GLORIOUS PERTH 


* REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIAN POST 
* PUBLICATIONS No. NBQ5726 


GST INCLUSIVE 


Mrdja Drenches Power’s Hearts 


By Mark 
Stavroulakis 


‘ts all over. After 28 long 

and hard years, the 

National League came 
toa close last Sunday after- 
noon on a water-drenched 
Parramatta Stadiam. 

Perth Glory became’ the 
last team ever to win the 
NSL title ‘thanks to a Nick 
Mrdja golden goal to earn the 
Western Australians the final 
honour. 

Having manufactured a 
squad of superstars with the 
expectations of winning 
everything this season, the 
Parramatta Power failed to 
end their last year in the code 
with style. 

It was a rather disappoint- 
ing end to a season that 
brought new beginning in the 
new APL league set to 
launch next July/August. 

The bad: weather, imple- 
mented on the crowd’s show- 
ing with just under ten 
thousand braving the wind 
and rain in Sydney’s West. 

Against all odds, the 
travelling squad took the bite 
out of Power’s hopes yet 
again ~ claiming not only 
this years premiership, but 
now the Grand-Final victory. 


Labelled as. ‘Chokers’ for 
their inability to secure big 
matches, Mich d’Avray and 


Anie Milicic proudly wearing his ‘Warren Medal’ 
Presented to him by Johnny Warren Former 
Australian Word Cup Captain having been 
declared ‘Players’ Player Of The Year’ last Friday 
at the Parramatta Stadium. 


his brave squad did it tough 
over the crowd and condi- 
tions to gain back-to-back 
titles, the fifth time its been 
done in the history of the 
NSL. 

Photos — Reports and 
expert Match Analysis on 
the game can be read on 
Pages 6&7. 


Last ever NSL Grand Final winners - the Perth Glory! 


occeroo star Tim 
Cahill sent Millwall 
to its first-ever FA- 


Cup Final after scoring 
the only goal of the match 


Sunday afternoon with a 
well-taken goal. 

Tt was a monumental 
week for the Australian star 
after gaining his first cap for 
the Socceroos, Cahill rose 
to the occasion with a great 
shot to gift the Blues a pre- 
cious FA Cup Final meeting 


with glamour side 
Manchester United on the 
22nd of May, 


“That’s what it’s ‘all 
about, having that bit of 


against Sunderland last - 


AUSSIE CAHILL SENDS 
MILLWALL TO FA-CUP FINAL 


Aussie star Timmy Cahill shown celebrating his 
Precious goal that put Millwall into the FA Cup 
Finals. 


luck and being in the right 
place at the right time,’ said 
‘Tim Cahill after the match. 

“It’s something for the 
fans, not just for us. It’s a 
Special day. You have to 
take it in your stride and try 
to appreciate it.” 

Timmy Cahill just gets 
better and better, having 
now been the second Aussie 
since Craig Johnstone at 
Liverpool to take part in an 
FA Cup Final. 

Frank Farina the floor is 
yours, this kid is certainly 
one for the future — thank 
goodness his Australian. 
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ome interesting news 

given to me by Mark 

Stavroulakis this week 
was on both the Cardozo boys. 

Pablo and Richie have both 
accepted offers to try their lucks 
overseas in two different conti- 
nents, 

For 30-year-old Pablo, his 
desire to play on until the start 
of the APL next season in 
July/August has seen him fly to 
Malaysia to link up with First 
Division outfit Penang. 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


Parramatta Eagles where 
Cardozo managed to rack up a 
few goals, Richie will be leay- 
ing ona high hoping that an elu- 
sive overseas contract is on the 
table. 


The sharp-shooter, who this 
season scored nine goals for 
Sydney Olympic is keen on 
finding a club in Australia’s 8- 
team elite competition but 
insists he must travel abroad to 
keep match fit and to of course 
generate revenue for his foot- 
balling career, 

Like so many NSL stars, 
many of them across the nation 
are either playing local state 
competitions or have taken the 
plunge and have ventured off 
overseas. 

Due to the large gap between 
the new season, a failure to find 
a club in keeping match fit 
could result in that player miss- 
ing out a spot in next year’s 
APL which will be rather com- 
petitive with limited spots avail- 
able. 

Mexico was to be the destina- 
tion where Pablo was heading 
off to until the Malaysian offer 
came through, 

Closer to home, Pablo will 
link up with former Melbourne 
Knights player Boris Ovein in 
the same squad. 

While currently in Malaysia, 
Jon Angelucci, Nahuel Arrarte, 
Manny Papageorgiou and 
Michael Santalab are currently 
at Johor FC. 

Meanwhile, younger brother 
Richie will also be hitting the 
pitches of overseas football, but 
in a totally different atmosphere 
from Pabz — Argentina. 

Unlike Pabz who has signed 
a deal with Penang, the 18-year- 
old striker will be going for tri- 
als to one of the biggest clubs in 
the nation — River Plate. 

Having celebrated his birth- 
day last week, the former U17 
Joeys striker is keen on getting 
his career back on track after 
not being used frequently at 
Sydney Olympic only manag- 
ing a few starts. 

Finishing off on a high with 
NSW Premier League side 


Cardozo brothers Pablo (Left) & Richie, have both 
departed Oz for overseas sides. 
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emer Wolverhampton 
Fees goalkeeper Adam 
Federici has signed with 
Serie C outfit Sassari Torres. 
Federici came through the 
Wolves’ youth system, but 
chose to leaye Molineux for 
Italy earlier this season. The 
youngster is now playing with 
the Serie C club’s primavera 
team and from reports has done 
his bit in establishing himself 
as a regular member of the 
squad. 
A product of both the NSWIS 
& AIS, Federici is keen on kick 
starting his career in Italy. 


xe 


outhampton’s Big Aussie 
striker Jay Lucas is train- 
ing with Stoke City. The 
former Australia U17 interna- 
tional is hoping to win a deal 
with Stoke until the end of the 
season if he impresses in tests 


Paul Agostino: Has 
enjoyed a run of good 
form for his club 1860 

Munich. 
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this week, 

Still only 18, Lucas missed 
almost the entire first-half of the 
season at St Mary’s with a knee 
injury, butis now fit and hoping 
to play some senior football at 
Stoke. 

Lucas will be remembered by 
many as being an integral part 
in the Wollongong Wolves side 
a few years back as the tall tim- 
ber striker notched up a few 
goals. 


Bt aoteatet 


e last news of Paul 
Agostino was some time 
back, where it was report- 

ed he wasn’t enjoying much 
success at his Bundesliga club 
1860 Munich. 

Agostino however has scored 
for the last two weeks to help 
keep 1860 out of the relegation 
zone and move him from the 
nightmare he had endured for 
some time. 

‘The striker has spent most of 
the past two years on the bench, 
but he has proved that he has 
Tot lost his finishing touch by 
scoring in the 1-1 home draw 
with Freiburg and the 3-0 away 
win over Frankfurt and helping 
the Lions to four much-needed 
points in their fight against rele- 
gation. 

‘The former Bristol City strik- 
er was already determined to 
leave the Lions during the win- 
ter transfer window, but his 
Tequest was turned down by 
coach Falko Gotz and he is now 
considering his chances at the 
Olympic Stadium. 

“Tf you don’t play, you start 
to think that you deserve to be 
placed on the bench and I 
thought I couldn’t stand this any 
longer,” Agostino told Kicker. 

“The 3-0 [against Frankfurt] 
was surely the best-ever goal I 
have scored in my career and it 
was a very important one too, 
because it’s not only about indi- 
vidual players, but the fate of 
the whole club is at stake. 

“I wanted to leave not 
because I was angry at anyone 
here, but because I need to play 
regularly in order to keep my 
place in the national team. 

“At the moment I get the 
chance to play and my contract 
runs until 2005, but who can tell 
what happens in the next six 
months?” said Agostino. 


week 


lyroo Adrian Madaschi 

has capped off a fine 

week, with not only a 
stand out performance against 
Greece, but by extending his 
contract with Scottish Premier 
League side Partick Thistle. 

Defender Madaschi signed a 
new 2-year-deal at Firhill and 
boss Derek Whyte was pleased 
to have him signed up for those 
two-years. 

He told the official site: 
“Adrian has come on a lot over 
the past few months and we feel 
he is a player that we can get a 


__ lot more out of in the next two 


seasons. He is talented, willing 
to learn, and although he has 
had a harder time of it over the 


past month or so, his improve- 
ment over the season as a whole 
suggests he is one who can take 
his game on to the next level.” 


KFA 


ig Mark Viduka admitted 

last week he was glad 

that a deal to sell him to 
Middlesbrough could not be 
completed during the January 
transfer window. 

The Australian was well 
aware of the financial problems: 
that led United’s board to look 
to offload him, but he did not 
want to leave the club while 
they were still in deep relega- 
tion trouble, 

“The club needed money and 
I understood that,” Viduka told 
the club’s official website. 


Adrian Madaschi has 
proved his worth in 
Scotiand and has signed 
a new deal with Partick, 


“But in the end I said to 
myself, ‘If I’m going to leave 
Leeds I don’t want to leave on 
this note.” 

“We looked as if we were 
going down. I just thought if I 
go back I’m going to do every- 
thing I can to keep the club up. 
And then we'll look from there, 
because it’s so uncertain.” 


ORK 


tan Lazaridis believes it is 

too early to determine 

whether Birmingham can 
go on and challenge for a 
Champions League spot, 

The Blues currently sit just 
one point behind fourth-placed 
Liverpool, but the Australia 
midfielder told Teamtalk.com: 
“At the moment we are just con- 
centrating on playing well and 
getting the points in the bag. 

“When it is mid-April, just 
after the Easter programme, and 
if we are still up there, then we 
can look at things then. 

“But anyone from fourth to 
10th has got a chance if they put 
a run together.” 

Meanwhile Lazaridis’ team- 
mate Martin Taylor believes the 
on-song winger is putting the 
“frighteners’ on defences with 
his pace and trickery on the left 
side. 

Lazaridis is one of only two 
survivors from the pre-Steve 
Bruce era who are regular mem- 
bers of the first team. 


And the Australian was the 
inspiration in helping 
Birmingham overcome a shaky 
start before demolishing Leeds 
441 last Saturday 

Taylor told The Press 
Association: “From the start of 
Saturday's game, you could tell 
that Stan was frightening Leeds. 
He was running at them and 
their defence was backing off. 

“But he’s been excellent all 
the way through since I came 
here in January. He frightens 
teams, He frightens opposing 
full-backs and I 

certainly wouldn’t want to be 
playing against him. 

“Stan is doing the business 
week in and week out. He had a 
great game as well the previous 
week against Middlesbrough 
and is playing a big part in our 
Push to do well this season.” 
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illwall midfielder Tim 

Cahill has had a mem- 

orable week with his 
long awaited senior Socceroos 
debut, coupled with a FA Cup 
semi final appearance against 
Sunderland 

An elated Cahill came on asa 
74th-minute substitute after 
Socceroos coach Frank Farina 
decided to rest some of his stars, 
including Leeds striker Mark 
Viduka and Liverpool forward 
Harry Kewell. 

“Tt was always in the back of 
my mind that I would never get 
a chance to play on the world 
stage, or even get a chance to be 
in the squad,” Cahill told AFP. 

“But the main thing is, if I 
keep playing well for my club, 
then people can look at my situ- 
ation and understand and use a 
bit of commonsense,” the 24- 
year-old added, 

Cahill only recently received 
the green light to represent 
Australia following a protracted 
eligibility row because he 
played for Westem Samoa, his 
mother’s native country, as a 
14-year-old in an Under-20 
tournament, 

“Tt was a massive mistake,” 
Cahill said. 

“T was only a young kid and 
obyiously everyone makes mis- 
takes. I never want to see any- 
one else in my predicament, 

“T don’t think I should regret 
anything because you do what 
you do and you just get on with 
it 

“I think I’ve dealt with it 
well, I’ve come through it with 
the right people around me and 
all that counts now is just play- 
ing well for my club and then 
playing for my country. 

“Tf I'm not playing well for 
my club, then I’m obviously not 
going to play for Australia,” he 
ended, 


RING BACK ZEL 


22 eee 
Ned Zelic deserves a re-call to 
the Roos squad. 


Comment 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


alls should be headed for the 
i re-appointment of Ned Zelic 
to the Socceroo squad. 

Tts great to see that the Australian 
squad is doing well under coach Frank 
Farina which have pulled together 
some great results in recent friendly 
matches, 


‘The last being their victory over the 
South Africans. 

However, we do lack an organizer 
and Ned Zelic best fits that descrip- 
tion. 

Personal differences between Farina 
and Zelic were the reasons behind Ned 
calling it a day from the Roo squad but 
surely these qualms should be pushed 
aside, a World Cup spot is at stake. 

Itis known that Zelic is currently in 
Canberra with his family, strong 
rumours have it that he could well join 
one of the eight new APL clubs next 
July/August but in the meantime an 
Asian team will be the place to be. 

Known for being one of Australia’s 
best ever talents ever to leave our 
shores, it would only further boost the 
squads chances of going that one step 
better come World Cup qualification 
time, 

Paul Okon was given a second 
chance after being dropped for not 
playing regular first team football, I 
think Ned deserves that chance also. 

Who could forget that goal Zelic 
scored against the Dutch in the World 


Youth qualifiers some years back, a 
gem that will forever live in the mem- 
ory of every Australian soccer fan, 

The future is certainly looking 
bright for the Roos and Farina has 
pulled the strings together in keeping 
the squad in tact. 

A new superstar has already been 
unveiled, Marco Bresciano, whom 
ABSW has regarded for quite some 
time as the Green & Gold’s best play- 
a 

Also two new faces in Timmy 
Cahill and Max Vieri have only 
opened new doors for the restructuring 
of the squad. 

It was due time that Cahill was to 
gain his first call-up and mark my 
words, he will leave a permanent and 
positive mark on the Socceroo squad. 

Many people have criticised 
Farina’s decisions in recent years 
about various aspects on team selec- 
tion and formation. 

For the time being though, he has 
proved his worth and his efforts should 
be applauded but a Zelic call-up 
should be on the agenda, 


ABSW (#3 


WADE LAUNCHES 
SOCCER PROGRAM 


ial Wade launched his National 
Soccer Schools program over two 
days at Endeavour Park, Fairfield 


designed to give the kids the “I’m special” 
factor, 
Paul Wade said — “the tournament was fan- 


on Saturday and Sunday, with tastic and judging by the quality 
hundreds of young players, on display, Hamy Kewell had 
boys and girls able to meet the better watch out”. 
former Socceroo Captain for a SEG soccer Manger Tony 
chat, and an autograph. Walmsley added, “The Fairfield 
‘The new program is about to Sports Foundation is a great ini- 
hit the streets over Easter, with tiative that provides financial 
FUNdameatal clinics scheduled support to local sports kids who 


across Sydney, Newcastle and 
the Gold Coast. 

With a Maximum FUN, 
Maximum participation 
Philosophy, the clinics are aimed 
at developing skills and provid- 
ing girls and boys with a great the clubs, players and coaches,” 
experience; with coaches trained PWNSS CLINICS -Easter: 02 
to deliver high energy, enthusiastic sessions 9899 5151 www.sportseg.com.au 


SOUTH NEED 
$1.5 MILLION 


are achieving. It provided us 
with a great introduction to the 
players of the region and we 
hope to maintain our support of 
the Foundation over the years 
while providing an in-service to 


Paul Wade 


At Least One Vieri is 


Exclusive story 
By Joe Russo 
assimiliano Vieri 
or simply Max as 
he is more widely 
known may not have 
played against South 
Africa in London for the 
Socceroos but he was cer- 
tainly a valuable member 
of Frank Farina’s squad. 

A lot has been made of the 
fact that he is the younger 
brother of Inter Milan and 
Italy star Christian but Max 
is a very good player, and 
most certainly a worthy 
Socceroo, in his own right. 

Speaking on Sunday 
Night Soccer on radio 98.5 
FM (every Sunday in NSW 
at 10.00pm) family friend 
and Christian’s business 
partner, Attilio Labbozzetta, 
described Max Vieri’s 
excitement at being called up 
into the Socceroo squad for 
the match in London. 

“T spoke to him this morn- 
ing before he got on the 
plane after they [Napoli] beat 
Cagliari 1-0 at home and he 
was really excited to be a 
part of the team. I guess he 
can’t wait,” Labbozzetta 
said, 

Vieti is currently at Serie 
B club Napoli and has so far 
this year has played in 23 
matches and scored four 
goals. It is his fourth year in 
Italy’s Serie B having had a 
two-year stint with Ancona 
before playing for Verona 
last year. 

In those three seasons 
Vieri tallied up 81 appear- 
ances and scored 28 goals 
which is a fairly good ratio 


of goals to appearances. 

Bom in Sydney in 1979, 
Vieri started his career in 
Ttaly with Prato before mov- 
ing to Fano and Brescello, all 
of which are Third Division 
clubs. 

Prato is the little city in 
Tuscany where his family 
resides and where too 
Christian began his career. 
His family moved back to 
Italy from Australia in the 
early 1990’s as Christian’s 
spectacular career started to 
take shape. 
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a Socceroo 


father Tony was President of 
Club Marconi and a Soccer 
Australia board member for 
many years, admits that dis- 
cussions on the issue started 
a while back. 

“We have been talking 
about it for the last few years 
with Max and his family. He 
was born here and it is a 
great opportunity for him to 
play for Australia,” he said. 

“Finally it bas come to 
fruition. I had a couple calls 
with Frank [Farina] and he 
selected him in the team but 
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“Max was about 14 when 
he left Australia and hasn’t 
been back here for about 12 
years but he still speaks 
English pretty well,” 
Labbozzetta said. 

Vieri’s inclusion in the 
Socceroo squad is the culmi- 
nation of approximately two 
years of work behind the 
scenes. Labbozzetta, whose 


Max Vieri is leading the charge with the Socceroos 
~ too bad Christian didn't Join him also. 


the rest is now up to him.” 

When asked which is 
Vieri’s best position, 
Labbozzetta had no hesita- 
tion in confirming that he 
definitely prefers striker like 
his older brother rather than 
playing from behind the 
strikers. 

“He is definitely an out 
and out striker similarly to 


his brother. I think he’s a bit 
more technical and he takes 
players on whereby Christian 
is more strong and robust,” 
he said. 

“T can certainly see him 
playing alongside Mark 
Viduka and being another 
target man for the team.” 

The point raised by 
Labbozzetta that Max is 
more technical —_than 
Christian is confirmed by a 
story that Robert 
Scarselletta, 98.5 FM’s ana- 
lyst of Italian football, 
recalls in the days when he 
was working in a greater 
journalistic capacity for the 
local Italian paper and he 
was interviewing Roberto 
Vieri, father of Christian and 
Max, who played and 
coached Marconi. 

“T remember having din- 
ner with Roberto and him 
saying to me look at the two 
boys playing. Massimiliano 
he said is definitely the more 
skilful of the two,” 
Scarselletta recalls. 

Labbozzetta, who runs the 
successful Vieri restaurant in 
Sydney’s Darling Harbour in 
a partnership with Christian, 
was also able to shed some 
light on where the Azzuri 
star will be playing next 
year. 
“T have spoken with him 
several times in the last cou- 
ple of months. All I can say 
at this stage is that he defi- 
nitely will not be at Inter 
next season.” 

{Sunday Night Soccer 
airs weekly at 10.00pm 
every Sunday on radio 98.5 
FM in NSWJ 


outh Melbourne must Mickey Petersen, chasing “The last two years we've 

find $1.5 million to another championship and been hanging on — this year 

stay afloat in the next another appearance in the we've broken even with an 

three weeks. World Club Championship _ injection of cash from direc- 
With no money coming in ~ tors. 

for at least 10 months, while a * * “It’s not the players’ fault 

the club waits to return to the — we paid them the money. 


Victorian Premier League, 
South president Peter 
Mitrakas admits the situation 
is critical, 

“We haven’t got a busi- 
ness any more,” Mitrakas 
told the Herald-Sun. “We've 
gone from assurances that 
we'll be one of two teams in 
Melbourne in a 10-team 
Premier League, to having 
the rug pulled from under 


— we lost $2 million. And 
we stayed fully pro the year 
after that, under (coach) 
Eddie Kmeevic, and lost 
another $1 million. 


But it’s no different to the 
clubs who went professional 
like Parramatta Power or 
Northern Spirit or Perth 
Glory — they lost a lot of 
money. 

“The biggest difference 
was those clubs were busi- 
ness entities; we remained a 
members club.” 


our feet, _DUSAN PURAC SOCCER ACADEMY 
“When we got the Brazil World, acclaimed for boys and girls 
money, we paid off debts of _ Highly recommended by FIFA 
$1.2 million and we gave a} One of the world's top skils coaches Dusan Purac and 
bonus of $700,000 to the »excellent coachings: 
players for getting us there, fh 
“The year after we turned 


our squad into full-time pro- 
fessionals under (coach) 


APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMPS 


DIRECTED BY AUSTRALIA'S MOST EXPERIENCED YOUTH COACH 


WEEK 1 
WEEK 2 


LES SCHEINFLUG 
AND STAFF 
RON CORRY, MAX GROLL, GEORGE FERNANDEZ 


TUESDAY 13™ TO FRIDAY 16™ 
MONDAY 19™ TO THURSDAY 22"° 
9.00AM TO 12.00NOON 
12 HOURS OF FUN & QUALITY TRAINING AT 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK ATHLETIC CENTRE 
OPEN TO BOYS/GIRLS/KEEPERS/FIELD PLAYERS 


UNDER 9 TO UNDER 18 
* $160.00 'INC. GST 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 9736 1059 
AN ENDORSED SOCCER NSW ACADEMY 
www.totalfootball.com.au 
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OCCEROOS OUTLAST BAFANA BAFANA 


AUSTRALIA 1 
SOUTH AFRICA 0 


By Peter Damalas 


ustralia defeated South 

Africa last week thanks 

to a well taken goal yet 
again by super Oz star Marco 
Bresciano. 

The Socceroos continued where 
they left off with Venezuela, scor- 
ing early in the first half and 
defending well in the second half. 
‘The one difference was the result, 
and the Australian team are begin- 
ning to forge a reputation as a 
nation that produces positive 
results. 

At Loftus Road, London, in 
what is becoming a home away 
from home for the national team, 
the Socceroos had an unfamiliar 
look, with new sponsors Nike pro- 
viding the blue and white away 
strip. 

But there was no difference in 
the approach or the style of play, 
aggressive in defence and skilful 
in‘creating chances, Match winner 
Bresciano is growing as the new 
symbol for Australian soccer, and 
played with both graft and craft. — 

South Africa, ranked 44 places 
higher than Australia in the world 
rankings, had a great deal to prove 
in this friendly, considering their 
disastrous performance in the 
African Cup of Nations, in which 
they were eliminated in the first 
round-robin phase. 

A long distance strike at goal by 
forward Sibusiso Zuma in the sec- 
ond minute was a warning for 
‘Australia’s defence not to take the 
Bafana Bafana lightly, and they 
responded with three strikes of 
their own, the second producing 
the ultimate success. 

Stan Lazaridis, playing as an 
attack-minded left-back (Scott 
Chipperfield played on the left of 
midfield), cut in from the wing and 
the shot with his weaker tight foot 
was headed clear, 

The goal was not long coming. 

Leeds United striker Mark 


Tough tackling Aussie battler Scotty Chipperfield shown 
eta : South 


Heads Up: Harry Kewell shown in just one of the many 


aerial battles that were seen during the match. 


‘Viduka, retuming to international 
duty after the controversy str- 
rounding the aftermath of his non- 
appearance in Caracas in February, 
turned provider. Receiving a 
bouncing ball deep into the South 
African penalty area, Viduka 
lobbed it back across goal into the 
path of Bresciano, who lashed 
home an accurate left footed vol- 
ley beyond the reach of goalkeep- 
er Hank Vonk. 

The Parma playmaker is now a 
crucial part of coach Frank 
Farina’s plans, both in terms of his 
general play, and. because of his 


understanding with Viduka. The 
powerful forward had struggled in 
national colours for a number of 
years, but has put in a number of 
improved performances up front 
ever since Bresciano was given the 
chance to play in the starting XL 

The score was almost doubled 
moments after the goal, when 
‘Chipperfield reacted quickest to @ 
Kewell header to lob the goalkeep- 
er, only for the last defender 
Bradley Carell to clear the ball 
near the line, 

Mark Schwarzer was tested in 
gual next, tipping a header over 


In his Australian colours during last week's match against 


Africa. 
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the bar after the second of three 
successive comers. 

Jn the 38th minute, Shaun 
Bartlett spurned the first of a num- 
ber of excellent opportunities for 
South Africa, when he rounded the 
goalkeeper but watched the ball 
trickle over the line. This was one 
of the few occasions in the first 
half where the Australian central 
defence was caught square. 

Rangers, Craig Moore shook 
off an injury concern to lead the 
team for the second time, Tony 
Popovic was effective as always, 
while the fullbacks and midfield- 
ers scrambled back to assist in 
what was a collective effort. 

The main talking points of the 
second half surrounded South 
Africa’s inability to draw level and 
the substitutions that Farina would 
make. 

Mbulelo Mabizela almost 
scored ten minutes into the second 
half, but was denied by an excel- 
lent low reflex save by Schwarzer. 

Siyabonga- Nomvete and 
‘Thabang Molefe had chances, one 
saved by thegoalkeeper’s feet and 
the other flying wide of the post. 

With 25 minutes remaining in 
the match, Kewell and Viduka 
were rested, and David Zdrilic and 


* John Aloisi were brought into the 


fray. The latter came close with 
headers on two occasions. 

But the watershed moment of 
this Socceroo fixture was the long 
anticipated debut of Tim Cahill, 
who has now helped his club side 
Millwall into the English FA Cup 
final, 

‘The 24 year old made his debut 
off the bench when he replaced 
Bresciano, to mark a new begin- 
ning in his career after he waited 
nine years for FIFA to overtum a 
ruling made about his status as a 
player for Samoa. 

Cahill described the moment: “I 
received my first cap in a little pre- 
sentation in the dressing room and 
there are no words to describe how 
T feel. It was very emotional.” 

He will give Farina yet another 
creative option in midfield, along- 
side Bresciano and Kewell. The 


Back to his best: Mark Viduka turned from scorer to creator 


after setting up Marco Bresciano for the only goal of the 


match. 

mobility and crisp passing of these good portfolio of experiences, as 
three will cause plenty of prob- they have played teams from. 
Jems for future opponents of the Europe, South and Central 
Socceroos. America and now Africa since the 

While the 16,100 fans were last World Cup qualifying cam- 
treated to the first performance of | paign. 
Cahill, supporters will have to wait This match was played in the 


a couple of months to see Max 
Vieri make his debut for the green 
and gold. 

The younger brother of Italy 
star Christian Vieri, declared his 
allegiance to the country of his 
birth, but was not introduced, as 
Farina bad already made. three 
changes to his attack. 

Farina’s selections represent 
consistency- he selects his 
strongest eleven at all times and 
organises his players around the 
flat 44-2 structure, 

While some would argue that 
the likes of Zeljko Kalac and John 
Aloisi deserve an opportunity to 
prove themselves, Farina’s main. 
concem is establishing a winning 
culture in the squad, 

He was pleased with the result, 
but recognised that there is still 
room for improvement perfor- 
mance-wise. 

“This was not one of our better 
games, but I’m reasonably satis- 
fied with that performance,” be 
said. “You sometimes have to graft 
out results and with the talent and 
class we've got, I know we can do 
better.” 

The coach was especially con- 
tent with the four man defence. 

“We were defensively very 
solid,” he said. “They caught us a 
lot on the counter attack, especial- 
ly in the second half, but all the 
defenders handled the situations 
that arose throughout the match 
very well.” = 

‘The national team are building a 


right spirit by both teams, and fans 
in Australia can look forward to 
seeing the team in action during 
the two-match home series against 
Turkey before the 2006 World Cup 
campaign commences, 


Queensland Lions to Prowl 
Townsville at Easter 


QUEENSLAND 


LIONS 


SOC CER GCEMUD 


he Queensland 
Lions, arguably 
one of, (if not, the 


best), Australia’s highly 
progressive Soccer 
clubs, will fly to 
Townsville this Friday 
for an action-packed 
Easter weekend Soccer 
bonanza. 

In conjunction with the 
North Queensland Soccer 
Federation, the Brisbane- 
based Lions, (current 
League Champions of the 
Sunshine State), will play 
an exhibition match on 
Saturday night against the 
North Queensland 
Razorbacks at Brogla 
Park. Kick off has been 
set for 7pm. 

The crack Lions Club 
is highly favoured to gain 
entry into Frank Lowey’s 
revamped National 
Soccer League next June 
or July. 

The Lions have invited 
former Australian World 
Cup captain, Johnny 
Warren to accompany the 
Champion squad in their 


Northerly public relations 
weekend crusade. 

Whilst in Townsville, 
Johany Warren will be 
Special Guest Speaker at 
the inaugural N.Q. Soccer 
Federation’s Sportsman's 
Charity Dinner on Easter 


attending, is to celebrate 
the launching of the 
North Qld Razorbacks 
into the Qld State Soccer 


Gary Wilkins: Lions’ long serving President and 
former Socceroo, with 2003 Player Of The Year 
Todd Gava. 


Sunday, staged at the 
Museum of Tropical 
Queensland. 

The Dinner hosted by 
the N.Q.S, Federation, as 
well as having Warren 
plus the Queensland 
Lions travelling squad 


Miron Bleiberg: Lions' Championship winning 
head coach. 


League, 

The North Queensland 
Soccer Federation recent- 
ly snared a pre- 
cious Major 
sponsorship in 
‘The Townsville 
Brewing 
Company’. 

Multi-champi- 
onship-winning 
coach, Miron 
Bleiberg with his 
trusted pride of 
Lions _ players, 
will conduct on 
the morning of 
Easter Saturday, 
special Soccer 


- Clinics for young 


aspiring students 
of the code from 
the age of 10 to 15 
that will be staged 
at Brolga Park 
that embraces the 


“We want to assist as 
much as possible to boost 
the image of Soccer in 
Townsville. 

“It’s highly likely that 
in the-near future, the 
Queensland Lions could 
be playing further games 
up there should the Lions 
be granted admission into 
next year’s remodelled 
eight team National 
Soccer League,” pro- 
fessed Bleiberg. 

In their ruthless and 
relentless hunt to climb 
into the exclusive ranks 
of the new National 
Soccer League next 
June/July, the Lions are 
still starving and striving 
for loftier heights. 

Having won the 
League Championship/ 
Grand Final Double the 
past three consecutive 
Seasons, the Queensland 
Lions have served serious 
early warning to one and 
all in the Queensland 
League that they are 
already in no philanthrop- 
ic mood to release their 
grip on their 
Championship title. 


points, nailed 23 goals 
whilst the steely defence 
superbly marshalled by 
Double ‘Player Of The 


longserving © Member, 
Lawrence Oudendyk, a 
now retired Solicitor, 
Solidly backing 
Oudendyk is the highly 
astute Marketing Director 
and former Banker from 
South Africa, Les 


Johnny Warren: Former Australian World Cup 
captain. 


Year’ and crack centre- 
back, Todd Gava, has 
conceded miserly 3. 
Off-the pitch the Lions 
have been industri- 
ous as well as entre- 
preneurial. 

In the last 10 
years this progres- 
sive Club has 
meticulously built 
up a mini ‘Soccer 
Empire’, the envy 
of all Clubs in 
Australia, 

Headquarters of 
the Lions are based 
at Richlands, 14 
kilometres west of 
Brisbane’s CBD, 

The Lions’ thriv- 
ing Social Club 
boasts a 
Membership of 
some 30,000, is 
surrounded. by no 
less than three full- 


Murray Sporting Les Moodley: Lions’ Marketing and sized pitches, 


Complex. 

‘The Lions’ Head coach 
Stated to ABSW: “The 
Lions Club is a yery pro- 
gressive and productive 
body, strictly proud of it’s 
tecord of outstanding 
achievements. 


Commercial Manager 

Last week, the Lions 
ripped Souths United to 
the tune of 6-0. 

In their first five games 
of the Season, the roaring 
Lions have ripped in a 
maximum 15 League 


including the 
immaculately manicured 
Lions Stadium which 
embraces highly facilitat- 
ed dressing rooms. 
The management team 
is spearheaded by the 
visionary C.E.O. and 


Moodley, a real commer- 
cial gun. 

And if that’s not 
enough, the Lions is the 
only Soccer Club in the 
nation to have a former 
Australian Soccer 
International in Gary 


®. 


QUEENSLAND 


LIONS 


Bie ck fk CLUB 


Wilkins as their 
President. 

Gary Wilkins was a 
player of the very first 
Socceroo squad formed 
in 1967 which was skip- 
pered by Johnny Warren. 

Furthermore, the 
‘Lions Soccer Empire’ in 
recent years has gradually 
spread its tentacles like 
an ‘Investment Octopus’ , 
using its generated wealth 
from its Richlands opera- 
tion to acquire no less 
than four other Soccer 
clubs in the State League. 

Together with these 
acquisitions, the Lions 
now boast total member- 
ship of 50,000. 

Unquestionably the 
Queensland Lions Soccer 
Club organisation, today 
proudly stands as the 
epitome of sporting and 
administration . excel- 
lence. 

ABSW salutes the 
Queensland Lions 
Kings of the Australian 
Soccer scene. 


Lawrence Oudendyke: Lions’ visionary C.E.O. 
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By Peter Damalas 


erth Glory won their 

second _— National 

Soccer League 
championship in the wet of 
Parramatta Stadium on 
Sunday afternoon. 
Substitute Nick Mrdja 
scored the only goal of a 
dramatic grand final in the 
ninth minute of extra-time, 
the golden goal ensuring 
gold for the defending 
champions. 

The inclement weather 
had a significant impact on 
the match, particularly in the 
first half as the torrential 
downpour threatened to 
destroy the event as a specta- 
cle. Despite the poor playing 
conditions, the top two 
teams in the country played 
out an enthralling contest- 
the challenges were desper- 
ate, the running fierce and 
the determination never in 
doubt, _ 

Parramatta's free flowing 
passing game was effective- 
ly cancelled out before kick 
off. : 

The championship 


decider was always likely to © 


be decided by the one goal, a 
totally different affair to the 
four previous matches 
between the two teams this 
season. 

Coach Nick Theodora- 
kopoulos had told his assis- 
tant Manfred Schaefer that 
this would be a "lottery", and 


Power's worst enemy - Nick Mrdja ecstatic over his Golden Goal that gave the Glory the Grand-Final 


victory. 


it was certainly a case of 
‘treading carefully wins the 
day.’ 

Perth adapted better in the 
conditions, and their direct 
approach caused a number 
of worrying moments for the 
Parramatta defence. The 
away team had three oppor- 
tunities to open the scoring 
in the first half, and two 
were clawed away by the 
last line of defence. ; 

Meanwhile, Parramatta’s 
captain Alvin Ceccoli and 
midfielder Simon Colosimo 
were visibly frustrated at the 
playing surface, which 
severely hampered their 
passing moyements. The 
ball was held up and failed 
to reach its intended targets 
‘on countless occasions. 

Ahmad Elrich, winner of 
the Marsden Medal for man 
of the match, was a constant 
thom in the Perth side, espe- 
cially their left. 

As was Power’s fan 
favourite Peter Zorbas who 
fought a hard battle by fling- 
ing into a number of chal- 
lenges. 


The home team utilised 
his pace on the flank, and his 
looping cross on 23 minutes 
was spilled by goalkeeper 
Jason Petkovic, but Ante 
Milicic was unable to con- 
nect with the slippery ball to 
send it into the back of the 
net. 

The much criticised Perth 
outfit, who retumed to form 


in their crushing victory over 
Adelaide United in the pre- 
liminary final, held firm at 
the back for the first half and 
perhaps should have entered 
the half-time break @ goal to 
the good.In stoppage time, 
left midfielder Adrian 
Caceres was put in the clear, 
but his low shot was well 
held by goalkeeper Clint 
Bolton in the atrocious goal- 
mouth, 

Captain Shaun Murphy 
said at the end of the match 
that his team were perhaps 
"more determined” to prove 
the detractors wrong and 
heal the wounds suffered in 
the major semi-final. 

‘The weather cleared up in 
time for the second-half, and 
the play from both sides 
improved as aresult. 

First, wide player Travis 
Dodd cut infield and placed 
his shot which was handled 
by Milicic, standing in an 
offside position. 

A long diagonal ball from 
Colosimo to Elrich was the 
first moment of true inspira- 
tion from the Power, and the 

latter's cross was headed 
inches wide by Milicic, 

Tt was a rough day for two 
‘great marksmen of the NSL. 

All time leading goalscor- 
er, Damian Mori, missed a 
gilt-edged opportunity min- 
utes later, when he scooped 
the ball over the crossbar 
with only the goalkeeper to 


beat. 


It was an uncharacteristic 
miss, and a reprieve for 
Parramatta, who dominated 
the second period but could 
not fathom the clear cut 
chances that Perth created. 

Clearly the trench warfare 
of the first half had taken its 
toll, and Milicic (playing on 
his 30th birthday) was 
replaced by Femando Rech. 

Fatigue was creeping into 
his play, and his right ankle 
received immediate attention 
on the sidelines, but 
Theodorakopoulos _later 
insisted that this change was 
a "tactical ploy." 

In the 74th minute, 
Petrovski screwed his shot 
just wide of the far upright 
after he did well to control 
the ball and beat his marker. 

Four minutes later, and 
Bolton was called into action 
to claim the ball at Mori's 
feet. 

Bobby Despotoyski, who 
last week announced ‘his 
retirement from the game at 
the end of this season, was 
replaced by Nick Mrdja with 
eight minutes remaining. 

Despotovski said that 
upon leaving the pitch that 
his coach told him "we're 
going to win this." 

This substitution proved 
to be an inspired one. 

Referee Mark Shield blew 
the final whistle after three 
minutes of stoppage time. 

Five minutes into the sud- 
den death period, Mori again 
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me 


Final action shots of last week's Grand-Final 


blasted wide when in the 
clear with no defender in 
sight. d' Avray admitted: "at 
that point I thought we might 
lose or go to penalties." 

The travelling Perth sup- 
porters must have sensed 
that this was not to be their 
day, but the 33 year old 
redeemed himself for his 
two glaring misses by laying 
off the ball for Mrdja to 
strike low into the bottom 
comer of the net. 

Mrdja clipped the ball for- 
ward for Mori, who was 
returning from an offside 
position and cut the ball 
back to set up the champi- 
onship deciding goal. 

And so the NSL conclud- 
ed after 28 seasons with 
Nick Mrdja's golden goal. 

On a day of nostalgia in 
which past greats were 
paraded in front of the 9,630 
crowd before kick-off, it was 
perhaps fitting that the club 
which is expected to lead 
soccer into the new era 
claimed the victory on a 
rainy day. 

It was rather disappoint- 
ing however to have not seen 
Parramatta Stadium in its 
full capacity on the final 
NSL spectacle. 

Winning captain Shaun 
Murphy thanked the Glory 
faithful for inspiring the 
team to its ultimate success, 
while Theodorakopouios 
acknowledged that Perth had 
more clear-cut chances, 


The losing coach 
described his squad as a 
"very special soccer team 
that will hopefully stay 
together." 

Elrich added that he wilt 
sit back and think about his 
options on whether to pursue 
a career elsewhere unti) the 
start of the new league and 
added, “I think the boys 
won't have trouble finding a 
club. The only thing they 
need to do now is keep fit 
and stay healthy and I'm 
sure clubs will come knock- 
ing on their doors”. 

It will be a busy few 
months for Elrich who will 
not only take part in the 
Olympic Games in Athens 


A 


come August, but Socceroo 
coach Frank Farina also has 
him in mind for the up and 
coming friendly matches 
against Turkey in Melbourne 
and Sydney. 

Mich d'-Avray stated it 
simply: "We are a good 
team, and we beat a good 
team." 

“The cards were stacked 
against us. We were written 
off and criticised unjustly. 
But this club has proven to 
be the benchmark," he said. 

The National Soccer 
League ended in typical 
fashion, with all twenty-six 
players displaying the pas- 
sion that still exists in the 
sport in Australia, 


“ies 


Ss 4 
it was Nick Mrdja’s night to remember atter THAT 
goal 


Piayer Ratings 
Gomplied By Stuart Jones 
Perth Glory 


1 Jason Petkovie: 
Did what he had to. Not really all that involved but 
solid when he was called upon. 6 


3 Matt Bingley: 
Played solidly and fought for the ball in the middle 
of the park. 7 


5 Shaun Murphy: 

Man of the match performance (or should have 
been) as he was solid at the back, getting through a 
tonne of work. 8 


10 Bobby Despotoyski: 

‘Tried hard and involved when he could be - the ball 
just did not fall his way in his final match before 
retirement. 7 


It Jade North: 
Kept his opponent quiet. Made a couple of mistakes 
but overall a good game. 6 


12 Mark Byrnes: 


‘The ball was heading down his flank for much of the 
match so did well in the trying circumstances, 6 


LOCALS 


DOMINATE YOUNG 


SOCCEROO SQUAD 


ocal products from this 
year’s final NSL competi- 
tion have dominated 
Ange Postecoglou’s new Young 


Apart from coach Postecoglou, 
former Marconi Stallions coach 


Jean-Paul de Marigny will be the 
Assistant Coach while Andy 


15 Tom Pondeljak: 

Not as involved as he could have been. Made a cou- 
ple of contributions but could have been more 
involved. 6 


16 Damien Mori: 
Missed a couple of glorious opportunities but made 
up for it with an involvement in the winning goal.5 


21 Adrian Caceras: 
Tried hard and set up some of his team’s half 
chances. 6 


19 Jamie Harnwell: 
A poor game by his high standards, 


74 Jamie Coyne: 
Played well making a couple of very good runs. 6 


20 Vince Matassa 

9 Nick Mrdja Scored the winning goal and that is 
what he is paid for. Played well for the 15 minutes 
he was on with all the other players being tired 
around him. 7 


SUBS: 

8 Anthony Danze 

6 Wayne Shroj 

4 Brad Hassell 

Didn't have much time on the park, 


‘t was a memorable day for the lads 
from WA. Tagged as the under dogs 
Jeading up to the match against the 


Player Ratings 
Compiled By Stuart Jones 
Parramatta Power 


1 Clint Bolton: 
Did very well in difficult conditions for a 
goalkeeper. 7 


3 Alvin Ceccoli: 

Played very smart at the back and was solid. A 

strong performance. 8 
. 


5 Michael Beauchamp: 
Made a couple of mistakes but kept trying at the 
back. 6 


7 Travis Dodd: 
The ball did not come down his flank much so a 
pretty quiet game. 6 


8 Andre Gumprecht: 
Very involved in the match and tried very hard to get 
his team moving forward. 7 


9 Ante Milicic: 
Tried hard and surprisingly replaced as he was the 
teal goto man. 6 


GLORY DESERVED 
CHAMPIONS OF OZ 


Comment By Mark Stavroulakis 


the final NSL Grand-Final. 


sons, it was fitting to see the Glory take out 


Known as a benchmark to many opposing 
NSL sides, Perth were the leaders of our code. 
Glory’s fans and officials surely laid a blue- 


13 Paul O'Grady: 
Did well whefi called upon, solid at the back. 6 


21 Ahmad Elrich: 

Surprising man of the match, The ball certainly 
flowed down his side but his crossing let him down 
in this match. 6 


22 Peter Zorbas: 
» Good contributor,very involved although did not get 
chance for one of his long range efforts, 7 


4 Simon Colosimo: 
Orchestrated the match for the first hour, he was 
Parramatta’s best player. 8 


14 Sasho Petrovski: 
Played a deeper role in this match. Had one strong 
chance but stumbled in the poor conditions. 6 


6 Matt Thompson: 
Had no time to make an impact 


10 Fernando Rech: 
Did little when he came on as striker. 


SUBS 

11 Lucas Pantelis 
16 Jack Sobezyk 
20 Daniel Beltrame 


packed to the brim. 
‘Nevertheless the show went on, but with a 
different ending, 
‘The curtains rained down on the NSL, some 
people say it was about time, others wished it 


Power, Perth Glory achieved back to back 
success with their monumental one-nil vic- 


print to many rival clubs since their inclusion 
into the NSL in. "96. 


ill be the team’s _ | tory in rain-swept Sydney. When anyone spoke about Australian foot- 
ea ieeusaiteie ares eas = against auality Fre eal 28 seasons had gone by and nine thousand ball, nine times out of ten you'd get them say- 
week camp in preparation for outfit, most notably PSG will take | Plus spectators bided farewell tothe NSL with ing something about the Perth Glory: 
next year’s U20 World Cup in place as good hit-outs for the } Slory gaining the major honour. Chairman Nick Tana spent a lot time and 
Holland. Young Socceroos. The Grand-Final booking between both money in bringing together the best-main- 

Sixteen NSL based stars and ABSW next week will write an | these sides was set at the start of the NSL sea-__ tained club consecutively in the past 8 sea- 
four overseas youngsters will fair in-depth story on the new future f S00. sons. 


in Postecoglou’s talented squad 
that will also show-case a credible 
coaching line-up. 


that is the Young Socceroo squad. 


It was quite safe to say that it was going to 


It was an unfortunate ending for the Power 


be a Power v Glory match come the start of 


April. 

Coach of the Year Mich d’Avray and skip- 
per Shaun Murphy were instrumental leaders 
in the Western Australian side’s success. 

Strikers Bobby Despotovski and Damian 
Mori played their final seasons for the club 
and they too had a memorable bearing on the 
Glory’s winning tonic of success. 

Hailed as the best side in the past five sea- 


One of Glory’s best all year - Olyroo 
star Jade North shown hoisting the 
SL Trophy. 


‘who spent well over an estimated five million 
dollars on the recruitment of players. 

Tt just goes to show that spending money on 
big players cannot bring ultimate success to a 
club. 

Clint Bolton, Andrew Durante, Simon 
Colosimo, Travis Dodd, Andre Gumprecht, 
Ante Milicic, Fernando Rech, Lucas Pantelis 
and Daniel Beltrame were the new names 
brought to Parramatta — moves that improved 
individual players but on a whole, failed to 
bring any winniigs to the side. 

Sure their sheer attacking style shone out 
like a sore thumb, but a championship or even 
a premiership win failed to grasp Coach Nick 
Theo’s side. 

Played in horrendous conditions which 
would have better suited a Union or League 
match last Sunday afternoon, Australia’s two 
elite sides fought like lions till the end. — - 

Glory super-sub Nick Mrdja drove a nail to 
the hearts of the Power players with a fierce 
drive to end the game’s proceedings and also 
scored the final goal ever in the NSL. 

Thanks to the rain, Parramatta Stadium was 
not the spectacle a Grand-Final should have 
been. 

9630 was the correct crowd attendance — 
maybe it would have been a better idea in the. 
match being switched to Perth as one thing’s 
for sure, Subiaco Oval would have been 


had never happened. 

Although not known what the new name of 
the competition will be, the eight-team APL 
Teague will have its work cut out in promoting 
the round ball game. 

ASA CEO John O'Neill witnessed his first 
final since his appointment, and already 
would have noticed the amount of work need- 
ed in getting this sport in order, 

By no means will it be an easy task; it will 
be up to each and everyone of us in wanting to 
get this sport off the Ztound. 

From the media to the hierarchy, to the 
mainstream supporters, Australian soccer will 
need the help of every soccer lover. 

The NSL may have ended but a new era of 
Australian football is about to kick-off. 

Too bad we have to wait another 15 or so 
months until the first ball will be kicked but 
‘that’s another story! 


Mich d’Avray congratulates Bobby 
Despotovski after the striker played 
his final game for the side. 
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(@) ABSW: 


MILICIC CROWNED KING 


itta Power striker Ante Milicic has won the NSL 
Players’ Player of the Year Award (Warren Medal) for the first 
time at the NSL Awards’ presentation held today in Sydney. 
Milicic was a clear winner from nearest competitors-Tom Pondeljak. 
(Perth Glory), Simon Colosimo (Parramatta Power), Nick Carle (Marconi 
Stallions) and Ahmad Elrich (Parramatta Power). 
This was Milicic’s second award after ABSW had him as this year’s 
player of the year. 
In the other major awards, young Marconi Stallions striker Alex 


UNDER 21 PLAYER OF THE YEAR - 
‘PAPASAVAS MEDAL’ 


ALEX BROSQUE (MARCONI STALLIONS) 330 votes 
JOBE WHEELHOUSE (NEWCASTLE UNITED) 138 votes 
MASSIMO MURDOCCA (SOUTH MELBOURNE) 114 votes 


ASSISTANT REFEREE OF THE YEAR 
JIM OULIARIS (VIC) 


NATHAN GIBSON (NNSW) 
BEN WILSON (ACT) 


NORTHERN DIVISION PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Brosque was overwhelmingly voied'NSL Under-21 Player of the Year for GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR AWARD eee GU ELL CNBER enh) 26 votes 
H % ; MARK BRIDGE (PARRAMATTA POWER) 23 votes 
the second year in a row, Perth Glory’s Jason Petkovic was voted NSL BILLY KI (AIS! paead 
Goalkeeper of the Year, while Glory coach Mich d’Avray was named JASON PETKOVIC (PERTH GLORY) 253 votes CELESKI (AIS) Me 
Eddie Thomson NSL Coach of the Year award. CLINT BOLTON (PARRAMATTA POWER) 250 votes 
Mateh officials for Sunday's Homeart Grand Final also figured promi- TM REDDY (SYDNEY UNITED) 124 vous SOUTHERN DIVISION PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
nently with Mark Shield winning a third successive NSL Referee of the 
Year award and Jim Ouliaris winning the Assistant Referee of the Year YUSUF YUSUF (HEIDELBERG UNITED) 24 votes 
award. TONY SARIC (MELB KNIGHTS ACADEMY) 14 votes 
Full results listed below. f EDDIE THOMSON COACH OF THE YEAR DERREK CHISHOLM (SOUTH MELB ACADEMY) —_14 votes 
AWARD 
= TOP GOALSCORER OF THE YEAR AWARD - 
PLAYERS PLAYER OF THE YEAR - MICH D’AVRAY (PERTH GLORY) 23 votes 
‘ " STUART MCLAREN (BRISBANE STRIKERS) 17 votes PREMIERSHIP SEASON 
WARREN MEDAL’ JOHN KOSMINA (ADELAIDE UNITED) 17 votes 
ANTE MILICIC (PARRAMATTA POWER) 19 GOALS 
ANTE MILICIC (PARRAMATTA POWER) 284 votes REFEREE OF THE YEAR 
TOM PONDELIJAK (PERTH GLORY) 194 votes a FAIR PLAY AWARD - PREMIERSHIP SEASON 
SIMON COLOSIMO (PARRAMATTA POWER) 128 votes MARK SHIELD (QLD) 
NICK CARLE (MARCONI STALLIONS) 99 votes EDDIE LENNIE (WA) PERTH GLORY (YELLOW CARDS 18 / RED CARDS NIL) 
AHMAD ELRICH (PARRAMATTA POWER) To votes SIMON MICALLEE (NSW) 


Nigeria have scraped 
through 3-2 on aggregate to 
claim Africa’s single berth to 
the Olympic Games, with a 
1-0 victory over South 
Africa in the second leg of 
the final of the continent’s 
Olympic qualifiers last 
Tuesday, 

Nigeria, who have competed 
in every Women’s World 
Cup plus the 2000 Olympics, 
had been in danger of losing 
their mantle as Africa’s num- 
ber one after underdogs 
South Africa drew 2-2 in the 
first leg at home two weeks 
previous. 


The do-or-die clash was not 
without its drama and con- 
troversy. Originally sched- 
uled to be played on Friday 
26 March in Abuja, Nigeria, 
the match was postponed to 
the Sunday after twelve play- 
ers and two officials from the 
South African Team came 
down with a stomach illness. 
The match was then post- 
poned once more to Tuesday 
when the sick list numbered 
fifteen players come Sunday. 
Nigeria were the stronger 
side, creating several oppor- 
tunities on goal in the first 
half but unable to break 
through. 

Then a turn of events unfold- 
ed which only got worse, and 
South Africa’s dream of 
Olympic glory disappeared 
after coming so close. 


Vanis favourite for VPL 


First, their Assistant Coach 
Bald Williams was dismissed 
from the bench by the referee 
after an animated protest 
against their opponents. Not 
long after, in the 63rd 
minute, Martha Malaku was 
shown the red card for trip- 
ping Nigeria’s Stella Mbachu 
on her way towards goal. 
Six minutes later, came the 
goal for the favourites, Vera 
Okolo making a raid down 
the left wing before cutting 
inside and beating the keep- 
er. 

Tt had been a fantastic run for 
the South Africans, an expe- 
rience which may now pro- 
vide the catalyst for. even 
greater things for the nation. 
The ‘Banyana Banyana’ had 
courageously fought back 
from a two-goal deficit in the 


Coach of the Year 


Coach, Vlado Vanis has been picked 
by viewers of the VSF website as the 
La Ionica Men’s VPL Coach most likely to 
take the coaching honours at the 2004 Gold 


S: Albans Saints newly appointed 


Medal Night. 


In total, 30% of viewers voted in favour of 
Vlado Vanis to win coach of the year in 2004, 
followed by Oakleigh Cannons Coach, 
Michael Hatzitrifonas receiving 16% of 
votes. Stan Webster's (last year’s Coach of 
the Year) chances look slim in the eyes of 
soccer fans with only four % of the votes. 

Viado Vanis seems determined to let his 
results do the talking and the promising start 
to the 2004 is a good sign of things to come 
for St Albans. With Vanis at the reins, the 
Saints have won four, drawn two and lost one 
game this season and now they occupy fourth 
position after a comfortable 2-1 win against 


the Oakleigh Cannons. 


‘Vanis’ job has also been made easier with 


Start. 


Reserve. 


off the field, 
on the field, 


goes back to 
take the’ minc 


honours and 


2004. 


the integration of striker Leon Buhic, who has 
led the Saints to victory on a couple of occa- 
sions, South Melbourne defender Antun 
Kovacevic, will also strengthen the St Albans 
defence which has loosened up after a great 


Off the field the St Albans Saints are also 
making progress as the club agreed on a 20- 
year extension on the lease of Churchill 


The’Fox St ground is in plans to be devel- 
oped by the club who has been granted sense 
of security by the local council. 

‘The club can now plan for the long term 


while Vanis can produce results 


Vanis has a history with St Albans, which 


1998 where he led the Saints to 
jor premiership. Only time will 


tell if Vanis can lead the Saints to take all the 


win the Coach of the Year for 
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first final to give the 
Nigerians the biggest scare. 
Previous to this campaign, 
South Africa had always 
been on the losing end 
against Nigeria. 

And not forgetting Ghana, 
the unfortunate team to have 
earlier lost out in the race for 
an Olympic berth, despite 
their long-held place as 
Africa’s second best nation, 
having competed in the 1999 
and 2003 Women’s World 
Cups. Although Ghana fin- 
ished 12th at the 2003 
Women’s World Cup, three 
spots above Nigeria, they 
found themselves in the 
same side of the draw as the 
Nigerians, and the top pair 
faced each other in the semi- 
finals. It was the tightest of 
battles - nothing separating 
the two after twice ending up 
1-1, and Nigeria only emerg- 
ing the winner with a 3-2 
penalty shootout victory. 
Nigeria have had their wake- 
up call, not once, but twice 
during this Olympic cam- 
paign, and have vowed to put 
up a better showing come 
Athens’ 

The Nigerians are the eighth 
nation to celebrate their 
place in the ten-team lineup 
for the Athens 2004-Olympic 
Games. They join Germany, 
Sweden, Brazil, USA, 
Mexico, Australia, and hosts 
Greece. The two Asian 
teams to complete the set 
will be known on 26 April, 
the conclusion of the Asian 
qualifying tournament in 
Japan. 


CONMEBOL 
TO HOLD U19 
QUALIFIERS 
At its Executive Meeting in 
February, CONMEBOL (the 
South American confedera- 
tion) confirmed the organisa- 


tion of a new competition — 
the South American 
Women’s U19 Qualifiers, the 
winner of which qualifies for 
this year’s FIFA U19 
Women’s World 
Championship. 

Tn 2002, for the inaugural 
world U19 championship, 
CONMEBOL did not stage a 
qualifying event as such, the 
intended event not going 
ahead. In the end, Brazil and 
Peru played off over two 
matches to decide the 
region’s representative. 

The first stage of the quali- 
fiers will be contested by 
nine nations, split into three 
groups of three with each 
group playing its own sepa- 
rate but simultaneous tourna- 
ment, 11-15 May. Paraguay 
will host Argentina and 
Uruguay; Venezuela host 
Bolivia and Colombia; and 
Ecuador host Chile and Peru. 
The winner of each group 
will then advance to the final 
stage against favourites 
Brazil in Brazil on dates yet 
to be determined. 

And in another move for- 
ward for women’s football in 
South America, last month, 
CONMEBOL's Commission 
of Futsal, proposed that a 
new competition -South 
American Women's Futsal — 
be introduced in 2005. No 
dates or host nation have yet 
been decided. 


DRAW FOR 
ASIAN U19 
QUALIFIERS 


The draw for the Asian U19 
Women’s Championship, 
qualifying event for this 
year’s FIFA Ui9 Women’s 
World Championship in 
Thailand, was conducted on 
Sunday in China. 

Sixteen. nations split into 
four groups of four will com- 


SOCCERWOMAN By Janene Mar | 


pete in the event to be held in 
the Chinese cities Suzhou 
and Wuxi, 26 May to 6 June. 
The two finalists will qualify 
for the world championship 
along with host nation 
Thailand. 

China, who failed to qualify 
for the inaugural world event 
of 2002, seem to have the 
most difficult of the groups 
of the four seeded teams, 
drawn together with South 
Korea. The top two teams 


from each group advance to 
the quarterfinals, 

Group A : Japan, 
Myanmar, Malaysia, 
Vietnam 

Group B : Chinese Taipei, 
Singapore, India, Hong 
Kong 

Group C : China, South 
Korea, Guam, Philippines 
Group D : North Korea, 
Nepal, Thailand, 
Uzbekistan 


COLOSIMO SERIE 


A BOUND? 


ita Power’s 

‘Simoa Colosimo has 

indicated a move to 

the Italian Serie A may be 

in order after a productive 

18 months for the consis- 
tent midfielder, 

‘The 25-year-old, who has 
bounced back from a serious 
knee injury, has been one of 
the best players in the NSL 
over the last two seasons and 
said today the continent is 
beckoning again. 

"I've had some interest in 
Italy but we'll wait and see 
what happens," _said 
Colosimo, who has had 
mixed success with his stints 
in England and Belgium. 

"Yes, there's been some 
interest there (in the Setie A) 
and I'll probably make a 
decision on my future in the 
next ten days or so.” 

Colosimo, who played 
with the Socceroos this year, 
is returning to the kind of 
form that saw him in nation- 
al colours in- 1999 and 2000, 

He said despite the grand 
final loss today his move to 


the Power had been a good * 


one because he was noticed a 


lot more in Sydney, 

"I think I'm more than 
teady (to move on)," he said. 

"Its a tough time out there 
and you've got to take the 
Tight option and not just 
jump at anything you get but 
I think I made the right move 
by coming here because I got 
back into the frame for the 
national team." 

Colosimo's combination 
from the central midfield 
with Ahmad Elrich — playing 
ina loose role asa tight for- 
ward — was outstanding, 
something the former Glory 
player wouldn't mind seeing 
at a Socceroo level. 

"It would be nice to play 
with him again,” Colosimo 
said."I'd pay to watch him 
(Elrich) play. 

"He's a great person and a 
pure professional and I'm 
sure-a lot of good things are 
to come for him.” 

Colosimo has really shone 
since his overseas saga that 
saw him havea fall-out with 
Manchester City coach 
Kevin Keegan some years 
back. 


The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland 


Ousenssane 


Lions 


By Glenn Davis 


‘ewly promoted Mitchelton con- 

tinued its dream start in its first 

season in Brisbane’s premier 
league securing outright second place 
with a tough 1-nil win over Easts at 
Heath Park on Saturday night. 

Mitchelton extended its winning 
sequence to four games when a nil-all 
deadlock'was broken late in the game by 
Ettienne Mermer after a challenge on 
Easts keeper Robbie Harrison. 

Coach Greg Brown was delighted with 
the victory over their former first division 
tivals, 

“Jt was a great result and we always 
looked in control and played the better 
football,” Brown said. 

“Our goal came from a comer into the 
far post and their keeper missed the cross 
and rolled in after Mermer challenged 
him. 

“Easts played well at times and hit the 
post once and we hit the post ourselves a 
couple of times.” 

Easis’ victory ensured it stayed in touch 
with league leaders Queensland Lions 
who maintained their five point lead at the 
top of the table following an easy 5-1 nil 
win oyer Brisbane City at Spencer Park. 

Brown was reluctant to single out any 
of his players but paid special mention to 
young goalkeeper Ben Wicks who was 
named man of the man. 

“I brought Ben in a couple of weeks ago 
after I dropped our regular keeper when he 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
Phone: (07) 3271 3636 @ Fax: (07) 3271 3804 


QLD Premier League - Round 


had an off day,” Brown said. 

“Since Ben has been there he’s been 
outstanding and was our man of the match 
against Easts.” 

After an Easter break next weekend 
Mitchelton has a relatively easy run into 
the season’s halfway mark with matches 
against North Star, Taringa, Pine Rivers 
and Toowoomba before a last round clash 
against Queensland Lions. 

“We've had a lot of the hard ones now 
and hopefully we'll still be second by the 
time we meet Lions in the final match of 
the first round,” Brown said. 

Easts coach Col Bennett believed his 
side suffered from an off night but has lit- 
tle doubt Mitchelton is well on their way 
to making the playoffs. 

“Jt was a tough game and both sides had 
chances,” Bennett said. 

“Mitchelton work hard and are very 
competitive but make no doubt they'll be 
up there at the end of the season. 

“Our performance was not on par and 
we paid for it but we had our chances to 
ane 

Bennett believes the result was a wake 
up call for the Tigers. 

“Maybe it’s a good thing as it will bring 
the team back to reality after our good 
start,” he said, 

“The players know now they can’t be 
mediocre at this level one week and at 
their best the next. They have to be more 
consistent.” 

Lions again were in total control against 
Brisbane City despite being held scoreless 
at half time by arch rivals Brisbane City. 


Lions had to wait until the 70th minute 
before the deadlock was broken with a 
successful penalty from Terry Hughes, 

City defended grimly throughout the 
contest but conceded five goals in the 
space of 22 minutes to slip to eighth on the 
table, 

Lions’ stretched its lead with its second 
in the 75th minute from Todd Gava before 
Greg Di Losa set up a certain victory with 
the third five minutes later, 

John Richter made it 4-nil soon after 
before Craig Slaughter drove home the 
final nail with a penalty on fulltime, 

Brisbane City suffered a late blow when 
Damien Waugh was given his marching 
orders following a second caution but the 
game was well out of their reach at the 
time. 

Palm Beach move to third place after 
thrashing a disappointing Souths’ 4-nil 
away at Wakerley Park. 

‘The visitors led 2-nil at halftime fol- 
lowing a double from sharp shooter 
Russell Miner before Daniel Fung made it 
3-nil on the hour. 

Jed Wright put the final nail in Souths’ 
coffin midway through the second half to 
extinguish any chance of a Souths fight- 
back. 
Palm Beach coach Karl Herdle was 
thrilled with his side’s performance which 
saw them move to third place on 11 points, 
one ahead of Easts. 

“|e Was a repeat performance of our first 
game when we beat Mitchelton 2-nil,” 
Herdle said. 

“Everyone stuck to their guns and our 


younger players are getting wiser. 

“We were too strong in every depart- 
ment against Souths.” 

Herdle believed inexperience has been 
to blame for Palm Beach’s inconsistency 
since its opening round win. 

“Some of our younger players got car- 
tied away with our first win but they know 
better now,” he said. 

“Overall I’m delighted with the way 
we're playing now and I thought our quick 
passing game tore Souths apart.” 

In the local northern suburbs derby, 
Pine Rivers rolled North Star 1-nil away at 
O'Callaghan Park to stretch its winning 
Tun to three games. 

After a scoreless first half, substitute 
Michael Sciardi broke the deadlock in the 
75th minute with a tap in following a 
deflected shot from fellow substitute and 
new signing from Brisbane Strikers, Josh 
Rose. 

“We dominated and would have been 
disappointed if we had lost,” said Pine 
Rivers coach Clayton Koch. 

“We didn’t have any sitters apart from 
the goal but it was a very solid perfor- 
mance and we're now playing a lot bet- 
ter.” 

Pine Rivers were last year’s grand final- 
ists but started this season horribly after 
losing its first two matches and drawing its 
third game. 

Pine Rivers won both derby clashes 
against North Star last year. 

“We're a lot tighter in defence now and 
that was our first clean sheet of the sea- 
son,” Kech said. 


Gufewsiann 


cities 


At Carmichael Park, Rochedale tumed 
celebrations sour for Wynnum Wolves 
with a thrilling 2-1 win. 

Wynnum were celebrating the opening 
of its new clubhouse and things were 
going to plan when they led 1-nil with 25 
minutes to go after a goal from Van 
Moolenbroke. 

However, a double from Nick Maas, 
with his second in injury time, ensured a 
wake was to follow the match for 
Wynnum. 

Maas got his first and the equaliser in 
the 80th minute when he buried a Keiran 
Galloway flick-on at the far post, 

For the fourth time in their last six 
appearances, Rochedale had to wait until 
injury time to seal a result when Mass 
tapped home a Steve Carter cross from 
close range. 

“Tt was a game that could have gone 
either way,” said Rochedale coach Keiran 
Cooper, 

“Wynnum have got some sharp boys up 
front including their new signing Des 
Hughes.” 

The match was marred by two second 
half send offs when Correl Haggel 
received his second booking for the home 
side with 25 minutes remaining while 
Darren Gray had an early shower ten min- 
utes later after two cautions. 

In the final game Taringa Rovers regis- 
tered its first win of the season with a 6-nil 
thumping of Toowoomba at Jack Spear 
Park. 


Premier League 


Metro 1 


North Star 0 v Pine Rivers 1 (Sciardi) 

Half-time 0-0 

Souths United 0 y Palm Beach Sharks 4 (Miner 2, Fung, Wright) 

Half-time 0-3 

Brisbane Wolves 1 (Van Moolenbrock) v Rochedale Rovers 2 
(Maas 2) 

Half-time 0-0 

Eastern Suburbs 0 y Mitchelton 1 (Mermer) 

Half-time 0-0 

Brisbane City 0 v Queensland Lions 5 (Hughes, Di Losa, 
Slaughter, Gava, Richter) 

Half-time 0-0 

Taringa Rovers 6 (Aysen 3, Adams, Imrie, Eaton) v Toowoomba 
Raiders 0 

Half-time 3-0 


P 
Queensland Lions 6 
Mitchelton 6 
Palm Beach 6 
Eastem Suburbs 6 
Pine Rivers 6 
Rochedale Rovers 6 

6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 


BB 


Brisbane City 
Souths United 
Taringa Rovers 
North Star 
Toowoomba 
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Brisbane Wolves 


Premier Reserves 

North Siar 3 Pine Rivers 3, Souths United 0 Palm Beach Sharks 1, 
Brisbane Wolves 1 Rochedale Rovers 4, Taringa Rovers 1 Toowoomba 
Raiders 2, Eastern Suburbs 0 Mitchelton 1, Brisbane City 0 Queensland 
Lions 3 y 


Premier Youth 

North Star 8 Pine Rivers 0, Souths United 1 Palm Beach Sharks 4, 
Brisbane Wolves 1 Rochedale Rovers 3, Taringa Rovers 2 Toowoomba 
Raiders 1, Eastern Suburbs 0 Mitchelton 6, Brisbane City 1 Queensland 
Lions 2 


Division 1 

Beenleigh 1 Southside Eagles 2, Redlands 2 Ipswich Knights 1, 
Peninsula Power 3 Mt Gravatt 1, The Gap 2 Brisbane Olympic 2, 
Rocklea 2 Albany Creek 1, Uni of Qld 4 Capalaba 0 


For 
12 
13 
12 


Brisbane Olympic 
Peninsula Power 
Ipswich Knights 

Uni of Qld 17 
Redlands United 12 
Southside Eagles 1 
Beenleigh 12 
The Gap nN 
Mt Gravatt 6 
Rocklea United 5 
Albany Creek 1 

Capalaba 3 


Div 1 Reserves 

Beenleigh 3 Southside Eagles 4, Redlands 1 Ipswich Knights 0, 
Peninsula Power'2 Mt Gravatt 0, The Gap 2 Brisbane Olympic 0, 
Rocklea 3 Albany Creek 0, Uni of Qld 11 Capalaba 0 


Ag 
2 
a 
7 
7 
7 
8 
7 
12 
12 
18 
19 
19 


Division 1 Youth 

Beenleigh 12 Southside Eagles 1, Redlands 3 Ipswich Knights 0, 
Peninsula Power 4 Mt Gravatt 1, The Gap 5 Brisbane Olympic 3, 
Rocklea 0 Albany Creek 7, Uni of Qld 3 Capalaba 0 


Division 2 

Grange Thistle 1 Brisbane Force 1, Newmarket 3 Samford 1, Moggill 0 
Bethania 8, Goodna 3 Annerley 0, Slacks Creek 0 Ipswich City 4, 
Oxley 3 North Pine 10. 


Division 2 Reserves 

Grange Thistle 0 Brisbane Force 2, Newmarket 3 Samford 0, Moggill 0 
Bethania 11, Goodna 6 Annerley 1, Slacks Creek 0 Ipswich City 4, 
Oxley 2 North Pine 1 


Souths 1 Uni of Qld 1, Brisbane Wolves 4 Wilston 0, Taringa Rovers 3 
Mitchelton 0, Darra Lions 3 Park Ridge 0, Clairvaux 4 Acacia Ridge 1, 
Bayside 2 Pineapple Rovers 0 


Metro 2 4 
Pine Hills 3 Brighton 1, The Gap 2 Logan City Kings 5, Newmarket 3 
Redcliffe PCYC 0, Pine Rivers 9 Mooroondu 0, Brisbane Toro 2 Ridge 
Hills 2 


Metro 3 

Souths United 2 Uni of Qld 3, Grange Thistle 2 Pine Hills 1, 
Newmarket 3 North Pine 1, Darra Lions 1 Eastern Suburbs 2, Clairvaux 
5 Acacia Ridge 1 , Bayside 0 Pineapple Rovers 1 


Metro 4 E 

Brisbane Force 8 The Gap 0, Regents Park 1 Old Bridge 5, Taringa 
Rovers 3 Beenleigh 1, Mt Gravatt 0 Newmarket 6, Brisbane City v 
Acacia Ridge (not available), Slacks Creek 4 Southside Eagles 0 


Metro 5 

North Star 5 Brisbane Olympic 2, Redlands 0 Newmarket 6, Eastern 
Suburbs 6 Brighton 4, Clairvaux 2 Annerley 4, Albany Creek 2 Ipswich 
City 1, Slacks Creek 3 Ridge Hills 0 


Metro 6 
Regents Park 2 Mt Gravatt 2, Brisbane Wolves 4 Mooroondu 8, Camira 
2 Park Ridge 0, Gqpdna 1 Albany Creek 3 


Open Youth 
Souths United 3 North Pine 1, Qld Lions 3 Toowoomba 2, Bethania 1 
Brisbane Force 1, Slacks Creek 0 Rochedale Rovers 8 
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Letters to the Editor MEY (=. 


Kewell Who? Bresciano 
the King! 


Dear Sir, 

Step aside Kewell, the star player for the Australian 
national team is undoubtedly Marco Bresciano. The 
Parma man has come on leaps and bounds this season, 
where he has been one of the top performers in-the 
Ttalian Serie A, and for the Socceroos, 

He has added a new dimension to the central mid- 
field, with spark and creativity. Having both Okon and 
Skoko in the centre was good in the past from a defen- 
sive point of view, but Australia desperately needed 
some attacking action from behind the strikeforce, to 
ease the pressure off the wide men. 

Bresciano represents the true spirit of Australian 
soccer. He is daring in his approach play, confident 
and composed on the ball, and gives his all when 
tracking back to assist his defence. 

And he has helped Mark Viduka as well by provid- 
ing him with the kind of service that he thrives on, and 
the big guy returned the favour by setting up 
Bresciano’s match winner against South Africa last 
week. 

With Tim Cahill waiting in the wings, Farina has 
great depth in midfield, along with the likes of Josip 
Skoko, Simon Colosimo and Vince Grella as the 
defensive shield in the middle of the park. 

By the way I'd like to know where Grella was? The 
poor guy jumped on a plane to Caracas against 
Venezuela injured and last week he was not even 
selected for the squad. 

He surely is one of our best players, we need guys 
like Grella in the side, 

Kileen Bentley. 
Cherrybrook, NSW. 


Roos Focused 


Dear Sir, 

The Socceroos look like a team that is incredibly 
focused on qualifying for the world’s biggest football 
tournament. There is a great sense of unity among the 
players which is quite rare in international teams. 

While there are definite stars, like Kewell, Viduka 
and Lazaridis, no one is irreplaceable, and this can 
only help Farina’s cause. 


By Brett Kiucznik 


occer West Coast are poised to forge an excit- 
ing link with English club Birmingham City, 
Negotiations are currently taking place for 
the Premier League club to offer trials to two play- 
ers from the ranks of the 2004 Junior Champions 
League with the possibility of the youngsters join- 
ing the Blues playing staff on apprenticeship 
terms. 
Paul Tombides, general manager of SWC, flew to 
England last night to meet with Birmingham manager 
Steve Bruce and other club officials tie up any loose 


‘The coach believes in sticking to his guns in terms 
of his selection of similar teams in every match, and 1 
think he should be supported in this. It is vitally 
important for the players considered to be in the start- 
ing XI to have experience in playing with each other, 
and this can only happen in regular matches. 

Aloisi and Kalac may feel hard done by at the 
moment with their lack of game time, but if they have 
patience, like Bresciano, they will come to play a big- 
ger part in the next couple of years. 

Go the Aussies! They are emerging as a truly excel- 
lent team, one which all sports fans should adopt as 
their own, 

Alex Bright. 
Richmond, VIC. 


8-Teams The Way! 
Dear Sir, 

‘The notion that the national league needs local der- 
bies is absolutely absurd, in my opinion. While 
Australian fans may wish to feel the excitement of the 
world’s great derby matches, such as River-Boca, 
Milan-Inter or Rangers-Celtic, Australia offers a total- 
ly different environment. 

‘Look at the sheer size of the country. If we are seri- 
ous about having a national competition, we need to 
have clubs located around the country, and given the 
quality of the NSL at present, I feel we can only sup- 
port 8-10 teams in an elite league. 

So, sad as it may sound, Sydney can only support a 
maximum of two teams. If we look at the history 
books, since the last grand final hosted by a Sydney 
club in 1993, teams from across the country (Perth, 
Wollongong, Brisbane, Melbourne and Adelaide) 
have won the championship, while Sydney clubs have 
struggled to even qualify for the top six series. 

‘The passion that existed when Olympic played 
United or Marconi, such a key in yesteryear, simply 
disappeared, and with average attendances of around 
2,000, who could in their right mind suggest that more 
local derbies is what is needed, 

The NSL divided the soccer loving public accord- 
ing to ethnicity. Greeks supported Olympic, Italians 
supported Marconi, it was as simple as that. 

What the new APL hopes to create is clubs that 
appeal to all soccer supporters, without any lines of 
division, 

John Jenner, 
Ultimo, NSW. 


Birmingham deal on for Soccer West Coast 


ends on the deal. 

“This will be a fantastic opportunity for our best 
players from the Junior Champions League and a ter- 
tific incentive for the youngsters who will be coming 
through the championship in later years,” said 
Tombides. During his two and a half week stay in 
England, Tombides will also meet with Manchester 
United manager Alex Ferguson and Blackbum Rovers 
boss Graeme Souness. 

“] will be discussing matters of mutual interest with 
both managers and who knows where that might 
lead,” said Tombides. The SWC general manager will 
watch Manchester United go through their paces at 


YOUNG WOLVES JET SET TO FRANCE 


ma trend that has hit various Australian youth 

sides by storm, the Wollongong Wolves-reserve 

squad headed by coach Eddie Tesoro has left 
Sydney shores for France, 

The youth tournament called the St Joseph’s Touni 
held in picturesque St Etienne will play host to 8 club 
sides from around the world. 

Wollongong will be Oceania’s represen- 
tative and have been pooled in Group A 
alongside the National Team of Romania, 
Deportivo La Coruna and the St Joseph 
select side, 

Group B will have the Wolverhampton 
Wolves, Boavista, Parma and St Btienne. 

The South Coast club kicks-off its campaign on 
the 10th of April when they play St Joseph’s followed 
by Deportivo on the 11th and Romania on the 12th. 

It will be a worthwhile experience for the strong 20- 
man squad in France as many scouts from various 
clubs in Europe will witness this youth tournament in 


its full splendour. 2 

Before the young Wolves do battle in France, an 
English tour against various Premier League clubs was 
organized as preparation for the main event, 

‘Tesoro has taken the following team with him: 

Jamyd Vinton, Ricky Bertakis, Karouna Michael, 

Adam Gordon, Omar Obeid, Michael 

Andrews, Tommy Arcaba, Stephen 

O'Brien, Michael Robinson, Michael 

Blain, lain Hall, Blake Coates, Daniel 

Milanski, Lance Barrie, Tony 

Dulevski, Kieren Deane, Matthew 

Gordon, Wade Scherini, Ben Hughes and 
David Boscoscuro. 

At the moment the Melbourne Knights youth side, 
NSWIS and the AIS will all embark on various tours 
and tournaments in Europe. 

At present, there are a number of youth stars cur- 
rently playing in leagues across Europe, and its from: 
these tournaments, talent is spotted. 
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Power Venture Failure 


Dear Sir, 

In retrospect even a cursory study of the history of 
soccer in Western Sydney (PARRAMATTA) could 
have predicted the failure of the Parramatta Power 
venture. 

‘The Parramatta area has a special place in the his- 
tory of Oz soccer because this is where soccer began 
in Australia (1880) and where one of the first promi- 
nent Australian soccer clubs Granville was formed. 

Over the last 124 years there has been this clear 
trend with the people of Western Sydney always 
showing some interest in soccer without ever fully 
embracing the game. 

Tha nutshell there has always been no shortage of 
participating players but nearly always a shortage of 
spectators in impressive numbers. 

‘The real story can be gauged from a snapshot his- 
tory of the Granville Junior Association (est. 1902) 
and its now defunct parent body the Granville Soccer 
Club (est 1881). The Granville Junior Association 
was founded by the Granville Soccer Club over 100 
years ago to cater for (even then) the large and grow- 
ing number of all age recreational soccer players. 

Tt was the first Junior Association formed and 
despite numerous carve ups and spin offs it has never 
taken a backward step. The Granville Junior 
Association which covers all the suburbs around 
Parramatta is Australian Soccer’s most enduring suc- 
cess story the only one. 

What a contrast to the history of the now defunct 
Granville Soccer Club. Even before its final demise 
Granville EC had been a spent force for a longtime. 
However it was a different story in the early years 
(1881-1930) when Granville was one of Australia 
most prominent soccer clubs responsible for many 
fine initiatives. 

As early as 1892 before many of the world’s great 
football clubs even existed Granville began develop- 
ing their yery own purpose built soccer ground. 

Almost certainly Granville was one of the first 
Football clubs of note (all codes) to have their very 
own ground. This was a remarkable achievement at 
that time in Australia when you consider that then like 
now soccer was just a fringe sport. Unfortunately 
Clyde Oval was lost in soccer in 1943 when it was 
resumed by the Government. 


their training ground and will be a guest of the club at 
their FA Cup semi-final clash with Arsenal. He will be 
a guest of Birmingham when they host Manchester 
United at St Andrews, 

Tombides will also be having talks with at least two 

Premier League clubs regarding possible tours to 
Western Australia to take on the State team in high- 
profile challenge matches either later this year or in 
2005. 
Meanwhile, Nick Ward and Liam Lilly, of Perth 
Glory and Cockburn City respectively, have been 
called into camp for the Young Socceroos, Australia’s 
national Under-20 team. Both players spent last year 
at the Australian Institute of Sport where they came to 
the attention of national coach Ange Postecoglou. 

Ward and Lilly will attend a two-week training 
camp in France that commenced last Monday, as 
Australia commence preparations for the 2005 World 


LE COQ SPORTIF 
WINNERS 


‘Thank you to all who entered ABSW’s competition in the 
Le Coq Sportif give-way. The winners of these two terrific 
boots were Dominic Zagari of Georges Hall and Steven 
Xuereb of Sans Souci. 


le cog sportif 


_ People who knew it claim that Clyde Oval was an 
impressive ground by the standards of those times in 
pre war Sydney. 

Granville also had strong links with its local com- 
munity which was then overwhelmingly Anglo 
Australian and working class. These links survived 
right up until the post war era but regardless of what 
success Granville achieved there was always one vital 
factor missing good attendance figures. 

Some people my be surprised that in the post war 
era at Garside Park, Granville drew up to 6,000 peo- 
ple but as always when you match that with the num- 
ber of players registered with the G.J.A. churches 
schools etc their families and friends it was not 
impressive. Over the last 45+ years there has been a 
huge population increase in Western’ Sydney. 
Successor clubs like Marconi, Blacktown Melita 
Eagles, Sydney Utd and others have when you exam- 
ine their “TRUE” attendance figures have in general 
proved to be as bad if not worse drawcards than the 
old Granville club in its heyday. 

Tt seems to me the story of soccer in Westem 
Sydney from 1880/1 is one of those “THE MORE. 
THINGS CHANGE THE MORE THEY STAY THE 
SAME.” 

R Melor, 
Bondi. NSW. 


HAVE SOMETHING 
10 SAY? 


VOICE YOUR OPINION TO 
ABSW 
Either via Email or by Mail. 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 2037 or email 
absw@foreignlanguage.com.au 


This week's open forum - Should there be 
a Second Division in Australia? 


Youth Championships in the Netherlands. While in 
camp the Young Socceroos are expected to play a 
number of friendlies against youth teams which 
include Paris St Germain. 


V 


CTORIAN PREI 


ApSW ($} 


HIER LEAGUE 2003-04 


Round 8 Results c 5 ; 5 
Oakleigh Cannons 5 Alon po Wet tae The quest for Victorian Soccer's Holy Grail 
Magic 0 1.BulleenZebrasSC 7 5 14 1 6 as 
(Xhezair Sulemani 3, Juan Nilo, 2FrankstonPinesSC 8 5 {4 2 4 he gauntlet has been thrown down and the _ lovely to see the underdogs win,” said Olsen. 
Alex Kiratzoglou) 3.Altona Magic SC fase tic " Jast 32 teams in the Crazy John’s Cup As he drew the teams out of the Dockerty Cup, 
Bentleigh Greens 2 St Albans 4.Green Gully Cavaliers 7 4 3 0 4 have been drawn in what looks set tobe a Paul Wade reminisced about his past triumphs in the 
Saints 0 5St Albans Saints SC 8 2 gripping path to the final. Dockerty Cup while playing for South Melbourne in 
(B Caffrey, E Papadopoulos) A Ss bs 2 8 To take the Crazy John’s Cup home, the winner the late 80s and early 90s.*You play every match for 
eon emesyn. || CCetilbesie MMe ee 6 will have to survive another four rounds of Cup what it is, it’s just 90 minutes, it’s cut throat, you 
(MCureija3) _(N Veljevic) 7.OakieighCannonsSC 8 4 #1 3 9 competition that will culminate in the Final, to be lose and your out, but if you do win it’s the greatest 
Fawkner Blues 1 Whittlesea | 858sendonRoyalsSC 8 2 3 9 7 held on Sunday, 19 September 2004. feeling ever,” said Wade. 
Stallions 1 Q.Whittlesea Stallions 8 1 #2 5 16 te were at emo coset Cup, Danica Bown Victorian Soret Feceation 
-awknel mer Socceroo Jes} sen, Ted .CEO, is committed to maintaining the positive trer 
aed eee) i caNuah eee ‘ 9 : Smith and Rick Dockeny drew the remainige 32 towards improvement and he says, “We are very 
OR Diaco) F $ teams out of the original Dockerty Cup. The draw serious about building on the burgeoning interest in 
12,Knox City SC Sathya és 7 will see the State League sides go head to head with soccer in this state.” 
Victorian Premier League and NSL sides. Round five of the Crazy John’s Cup kicks-off on 
Round 9 Fixtures os Monday, 13 June 2004 and all teams now have the 
x chance to showcase their determination and heart, 
wanes Ap S reaal AS ia n contra ets via they go ais the Victorian Premier League 
Greens SC an jubs. 
Hi Soccer NSW had a similar cup called the 
ieee te am for Power sta rs Continental Cup which had a mass number of sides 
Frankston Pines SC jour Parramatta Power forgot to resolve was what will all take part from all parts of NSW in claiming the Cup. 
Knox City SC ys Bullen stars are seeking Asian the players do from now until the Its already been heralded as a success as the com- 
Zebras SC contracts after last _ start of the new competition. petition goes through its Quarter-Final stages. 
St Albans Saints SC vs, week’s grand final, Like in Dodd and Milicic’s 
Essendon Royals SC Player of the Year Ante Milicic case, many of this year’s NSL 
Sun, 18 Apr, 6:00PM has confirmed he's off to Malaysia, _stars have families to support and 
Green Gully Cavaliers SC while teammates Travis Dodd and _ had soccer as their only source of 
ys.Preston Lions SC Paul O'Grady could join him inthe income - moving abroad or play- 
Mon, 19 Apr, 8:15PM M_League. ing locally would be their only 


German ace midfielder Andre 
Gumprecht has his agent fielding 
offers from Asian clubs also. 
Milicic said: "I had no choice. I 


Whittlesea Stallions SC ys, 
Oakleigh Cannons SC 


alternatives to gather a revenue. 
Having bought 11 or so new 
players this year, the Power play- 


Due to ABSW deadlines - we ers were still in full force even 


5 rely on soccer for an income. I _ after their loss to the Glory. 

were unable to print match have a wife, nine-month old son Many of the lads had big night | Former Socceroo Paul Wade shown during 

reports from last week’s and a mortgage." and most of which stated what will the Crazy Johns Cup draw. 
Victorian Premier League ae "4 he ced x Pei sas Senos Paul Wade and Ted Smith are no strangers to the 
matches, Rest assured, the VPL —youne buy and mortgage, I just APL’s eight-team competition, | P¥estigious competition, having won it five times 
stats will be back better than bought a house in Sydney.” which kick-starts in July/August, } between them. Jesper Olsen, ex-Manchester United 
ever next week with a fall wrap _|t Will be likely scenario for a will have a so-called pre touma- J 1d Denmark, World Cup hero is also no stranger to 
number of NSL stars as the year ment competition next January as} the feeling of Cup competition, having won the FA. 
on Round 9’s VPL games, has come to an end. part of the league’s new reform. Cup with Manchester United. “I was lucky enough 
One aspect the new ASA group to win the FA Cup in 85....] can say it’s always 


By IrinI Blandis 
Correspondant 
Piraeus, Greece. 


OHNNY KYRAS- 

TAS, a star player, 

had the stunning looks 
of a handsome film star, 
plus a cracking smile that 
had the girls and media 
targeting this International 
attacking right defender 
wherever he went. 

He was one of Greece's 
best players, attracting great 
attention both on and off the 
pit, 

Slimly built, this athletic, 
elastic player, Johnny was 
bom on October 25th 1952 
in the fabulously picturesque 
port city of Greece, beautiful 
Piraeus. 

As a teal bonus, Kyrastas 
was also gifted with an 
incredible explosive pace. 

With his dazzling skills 
plus scorching mobility, 
Johnny soon graduated into 
the senior ranks of Soccer to 
play for the famous ‘Red and 
White’ Greek side 
Olympiakos of Piraeus. 

In 1976 Kyrastas toured 
Australia together with his 
close friend, and construc- 


tive midfielder Petros 
Karavidis. This talented pair 
were destined to play for the 
National team of Greece 
with Kyrastas making his 
debut in the international 
arena on the 25th November 
1974 against Cyprus. Under 
the high-profiled coach Alkis 
Panagoulis, Greece easily 
won this match 3-1. 

The. film star looking 
Kyrastas remained with 
Olympiakos for six consecu- 
tive years during which time 
he represented the Greek 
national team on 39 occa- 
sions, In 1980, unexpectedly, 
Kyrastas signed a lucrative 
contract with Athenian giant 
arch rivals Panathinaikos 
where in his very first season 
as captain, Kyrastas met 
instant success winning the 
Greek League and Cup dou- 
ble, 

The mobile attacking right 
defender whilst at 
Panathinaikos played anoth- 
er seven internationals to lift 
his tally to 46 full caps for 
Greece. 

In 1986, Kyrastas retired 
at the age of 34 but was 
enticed to enter the ranks of 
coaching of Youth teams. 


Johnny Kyrastas: Buried In Athens last Friday, 
aged 52, 


Just two years later he 
returned to Athens to coach 
his old club Panathinaikos, 
the famous European ‘Green 
‘Team! with star right-flanker 
Domazos that were 1971 
European Cup finalists mak- 
ing it to Wembley Stadium 
under the guidance of 
Ference Puskas. 

Two years later Kyzastas 
took over as coach of 
Northern Greek side Iraklis, 
before once again returning 
to Panathinaikos the follow- 
ing year. 

Ten days before Christmas 
on 2001, superstar Kyrastas 
retired totally from the 
labours of Soccer Stadiums. 

Tust four weeks ago, (most 
unexpectedly),  Kyrastas' 
health rapidly began to wane 
as this fabulous Greek 
Soccer star was struck down 
by a mysterious illness (a 
tare blood disorder — 
Sypsaimia) which doctors 
initially, and optimistically, 
anticipated he would sur- 
vive. : 

Ina fairytale story, Johnny 
Kyrastas met a vivacjous 
young television actress 
named Roula on Christmas 
Day of 1979, This unplanned 


Johnny Kyrastas 


encounter ignited an ‘instant 
love at first sight'. This star 
couple soon married with the 
union yielding two lovely 
daughters. 

Last Thursday, (April 1), 
the entire nation of Greece 
was severely rocked as the 
curtain on the illustrious 
career of the amazing life of 
Johnny Kyrastas, (the hand- 
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some mobile Greek intema- 
tional defender), suddenly 
came to an end with his 
death at the age of just 52. 

Last Friday in Athens, the 
great Johnny Kyrastas, 
International Soccer player 
par excellence, was finally 
laid to rest at his massive 
funeral, leaving his beloved 
wife Roula devastated. 


@&) ABsw: 


Green and Gold Army Series Green & Gots Army 


By Mark van Aken 


you are a regular follower of this col- 
umn — there are four of you across 


ustralia I believe- then you may 
recall that at Christmas this scribe laid out 
his 12 wishes for the game over the year 
ahead. 

Now as we prepare to tuck into an 
Easter feast — or just enjoy 4 days off- its 
an apt time to review my wishes and check 
out whether the fat man from the North 
pole has delivered or not. 


1, Onthe first day of Christmas my 
truelove will give to me a new ASA 
Togo- 

No such luck as yet. It may seem trivial 
but every time we look at the ASA logo 
we think SA with an extra word. For the 
game to move on, symbolically this is 
important. Not to mention that the logo is 
just crappy to begin with and that pretty 
much every Socceroos top in the world 
has been recalled by Adidas, 

‘This apparently due to it having the old 
logo and legally these couldn't be sold. 
This seems far-fetched but with one half- 
assed unit of Law during my half-assed 
time at Uni under my belt, who am I to 
argue? Prognosis — No eggnog for Santa 
next year. 

2, On the second day of Christmas 
my true love will give to me the 
Socceroos live in the flesh. 

Australia takes on Turkey on May 21 
and 24. Turkey is an exciting unit that fin- 
ished third at the last World Cup. So I 
guess this wish, nay demand, came off. 
Logistically this. is the only time the 
Socceroos can come home so the ASA 
must ensure that these games become 
etched in stone each and every year. They 
must also ensure they are against quality 
teams like Turkey. On the down side peo- 
ple outside Soccer circles would probably 
not be aware of the quality of the Turks 


12 


thus its main stream appeal is limited — the 
soccer community should however easily 
fill the SFS, sorry: Aussie Stadium and, if 
Prices are reasonable, the Telstra Dome in 
Melbourne. Prognosis — big hug to the 
round guy in red. 

3. On the third day of Christmas, 
given that we got our wish on Day 2, we 
will need something to wear. 

Adidas had a brand new Socceroos top 
ready to go, then SA folded. The ASA 
came in and started running the place like 
a business ~ Why break with tradition 
Labozetta asked?- and out to tender went 
the contract. Puma were talked to, Reebok 
had a look and Adidas were apparently 
close to being re-signed until the crew 
with the swoosh jumped the pack and is 
preparing a new kit as we speak. 

Note-if its anything like that blue mon- 
Strosity we wore against the Saffas, then 
we aren’t off to a good start. All judge- 
ment reserved till we see the real strip. 
Prognosis — Wait and see. 

4, On the fourth day of Christmas 
we want the Crawford Report ratified. 

‘When this request was penned late last 
year it was aimed at some of the state fed- 
erations who were stalling reform. Now it 
seems this request might just need to be 
whispered into the ears of certain execu- 
tives at the national body. 

This is not to say that they haven’t been. 
doing a good job per se, but just a 
reminder that the games renaissance has a 
binding blue print attached. While creative 
license is natural, key things like an APL 
Commission are imperative to the games 
governance so Messrs O'Neill and Lowy 
if you need a PDF of the document-drop 
me a line. Prognosis — 50 cents each way: 
some progress made, some would argue at 
what cost but thus far the positives out- 
weigh the negatives, 

5. On the sixth day of Christmas 
my true love will give to me Socceroos 
players with Australian accents. 


Tim Cahill fronts his first press confer- 
ence as a Socceroo and shazam — there it is 
an over whelming cockney twang. This 
wish hasn’t happened and thus its time for 
my sub-wish to occur; Aussie lessons for 
our ‘players. Can we introduce an 
‘Australian as a second language’ course 
through open learning for our phonically 
challenged players? 

As I have stated previously, a care pack- 
age with an array of Australian shows 
from Kath & Kim through to Acropolis 
Now would give them a taste of different 
versions of modem day Australian vernac- 
ular. Prognosis: Santa, why have you for- 
saken me? 

6 On the seventh day of 
Christmas, despite it being condemned 
in its current format, more Australians 
would be flocking to NSL grounds 
around the country. 

Adelaide yes. Perth yes, but not nearly 
as many as in the past and South 
Melbourne almost. For every other NSL 
club this has sadly-not happened. 

‘Death to the NSL’ regularly gets 
marched out at soccer fixtures of varying 
make up, It is irrelevant; the NSL is con- 
demned and at its current rate would bare- 
ly have lasted ‘much longer regardless. 
Prognosis: A pass in some markets, a big 
fat fail in most, no Beer and biscuits on the 
porch this December. 

7. On the eighth day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me a national foot- 
bail program with a top class technical 
director and support staff, 

Dr Joseph Venglos gave the game a 
check up, and whispers are that his prog- 
nosis wasn’t fantastic. This is realistically 
not telling us anything new. 

To this date however changes have been 
minimal, which is either a thumbs up for 
the status quo or perhaps just a PR exer- 
cise. By this I mean that the ASA are rid- 
ing a waive of positive publicity and may 
be careful to rock the boat by announcing 
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EX ~Tim li in Adelaide and is intrested in going othe Sydney game; 
_——-Timm Smith, 0402 111 111, Ex-Adel Amr Syd. 


1¢ and wants to 


Soccer’s 12 days of Christmas = 
Easter Reviewv 


sackings or massive structural changes. 

However if I am to get my Xmas wish, 
or Venglos his, changes are inevitable — 
it’s a matter of when, not if, Father 
Christmas, your assistance please, 

8. On the 9th day the Oceania 
Football Confederation gets its house in 
order or Australia ships out. 

As we go to press Oceania is still 
embroiled in low level, primary school 
level nonsense. Certain members are 
ignoring democracy and it can only push 
people to again question how we can make 
this confederation work considering the 
gap in ideology and circumstance between 
Australia, New Zealand and then the-next 
tier of members. Easter Bunny, ideas 
please little fella! 

9. Onthe 10th day of Christmas my 
true love some how gets the powers that 
be in Asia to stop point blank lying to 
Us, 

Asia hasn’t told us a porky in all of 
2004. This is mainly because we haven’t 
spoken to them. John O'Neill is talking 
about some union at club level. He talks of 
a Pan-Pacific league which on the surface 
can only further muddy the waters 
between Oceania (read Australia) and the 
region. 

FYI Asia has its own vibrant and suc- 
cessful club competition; the Asidn 
Champions League. Ie let’s push for inclu- 
sion in this rather than ruffle feathers by 
Starting our own half-baked version. 
Prognosis; Nil-all draw. 

10, Continuing on the previous day’s 
theme, on the 11th day will the real 
Sepp Blatter will please stand up, 

‘The last quarter of the year has been 
great. We haven’t thought about Sepp, and 
it's a safe guess that he hasn’t thought 
about us - lets keep it that way. 

‘The smiling assassin is nothing if not a 
clever politician. You know the type, the 
people who can talk for hours but not actu- 
ally say anything. On Rudolph, on Dancer, 


OSs 


on Vixon, take the jolly man away before 
we slap him. 

Ul. On the last day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me 20 million people 
all behind our (potentially) mighty 
Socceroos. 

This is happening, slowly but surely 
and game by game. A big crowd fronted 
for the friendly against Sth Africa and this 
shows the true drawing power of our team, 
especially in expat hot beds. The 
Socceroos match still ran 3rd of 4th on 
nightly news behind Rugby League in the 
North and Aussie Rules in the South and 
West, hopefully the Roos form will 
demand top billing on news broadcasts in 
the years ahead. 

So there we go, a swag of Christmas 
goodies in a nutshell. Some are working 
well, some have been slightly dented and 
broken and some are still to arrive. As 
always, whether you are celebrating Easter 
or just the quarter time siren on another 
big year, have a great long weekend: I’ll 
see you at the soccer. 

12. On the last day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me 20 million people 
all behind our (potentially) mighty 
Socceroos. 

This is happening, slowly but surely 
and game by game. A big crowd fronted 
for the friendly against Sth Africa and this 
shows the true drawing power of our team, 
especially in expat hot beds. The 
Socceroos match still ran 3rd of 4th on 
nightly news behind Rugby League in the 
North and Aussie Rules in the South and 
West, hopefully the Roos form will 
demand top billing on news broadcasts in 
the years ahead. 

So there we go, a swag of Christmas 
goodies in a nutshell. Some are working 

~ well, some have been slightly dented and 
broken and some are still to arrive, As 
always, whether you are celebrating Easter 
or just the quarter time siren, 
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CANBERRA DEAKIN: 


Youth Champions of Australia 


Bernie Lustica 


the referee blew the 
final whistle on 
Saturday 20 March 
2004 at McKellar Stadium, 
Canberra Deakin under the \* \ 
guidance of Vid Horvat com- 
pleted one the most amazing 
results in its illustrious history. 
‘The 2-1 victory over South Melbourne 
in the National Youth League Grand Final 
gave Canberra Deakin the crown as the 
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style can clearly be attributed to one man - 
Vid Horvat, 
Horvat with his assistants John 
Bull, Zoran Glavinic and Daniel 
Ne Jukic have moulded a group of 
unknown young individuals 
v into the most exciting and 
attacking teams of the National 
Youth League. They have 
amassed an incredible 72 goals dur- 
~ ing the regular season with 38 goals com- 
ing from leading scorers of the NYL 
Nathan Caldwell and Robbie Cattanach. 


best Youth Team in Australia. 

‘This is the first time that a non NSL 
club has won the NYL, making Deakin’s 
achievement even more remarkable. 

Only the most fervent one eyed sup- 
porters could have imagined that after 
only its second season Canberra Deakin 
would win the: 

1. NYL Northern Division Premiership 

2. NYL Northem Division Grand Final 

3. NYL Grand Final 

4, Nathan Caldwell —NYL Player of the 
Year 

5. Nathan Caldwell and Robbie 
Cattanach - Top goal scorers NYL, 

Canberra Deakin’s success in securing 
the National Youth League title in such 


‘Neill seeks compromise 


Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka 
could be given a green light to skip 
some international matches as 
Australian football's new chief John 
O'Neill searches for a compromise 
in the club versus country row. 

ONeill met the Australian squad 
for the first time last week on the eve 
of their one-nil win against South 
Africa in London, and spoke to them 
about their responsibilities in repre- 
senting their country. 

But he also said flexibility was 
needed to allow for the enormous 
burden of club matches the players 
shoulder. 

‘The issue was again highlighted 
when Viduka and Kewell pulled out 
of last month's match against 
Venezuela, claiming injuries. 

O'Neill hinted that some players 
would be allowed to skip matches 
such as the lopsided Oceania World 
Cup qualifiers against Pacific island 
nations. 

"Tl _be espousing that we take a 
squad approach, with perhaps 30-40 
players," O'Neill said. "There will 


-- — 
The 2003-04 NYL Champions Canberra Deakin. 


Harry Kewell shown In action 
against South Africa last 
week has stated that he 

speaks to coach Farina and 

no-one else. 


The likeable and enigmatic Deakin 
Coach embarked on an ambitious project 
with club management 3 years ago setting 
out to conquer the National Youth League 
of Australia. He came to Canberra from 
Melbourne after a short stint with the 
Melbourne Knights to further develop and 
enhance a Junior development program 
that had previously produced players of 
the calibre of Ned Zelic. Josip Simunic, 
Ante Juric just to name a few. 

His qualifications and experience were 
impressive having successfully coached in 
Croatia, Slovenia, Canada and the USA 
prior to coming to Australia. 

In the six year history of the Canadian 
Professional Soccer League he took his 


be times that because of fatigue, we 
will rest some players. We know 
what the general principle is and 
we'd like to have our best team on 
the field but, depending on the 
match, that best team will vary. 
Flexibility is needed.” 

Although he met the players at 
their base west of London, O'Neill 
did not speak individually to Kewell 
who recently levelled an indirect 
attack at the new chief executive by 
saying he answers only to coach 
Frank Farina and that Australian 
football was a shambles. 

"T didn't take any notice of that," 
O'Neill said. "It was a very unfortu- 
pale article. We want to take the 
focus away from simply talking 
about two players - Harry Kewell 
and Mark Viduka. The obsession the 
media has with Kewell and Viduka 
is unfair and unnecessary." 

Kewell sparked heated debate 
when he declared the ankle injury 
which kept him out of the Venezuela 
match would prevent him playing 
games after long haul flights - effec- 


side the Hamilton Steelers to three consec- 
utive Grand finals from 1987 to 1989 and 
was voted Coach of the Year in 1988. 

In his first year at Canberra Deakin he 
transformed the club into a more profes- 
sional and ambitious outfit, Working full 
time as a coach his initiatives were to train 
5 days per week and also made himself 
available 7 days per week for any Junior 
or senior players that were willing to do 
additional training. 

Not content in successfully taking 
Canberra Deakin’s ACT Premier League 
side to its first premiership in five years in 
2001 he was convinced that a team from 
Canberra could participate successfully in 
the National Youth League. 

Deakin’s application to Soccer 
Australia for the NYL in 2001 was reject- 
ed; however in 2002 the green light was 
given to participate in the 2002/2003 
Northem Division of the NYL. 

With a short preparation and limited 
resources and no backing of an NSL club, 
Deakin under the guile of Horvat pro- 
duced some remarkable results in the 
2002/2003. Horvat was able to steer the 
team to a position where they lead the 
NYL competition for a period of 10 weeks 
and finally finishing the season in 6th 
position and missing the playoffs by only 
4 points. 

Horvat surprised many pundits with his 
flamboyant style in his first season in the 
NYL, with Deakin scoring more goals 
than any other team in the competition 
apart from Parramatta Power. Michael 
Spaleta also finished the season as the top 
goal scorer with 17 goals. 

Season 2003 /2004 saw similar obsta- 
les to the first year; new squad (only two 
players remained from last year’s squad), 
no NSL team to be used as a backup and 
limited use of overage players. 

However, Horvat’s philosophies about 
team work and developing its own style of 
attacking soccer proved to be the defining 
factor in this remarkable success story. 

In describing his success with Deakin, 
Horvat said: 

“Our strategy is so simple, we defend 


night's 


try," he said. 
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tively ruling him out of the majority 
of Australia's games, including the 
World Cup qualifiers. 

"That is a matter that Frank 
Farina is handling, that is a situation 
that has to be managed," O'Neill 
said. "From speaking to Frank, 
there's no doubting Harry Kewell's 
desire to play for Australia.” 

But O'Neill was adamant the best 
players were available for four home 
matches in Australia each year in 
what he hopes will be a better struc- 
tured international calendar. 

"We have two matches against 
Turkey in May, which is the first 
time the Socceroos have played in 
Anstralia in two and half years, 
which isn't good enough," he said, 
"But we have to find the window for 
these games. There's no magic 
wand, there's a lot of work to do.” 

O'Neill said he received positive 
feedback from the players at last 
"productive" 
"There's no lack of passion, desire 
and patriotism to play for their coun- 


Robbie Cattanach has been one of 
Deakin’s most consistent players 
this year. 
with 11 players and attack with 6 or 7 or 
more. Individual brilliance is encouraged 
but the priority was always hard team 
work Our best player was always the 
team. This is why we became the best. I 

am so proud.” 

He also gave a little insight into his own 
coaching methods when commenting 
about why he was able to extract so much 
out of the players in so little time? 

“Working heavily on player’s technique 
and constant repetition makes them better 
equipped to make the right decisions dur- 
ing the game, and offcourse special atten- 
tion was also given to mental and tactical 
preparation as the players are still young, 
but they listened and learnt quickly.” 

‘There are many players that have bene- 
fited from their time under the guidance of 
Horvat and although the club does not 
know if there will be a NSL Youth League 
within the immediate future, it is still pre- 
pared to invest further in the development 
young talent in Australia, 

Andrew Barisic - 17 year old striker is 


meeting. 


off to Europe in April for trials, Robbie 
Cattanach ~top goal scorer in the NYL is 
already in Scotland trialling with 
Aberdeen, 17 year old Jair Wilk has been 
targeted by former Argentine National 
Coach Carlos Bilardo for a career in 
Argentina and defender Nikolai Toplar 
Stanley has been named in the Australian 
Under 20 squad. Nathan Caldwell NYL 
player of the year has been the target of 
many clubs within and outside of 
Australia, 

All these players are aware and appreci- 
ate the opportunity that was given to them 
by Canberra Deakin to display their soccer 
talents at the highest youth level in 
Australia. However they also are aware 
that without the tenacity and vigour of Vid 
Horvat’s coaching they would not have 
been part of this amazing championship 
winning side. 

History will show that Canberra Deakin 
is the first non NSL club to win the 
National Youth League. For that they must 
be proud, 


‘Superstar coach Viado Horvat has 
really been the heart and soul of 
the club for the past 2 seasons. 


MARCONI STARS 
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Greece U23 
Australia U23 


By Ross Musso 


he picturesque setting of a 

semi-completed 

Panthessaliko Stadium 
with the famous Mount Pelion as 
a backdrop was the venue for 
last Wednesday’s friendly inter- 
national between the Greek and 
Australian Olympic teams in the 
city of Volos, Greece. 

This match was the inaugural 
event staged at the new complex, 
specially built for the upcoming 
Olympic Games Football tourna- 
ment. As with many venues for the 
2004 Games, it remains a ‘work in 
Progress’. Accordingly, whilst it 
will host 25,000 spectators when 
finished, a crowd of approximate- 
ly 4,500 was permitted for this 
match, 

With National and Olympic 
Team Coach, Frank Farina on duty 
in London for this evening’s 
friendly against South Africa, 
Assistant Coach Graham Amold 
took the reins of the Olympic 
Team for this match, watched by 
numerous IOC and FIFA officials, 

On this cool early spring after- 
noon, the locals were confident of 
an emphatic victory over a travel 
weary Australian outfit to cele- 
brate the inauguration of their new 
stadium, 

However, the Australian’s dis- 
played tactical discipline and 
maturity in following Coach 
Amold’s instructions to the letter, 
to battle out a well deseryed 0-0 
draw. 

Expecting an early Greek 
onslaught, Australia kept their 
defensive shape to soak up the 
early pressure. Indeed, it was 
Australia who had the first real 
opportunity at goal when young 
gun Spase Dilevski released Alex 
Brosque with a looping through 
ball from the right. Brosque’s shot 
was hit wide of goal but it sig- 
nalled the danger posed by the 
Australians. 

The Greek attack was full of 


running and was exerting pressure 
on Australia in the opening 20 
minutes, however many of their 
attacking raids were repelled by 
the aerial prowess of Adrian 
Madaschi and Patrick Kisnorbo. 
With Middlesborough reserve 


Car! Valeri (Left) in mid-air 
action. 


keeper Brad Jones marshalling the 
defense, the Australians held firm 
and created several chances on the 
break. 

One such counter attack in the 
24th minute saw Australia string 
together a lightning passing move- 
ment on the right leading to a con- 
troversially declined _ penalty 
decision after a challenge on skip- 
per Luke Wilkshire, Despite the 
Australian protests, the referee 
waved play on and Australia again 
threatened the goal three minutes 
later when a Shane Cansdell- 
Sherriff and Alex Brosque 
exchange on the right lead to an 
opportunity for big Aussie striker 
Dylan Macallister. The Greeks 
forced a corner as Macallister 
work rate and height continually 
caused them problems in the air, 

One touch football on the 
counter from the right again creat- 
ed a chance for Australia in the 
34th minute when an early 


Stand-in Olyroo coach Graham Arnold was rather pleased 


with his squad’s showing. 


by inches and falls to Brosque. 
Unselfishly, Brosque laid the ball 
laterally for Wilkshire to volley 
wide from just outside the box. 

With halftime beckoning, the 
game opened up with play moving 
from end to end and the Greeks 
coming closest to breaking the 
impasse in the 37th minute when a 
rapid exchange of passes inside 
the Australian penalty area lead to 
a shot on goal by Greek midfielder 
Toannis Amanatidis. The shot hit- 
ting the post and a scrambling 
Australian defense clearing the 
ball to safety. 

Australia’s composure grew as 
the game wore on and the Greek 
attack was being handled with rel- 
ative comfort by an industrious 
Aussie midfield, superbly led by 
Inter Milan’s Primavera star Carl 
Valeri dominated the bulk of the 
second half. 

Macalister’s presence up front 


a handful for the Greek 
defence. 


was obviously posing concerns for 
Greece and he was again brought 
down just outside the box in the 
48th minute, Whilst the ensuing 
free kick by Brosque was hit 
straight to the Greek custodian, it 
was clear that this match was any- 
thing but the anticipated walkover 
as the crowd began to get more 
vocal in their support of the home 
team. 

Both teams made several substi- 
tutions throughout the second 
Stanza and the underrated 
Australians were looking the more 
likely to snatch victory as a frus- 
trated Greece resorted to long dis- 
tance shots on goal. Continually 
breaking well from defensive 
duties, Australia’s midfield exert- 
ed their superiority and looked 
dangerous with clinical passes 
opening the Greek defense. 

With the willing home crowd 
roaring the team to greater heights, 
Greece enjoyed their best passage 
of the match in the final 15 min- 
utes as a tiring Australia looked to 
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UNDER 23'S EARN DESERVED 
DRAW WITH GREECE 


” Dilevski cross eludes Macalister 


Shane Cansdell-Sherriff (Left) battling with a Greek opponent at the Volos Stadium. 


hold on to the late barrage. The 
lack of genuine penetration by 
Greece was best exemplified by 
their offensive inability to domi- 
nate Adrian Madaschi or Patrick 
Kisnorbo in the air and Jonathan 
McKain on the ground. 

McKain in particular came in 
for some rough treatment by 
Greece with his legs covered in 
yicious grazes caused by some 
over zealous challenges towards 
the end of the match. 

The game could have taken a 
turn for the worse had the referee 
used his caution book a few times 
but resisted. 

In keeping with the spirit of an 
International Friendly, the referee 
did not issue any yellow cards but 
could not ignore the blatant crude 
foul on Kisnorbo in injury time as 
Greek midfielder Ioannis Taralidis 
was sent off in the 92nd minute. 
‘The match ended a 0-0 draw but 
the accolades were all Australia’s 
as the unfairly maligned team 
toughed out a deserved draw with 
the Olympic hosts. 

Graham Arnold was full of 
ptaise for the team after the match. 

“We obviously faced some tax- 
ing travel issues in playing this 


match with two of our starting line 
up not arriving in time to even 
train with the team as they checked 
into our hotel after playing club 
matches on Sunday. 

“Furthermore, five of the play- 
ers are under 20 and showed what 
a fine future this team has before 
it. 

“I was exceptional proud of our 
performance and believe the result 
‘was well deserved. It augurs well 
for our upcoming Olympic cam- 


paign and Australian football’s 
international future,” stated a 
beaming Amold_ 

It was a rough 3 hour trip for the 
Olyroo squad from the capital of 
Athens to Volos, a joumey that 
certainly took its toll on the play- 
ers themselves however it was a 
great hit-out for the young Olyroo 
squad with more friendly matches 
and training camps scheduled in 
the next few months. 


Tr tee actayt 
48. Eugen Galekovic 


8. Brett Holman (55m Sub - 19. Nick Carle} 

9, Dylan Macalister (72m Sub - 14. Scott McDonald) 
10. Luke Wilkshire (76m ~ 15. Gareth Edds) 

11. Alex Brosque (65m Sub — 16, Ryan Griffiths? 


APOSTOLAKIS 
PRAISES AUSSIES 


reek U23’s coach 
Startos  Apostolakis 
spoke highly of the 


Australian contingent after last 
week’s friendly match in Volos. 

‘The former Greek internation- 
al stressed the point that the 
Australian side could do some 
damage come Olympic Games: 
time, 

“We fielded an under-strength 
side but we did well against qual- 
ity opposition. It was a good test 
for us. I think the Australian side 
will do well in Athens. They 
looked really organized and had 
some good individual players.” , 

“We were missing some of our 
top players as they were-rested 
for this game but we still have a 


lot to do for a chance to gain 
something from the Games in 
Greece. It will be a great moment 
for all the players and myself rep- 
resenting our nation. 

We want to do the country 
proud and know with our main 
players at the helm, we could 
prove to gain some upsets,” said 
Apostolakis. 

The new scene of the Volos 
Stadium was near its completion 
and Stratos was more than happy 
about the facilities. 

“Tts been no secret that the 
world media has put down the 
settings of the Olympic Games. 
The Volos Stadium was in 
immaculate condition, no one 
had any complaints and I know it 


will look even more better when 
the stadium has been fully built.” 

Asked about what he thought 
of the red card incident that saw. 
Taralidis sent off for a two-footed 
lunge on Patrick Kisnorbo, 
Startos was quick to say that the 
decision was correct. 

“T think Ioannis was in the 
wrong. He played out a profes- 
sional foul and was punished 
accordingly. I think it was due to 
the physical style of game that it 
ended like that”, 

‘The Greek U23’s side are set 
to take a few training camps 
around the Volos area in prepara- 
tion for the Olympic Games with 
3 big name over-age players set 
to star for the Blues in Athens. 


UNSW GAINS (TSP E 


PROMOTION 


season was the promotion of UNI 

OF NSW Women’s soccer side in 
the Super League competition for season 
2004. 


Coached by ex-St George star Dez 
Marton, he has primmed his chargers for a 
huge season which will hopefully bring him 
and his side success. 

The team is built up of many talented play- 
ers but none more so than Effie Zanardo, 
Anna Lagoudakis, Alex Smith and Holy 
Trimble. 

Some quality talent has been recruited by 
Marton from rival sides such as the Southern 
Sharks, Marconi and a few American First 


T he big news during the women’s off- 


Division players which in tum have only - 


strengthened the squad, 

Doing well in the Mitchel] Cup in Bathurst 
and finishing in the top five have been the 
team goals set by both coaches and players as 
they hope to aspire to first year success, 

Defender Anna Lagoudakis spoke to 
ABSW about her up and coming season in the 
Women’s Super League with UNSW. 

“The club is looking for a big season this 
year. Personally, it will be a big year for me 
too. Ever since I was a toddler, I would 
always compete with my brother, I always 
had that urge to be the best that I can be. 
Having played for a few sides like the 
Sydney Cosmos, St George and Hadjuk 


he Wollongong Wolves held the 
Annual Awards Night last Friday 
at the Fraternity Cinb and it was 
"Mr Consistant" - Ben Blake, who took 
out the Award for Player of the Year, 

Wollongong has also been busily work- 
ing behind the scenes in a bid to be the 
final squad added to the new APL list 
next season. 

Word from the South Coast has it that 
the club will not stand down and that it 
will fight for the right to have a spot in 
Australia’s elite 8-team competition next 
year, 


2004 Wolves Awards 


Player of the Year - BEN BLAKE 

Rookie of the Year - Stewart Van 
Bentum 

Players' Player of the Year - Andrew 
Crews 

Golden Boot - Chimaobi Nwaogazi 

Youth Grade Player of the Year - 
Michael Blain 

Youth Grade Golden Boot - Matthew 
Werakso 


Howling Wolves Awards a 


Watch out for these young ladies In 
this years Women’s Super League 
with the UNSW. 


Wanderers, my career highlight would have 
to have been my selection in the Elliniada 
Games in Greece”. 

After 3 rounds already in the Women’s 
competition, UNSW have already found it 
tough in the big league however the team has 
responded rather well with its new competi- 
tion. 


The ‘smiling assassin, Chima 
Nwaogazi picked up the Wolves 
Golden Boot of the Year award. 


ABSW (%) 


MAKE DEBUT 


ilwall’s crafty 
and tough mid- 
‘Tim Cahill 


had a memorable warm-up 
for Sunday's FA Cup semi- 
final when he made his 


long-awaited Australia 
debut at Loftus Road last 
‘Wednesday. 

An elated Cahill came on 
as a 74th-minute substitute 
after Socceroos coach Frank 
Farina decided to rest some 
of his stars, including Leeds 
United striker Mark Viduka 
and Liverpool's Harry 
Kewell. 

"It was always in the back 
of my mind that I would 
never get a chance to play on 
the world stage, or even get a 
chance to be in the squad," 
said Cahill. 

"But the main thing is, if 1 
keep playing well for my 
club, then people can look at 
my situation and understand 
and use a bit of common- 
sense," added the 24-year- 
old, 

Cahill only recently 
received the green light to 
represent Australia following 
a protracted eligibility row 
because he played for 
Western Samoa, his mother's 
native country, as a 14-year- 
old in an Under-20 tourna- 


ment. "It was a massive mis- 
take," said Cahill. 

"I was only a young kid 
and obviously everyone 
makes mistakes. I never want 
to see anyone else in my 
predicament. 

"I don't think I should 
regret anything because you 
do what you do and you just 
get on with it. 

"I think I've dealt with it 
well, I've come through it 
with the right people around 
me and all that counts now is 
just playing well for my club 
and then playing for my 
country. 

"Iff'm not playing well for 
my club, then I'm obviously 
not--going to play for 
Australia." 

Cahill revealed he also 
had strong support from his 
Millwall team-mates, albeit 
‘he had to endure a fair bit of 
backhanded banter from his 
colleagues at the south-east 
London club. 

"They give me a bit of 
stick here and there saying, 
‘you're finally playing for 
Australia’,” he said. 

"But you take it tongue-in- 
cheek and I'm just enjoying 
every part about it and I'm 
relishing playing on 
Sunday.” 


Another of Cahill’s great 
supporters during his strug- 
gle to play for Australia was 
Farina, who predicted great 
things for his latest debutant. 

"Tim's got a big future 
ahead of him," said the 


Bresciano and Blackburn 
Rovers’ Brett Emerton made 
way for Cahill and Mile 
Sterjovski after Kewell and 
Viduka had been substituted 
in the 63rd minute, 

It is believed that Cahill 


Tim Cahill made a memorable debut for the Roos 


against South Africa last week. 
Socceroo chief. has been linked with a possi- 
But the player who really ble move to Scottish Giants 


had Farina purring was 
Viduka, whose classy pass 
created Australia's 18th 
minute winner for Parma's 
Marco Bresciano. 

"I've predicted he 
(Viduka) will go on to be one 
of the greats of the 
Australian national team," 
said Farina, 


Glasgow Rangers next sea- 
son. 

After a disappointing year 
in Scotland, Celtic have won 
the honours of winning the 
Scottish Premiership. 

Cahill will be a player that 
could certainly swing back 
the glory days of the Blues 
‘once more in Scotland. 


South Melbourne 
calls On Help 


his was a statement “Read 


written by South 
Melbourne 
President Peter Mitrakas 
about the seriousness of 
not haying the club partic- 
ipate in next year’s APL. 
At the moment, one-club 
looks set to stake a claim in 
the new -team competition 
whether it be South 
Melbourne, Melbourne 
Victory, Melbourne United 
or a club formed from the 
VSF. 


below — what 
Mitrakas stated to the 
Australian press; 


A statement from the 
President of the South 
Melbourne Soccer Club 

‘The future of the South 
Melbourne Soccer Club is 
today very much in the 
‘hands of its many thousands 
‘of members, supporters and 
friends. The Club called on 
them to show the passion, 
pride and commitment for 
which they are renowned 
and attended a public meet- 
ing that was held last 
Sunday, 4 April (12.30pm) 


triker Mark Viduka 
S says he almost quit the 

Socceroos when the 
Australian Soccer 
Association imposed a five- 
day club ban. 

Viduka made himself 
unavailable for Australia 
when it clashed with 
Venezuela in Caracas last 
month, preferring to try 
and help his club side Leeds 
United in its survival battle 
after it allowed him time off 
in Melbourne to be with his 
ill father. 


But the ASA has adopted 
a zero tolerance policy to 
such matters, and invoked 
the FIFA rule to prevent 
Viduka from lining up 
against Manchester United, 
which he says almost 
pushed him over the edge. 

"I was close," Viduka 
told Leeds, Leeds, Leeds 
magazine of his disappoint- 
ment that the circum- 
stances surrounding his 
father’s problems were not 
accepted. 

"I was thinking ‘what 


V-Bomber Almost Quit Roos 


sort of a national team is it 


that can't take into 
consideration these 
on 


"The people that run 
that place have to realise 
that running a national side 
isn't like running a shop- 
ping centre." 

Meanwhile Viduka has 
also been linked to a move 
to AS Roma in the Serie A, 
with the 28-year-old 
believed to be almost cer- 
tain to move on if Leeds is 
relegated in May. 


to help save our spiritual 
home, the Bob Jane 
Stadium, 
For the last 12 months, 
South Melbourne _ has 
focused on positioning the 
Club to gain entry into the 
Australian Premier League 
(APL). There were encour- 
aging signs during this peri- 
od, until a recent change of 
strategy from the Australian 
Soccer Association declar- 
ing that only one, state- 
based team from Victoria 
will be admitted into the 
new competition. 
Secondly, a decision was 


Mark Viduka almost 
quit the Roos after the 
Venezuela ordeal. 


made for the start date of the 
new competition, with a 
July/August 2005 date pro- 
posed. 

With the prospects of 
South Melbourne Soccer 
Club not competing in the 
APL in its own right, and 
without the income 


For 45 years, generations 
of people have contributed 
blood, sweat and tears to 
establish this spiritual home, 
and we must keep it in our 
hands. In the hands of the 
members who built it. 

As a result of this current 

position, the Club 


from competitive *x * usgeatly needs to 
soccer for at * faise funds to 
least 10 live on. | 
months, there urge all to 
is a signifi. bring their 
cant financial children, 
debt that the parents, 
Club can no grandparents 
longer sustain and friends in 
without the an effort to show 


immediate support 
of its friends and sup- 
porters, 

The South Melbourne 
Soccer Club has a proud his- 
tory, and, with its friends, 
members and supporters, is 
currently working diligently 
to keep the club in exis- 
tence, It is not certain as to 
which competition this club 
will compete in next year, 
however it is imperative that 
the friends of South 
Melbourne act to save the 
home ground we have built, 
the Bob Jane Stadium. 
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our strength in 
numbers. We will be 
taking donations, asking you 
to contribute to saving this 
proud club, 

A club that has given so 
many memories to the sport- 
ing public, and is deeply 
entrenched in the sporting 
culture of Melbourne, 

South Melbourne Soccer 
Club was built by its mem- 
bers and the community, and 
today, its future is dependent 
‘on those people more than 
ever, 


5 


dIDI« 2S 


ye fh 4 
ae AQ rere 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 6, 2004 


Parramatta Power 2004 
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KEWELL’S STANCE 


Whether you love him or loathe him, Harry Kewell 
last week stated firmly that the only person he will 
discuss his Socceroo matters will be to Frank Farina 
ONLY. 

ASA chairman Frank Lowy and CEO John O'Neill 
made the trek to England for Australia’s clash against 
the South Africans, only to find that Kewell has ears 
for Farina. 

So much for clearing up his intemational affairs 
with the new stdff at ASA, Kewell though has said 
that he will commit tothe Green and Gold cause, 


SNOOPING FOR A 
POSITION 


With 8-teams billed for next year’s APL, there’s a 
certain coach that has put his finger in a few pies in 
wanting to get a job next season. 

Having been shown the door once before, the cur- 
rent NSL coach will be putting in the hard yards in 
keeping his name in the Australian soccer front, 

To him I say GOOD LUCK! 


How Good Is 
BRESCIANO? 


Ringing in the terraces of Parma’s home ground, 
the name Marco Bresciano is heard on the !oud speak~ 
ers by the ground announcer. 

In full praise and appreciation, the Parma faithful 
rejoice and chant Bresciano’s name. 

‘This is a sign of what to expect for Marco. 

Surely a talent on his own merits, Bresciano is cur- 
rently in his prime and he will only get better as the 
years pros 

‘Yet again he showed why he’s so good during last 
week’s friendly match against South Africa after scor- 
ing a magnificent goal to gift the Roos a precious win 
and a rise up on the FIFA charts. 

It’s a shame that his club have hit a financial snag 
this season, but hopes are pinned on gaining a more 
than lucrative deal to an even bigger club come sum- 
mer 2004 in Europe. = 


heds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Move over Harry Kewell, Mark Viduka, two 
notable names that have for quite some time dominat- 
ed the main stream press in the Australian soccer 
Scene. 

-Marco is on the loose. 

‘The 24-year-old attacking midfielder is full of flair, 
excitement and the potential to go even higher on the 
professional footballer’s scale. 

Ona scale of one to ten, at the moment Marco rates 
as a high 8.5! 


Milicic hits out at ASA 


Key Parramatta Power striker Ante Milicic will 
seek a future in Asia after claiming local players had 
been “discarded” under the new national competition 
format announced last month. 

Never shy to speak about the truths of the game, 
Ante stressed his concern that staying in Oz would 
only depreciate him as a player. 

Milicic said there was no way he would stay in 
Australia and indicated many of his team-mates 
would join him, “It's absolutely crazy,” he said. 
“Players are fighting for positions, for their futures, 
and not playing for a long period of time is just not on. 

“They (the new administration) should have done 
something similar to the Australian Cricket Board and 
contracted the top 20 or 30 players or at least had 
another system in place.” 

Milicic said he coutdn’t afford to wait in Australia 
for offers with the new domestic competition not start- 
ing until mid-2005. 

“['IL definitely be going there (Asia) to play,” be 
said. “If they (the Australian Soccer Association) are 
going to start a new league they should have realised 
that they have to keep the top players in Australia. I 
just think the local players have been discarded.” 

Pablo Cardozo has already followed Milicic’s way 
by joining Penang in the Malaysian First Division. 


Petrovski One of Your 
-Best 
Anyone that had the chance to see the first Major 


Semi-Final between the Power and Glory live on SBS 
would have noticed something rather funny towards 
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the end of the program, 

Gun Power striker Sasho Petrovski went from 
strength to strength with his interviewing skills with 
Craig Foster. 

Too bad the SBS crew were too slow in bleeping 
‘out the four letter word used by Sasho after he 
explained how tough it was in beating Jason Petkovic 
that day. 


Petrovski made an immediate impact on his inclu- 
sion into the squad but made more news after the 
game with that comment. 

One of your best Blocker — surely one of the char- 
acters of the game that this game needs yet again for 
the new APL season. 


They’ve Caught 
Saddam But Stange 
is still the MAN! 


At this year’s FIFA night of nights whereby 
‘Zinedine Zidane was gifted with the precious 
player of the year title, former Perth Glory 
coach and now Iraqi coach Bernd Stnage was 
congratulated also, 


Below is the article written in the monthly 
FIFA magazine about Stange’s amazing feats 
with the Iraqi National Team . 


Presidential Awar 
goes to Iraq 


‘At the FIFA World Player Gala, the spotlight wes also on the game ina 
country that in the past, tragically, has hit the headlines more for war and 
destruction than for anything else. But now, despite the most difficult of 
circumstances, Iraqi football has risen like a phoenix from the ashes. Reason 
enough, then, for Joseph S. Blatter to confer the 2003 FIFA Presidential 
Award on the Iraqi football community, thus sending out a clear political 


signal. 

Addressing the 400 guests at the gala show held at the Basle Congress 
Centre, the German coach of the Iraqi national side, Bernd Stange, who 
accepted the award along with the President of the Iraqi Football Asso- 
ciation, Mohammed Hussein Saeed, and the national team captain, Naji 
Husam, briefly outlined the difficulties 

the countsy was facing and, above all, 

the challenges that were still to come. 

Stange returned to Baghdad as soon as 

the hostilities ended and immediately 

started rebuilding the national team. 

Thanks to the support of the German 

football association, he was able to_ 


Asian Cup 2004 and are still in with. 
chance of reaching the Olympics, But 
‘Stange’s long-term aim is to qualify for 
the 2006 FIFA World Cup™ in Germany. 


Blatter presenting the 
FIFA Presidential Award 
to Iraq. - Bernd Stange, 

German coach of the Iraqi 
national team, with his wife. 
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By Paul Goodwin 


elconnen threw everything they 
B= at Crescent Star in their 

Continental Tyres Cup finals 
match on the weekend — including 
playing five and six players in attack 
at times — and it still wasn’t enough to 
stop the former Super League team 
from burning up the pitch — and 
Belconnen with it - in a 3-1 trouncing. 

The Blue Devils began brightly with 
Oscar Zamora putting a shot wide of the 
right-hand upright after only two min- 
utes and with Ilija Prenzoski shooting 
over the bar in the third after benefiting 
from a 70-metre run by Anthony 
Galliozzi, which began inside his own 
penalty area. 

Star had their own chances too; with 
Askin Oygur picking up the ball after 
intercepting a loose pass and setting up 
Tolgay Ozbey, who sliced his shot wide 
in the ninth minute, and Orhan Dincer 
shooting straight at Tony Giannasca in 
the 18th, in an exciting period of play. 

Chances then went Belconnen's way 
with Prenzoski heading just wide from a 
Michael Katz cross in the 20th minute, 
and Adam Williams shooting oyer the 
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. Belconnen Blue Devils 


q@) Sydney Crescent Star ©) | 3 


bar from ten yards out, when put into 
space by Prenzoski in the 22nd minute. 
However the first goal had come in 


‘Straight-shooter’- Orhan Dincer 
did not give Tony Giannasca a 
moment's peace 
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Attacking Belconnen Over: 


the fourth minute when a cross from 
Daniel Willoughby was met at the near 
post by Ozbey, whose header gave 
Giannasca no chance. 

The Blue Devils then went in search 
of an equaliser and found it, in the 44th 
minute, when Daniel Macor mis-hit a 
volley into the ground, from a Mike Katz, 
cross, the ball bouncing up and over the 
stranded Vanja Ivesa in the Crescent Star 
goal. 

The second-half began much as the 
first had ended, with both teams on the 
hunt for a quick goal. 

The first chance went to the Blue 
Devils, when Galliozzi flicked on a 
Prenzoski cross into the path of Macor, 
in the 54th minute. But Macor was 
unable to convert the chance, coming 
under solid pressure from Ivesa, 

Star took the lead again in the 62nd 
minute, when Ozbey took the ball wide 
into the box and drilled it across the face 
of goal where Dincer met it inside the 
six-yard box, finding the left-hand cor- 
ner of the Belconnen net. 

Prenzoski was at the heart, of the 
Belconnen response when he headed just 
wide, with Ivesa flat-footed, in the 70th 
minute. 

In the 71st minute the home side was 
unlucky when a Macor shot was blocked 
and the loose ball fell at Prenzoski’s feet; 
but the giant keeper, Ivesa, stuck out a 
paw and just stopped the weak shot. 

The Blue Devils continued to seek an 
equaliser, throwing Matt Valeri and 
Michael Spaleta into the fray, playing 
with five and six players in attack at 
times. 

However this left gaps at the back, 
which were finally exploited by 
Crescent Star, in the 87th minute, when 
substitute, Hakan Seygin, was able to_ 
outpace Adrian Dowling when chasing a_ 


Us 
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Man of the hour: Tolgay Ozbey (right) celebrates with team members 


Tong ball, ant although Giannasca was the loose ball in the back of the net to 
able to stop the initial break the bal! _ finish off any further Blue Devils’ resis- 
bounced free and Sevgin was able to put tance, 


Danny Macor’s lone goal saved Belconnen from a 3-0 trouncing 


a~--fINISIDE... 


@ Continental Tyres Cup ....... 
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@ NSW Premier League . 
@ NSW Premier League Previews Round is. 
@ Winter Super League 
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Effort enough for anxiou 


By Paul Goodwin 


| ast year’s Premier League 
champions and this year’s rele- 
gation favourites played out a 
less-than-titanic grudge match on 
Saturday night, both desperate to take 
something positive ont of year domi- 
nated by disappointments. 

In front of a meagre crowd at Lambert 
Park A.PI.A.-Leichhardt were the team 
to overcome their woes, scraping home 
1-0 against local rivals Canterbury- 
Marrickville to move into the semi-finals 
for the inaugural Continental Tyres Cup. 

They were almost forced into extra 
time as the Berries put on a much more. 
spirited show after a dismal first-half 
effort and really made the Tigers work 
hard for the win. 

‘The visitors’ chance to level the score 

|| came when referee Matthew Breeze 
awarded them a penalty in the 70th 
minute after the side's second-half substi- 
tute and inspiration, John-Kyriazopoulos 

] had been clumsily bundled over in the 

|| box by rookie A.PILA. defender, Nathan 
Moulds. 

|| Unfortunately for Canterbury their 
other substitute Archie Markopoulos let 
the home side off by driving his spot kick 
low and just wide of the left-hand upright, 
muck to the relief of both Moulds and the 
keeper Stewart Vella. 

| The only goal of the game came in the 
Sth minute from Norman Tome. 

A.PILA. had really looked purposeful 
in the opening minutes and the goal was 
their early reward for making a brighter 
start than their opponents. 

A comer on the left, floated over by 
Tony Alilovic, was nodded on before the 
near post by Paul Bilokapic, and Tome 
reacted perfectly to send his own planc- 
ing header past a helpless Bob Catlin. 

The Berries looked for an equaliser 
through former Tiger Steve Karavatakis, 
but the luck was not with them in the 29th 
minute when a 25-yard free kick from 
Stuart Banks was pushed away by Vella 
on the far post and Karavatakis, cramped 
for room, could only hit the side netting 
when he attempted to latch onto the 
rebound. 

APIA. and Tome, in particular, might 
have had a second goal in the 37th minute 
but Catlin was quick off his line to avert 
danger and got the ball first before Tome 
could get onto a nicely-weighted through 
pass. 

A minute later Tome was again free in 
the box and looked set to score but a 
great, saving tackle from George Souris 
saved the Berries on that occasion, 

Generally, in the first half, APA. bad 


G@utinentat 


the upper hand, but it was a surprise to 
see Karavatakis replaced at half time by 
midfielder Kyriazopoulos, with Allan 
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Picken pushed up front instead. 
Immediately after the break Kyriazo- 
poulos made a great run down the left and 


got the ball over nicely for Aheleas 
Kotsopoulos who arrived a fraction too 
late to capitalise on the good work by the 
fleet-footed flanker. 

In the 57th minute Picken was free 
inside the area and sent a swerving shot 
wide of the left post, its path changing 
late, making it harmless when for a 
moment or too it had looked goal-bound 
and difficult for Vella to reach, 

Picken also nodded a left sided comer 
from Kyriazopoulos just wide in the 62nd 
minute as the Berries came into the game 
ina much greater way. 

Then came the tackle on Kyriazo- 
poulos in the 70th by Moulds and the 
missed penalty attempt. Tome was instru- 
mental in a move in the 72nd that could 
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have made A.P.[.A. supporters less anx- 
ious when he got into the box from the 
left but his shot was booted clear by 
Sasha Utjesenovic and despite a series of 
attacks in the last 15 minutes A.PLA. 
failed to add to their score and had to 
hang on grimly to the finish, 

They also lost midfielder Robbie 
Stanton to a re-occurance of a groin 
injury midway through the first-half, but 
replacement James Monie did not make 
much of an impact when coming on as a 
replacement and the home side generally 
played just well enough to win. 

"It wasn't very pretty but a win is a 
win,” a less-than-convincing Les De 
Celis said after the game, “[but] we did 
put in the effort and that’s what matters." 


Injured Suns fall to Bonnyrigg 


yrigg barely managed to 

come out on-top against a 

Rockdale side decimated by 
injury and suspension, 

A 57th minute freekick from boom 
recruit Yuko Tomasevic was enough to 
settle the issue for the White Eagles who 
have set up a clash with A.PLA.- 
Leichhardt. 

Tomasevic’s winning goal was the 
highlight of a game that was largely dis- 
appointing as both sides struggled to 
hold possession and mount any real pres- 
sure, 

Missing six key first-graders to a vari- 
ety of injuries, personal commitments 
and suspensions, the Suns were a shad- 
ow of their free-flowing best and got 
bogged down in repetitive exchanges in 
the midfield, rather than playing longer 
balls for the likes of Goce Trposki and 
Denis Alilovic. 

As a result both strikers struggled to 
get any real momentum happening and 


were reduced to playing one-out foot- 
ball, playing into the hands of the home 
side, 

Their best chance fell to Harry James 
in the 21st minute of the game when he 
barged through some feeble Bonnyrigg 
defence to test goalkeeper Cem Akilli 
one-on-one, The latter coming up trumps 
as he acrobatically pulled down the shot 
while advancing forward, 

At the other end of the park, Jimmy 
Aschner and Aaron Burgess fared little 
better as Sefer Yildiz, Nick Orlic and 
Richard Plesa tied them down with some 
excellent defence. 

Enter Vuko Tomasevic. Lining up a 
shot just outside the penalty box - after 
Aschner had been fouled in a clash with 
Yildiz - there was little question that the 
dead-ball specialist was going to try his 
tuck with one of his trademark left-foot- 
crs. 

The only question was which way he 
was going to strike the ball, to the near or 
back post. Goalkeeper Trinity Allen, 
obscured slightly by the wall, picked 
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correctly diving full-length to the back 
post but Tomasevic’s effort was too 
clever and curled in at the top-corner ta 
give the home side the lead. 

Despite a frantic last ten minutes in 
which the Suns pushed men forward to 
chase the game there was little in the 
way of goalmouth action, the result a 
shot at the lucrative first-prize going to 
the White Eagles. 

“I felt it was an even game and we 
gave as good as we got, but in the end it 
wasn’t enough,” Rockdale coach Ivan 
Petkovic said, “we were missing six key 


players, which is half our starting side, 
and we didn’t show enough creativity in 
the midfield. We were ruthless in 
defence but didn’t really get our for- 
wards into the game enough to create 
chances.” 

Of the six players unavailable for the 
game only three will be available for 
Rockdale’s next two crucial league 
matches against St. George and 
Bankstown City. Ante Moric, Ante Juric 
and Zenon Caravella should be ready for 
action this Wednesday, though Tony Ju 
still has another two weeks to go of his 
four week suspension and Peter 
‘Trajcevski is in doubt with a calf prob- 
lem. 

“Every game from here is critical,” 
Petkovic said, “we need three wins in the 
next four games (of the Premier League) 
to have any chance for the final series.” 
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& Blacktown City Demons eect | 2| 


& Penr Penrith Panthers au | 1 


nother chapter was written in 

the intense local rivalry 

between Blacktown City and 
local nemesis Penrith Panthers, one 
player in particular having his name in 
lights during the game. 

Former Northem Spirit striker Adam 
Kwasnik was the difference between the 
two sides, sinking the Panthers with two 
well-taken goals, the second proving to 
be the winner inside the last three minutes 
of golden goal extra-time. 

‘Not one fan had left their seats after an 
absorbing contest, when Kwasnik sprung 
the offside trap to get on the outside of 
Ryan Noble in the 27th minute of extra 
time. Substitute Simon Catanzaro swing- 
ing over a left-footed cross that found 
Kwasnik at the back post and he was 
good enough to beat goal-keeper Chad 
‘Taylor with the drive. 

“Tf I wasn’t the losing coach I would 
have said that this was the best game we 
have seen at this level fora while,” 
Panthers coach Tony Rasmussen said, “it 
was @ super game, two teams going at 
each other for just on two-hours and the 
result decided inside the last three min- 
utes of extra-time.” 


Rasmussen’ comments certainly struck 
a chord with Blacktown coach Brian 
Brown who described his sides victory as 
‘special.’ 

Like two well-matched prize fighters 
both sides slugged it out blow-for-blow 
trying to out-do each other for muscle and 
speed as they sought to prize open an 
opportunity. 

The first to crack was Penrith when 
they fell a goal behind to Blacktown on 
35 minutes. Kwasnik was able to rise 
high at the-back-post to put away a cross 
from Tony Faria that ballooned off Daniel 
Wells shoulder after he misjudged his 
position. 

Penrith levelled the score with fifteen 
minutes of normal time remaining when 
substitute Danny Hinton, with his first 
touch of the night, met a low cross from 
Alan Wawi at the back-post, 

Racing onto the ball, he easily beat 
stranded goal-keeper John Crawley with a 
fierce drive. While the goal was pure 
class, it gave the Panthers some momen- 
tum going into extra time and in the final 
few minutes of normal time they were 
twice denied by acrobatic saves from 
Crawley. 

In the early stages of the golden goal 
period, Blacktown bounced back and had 


2004 Continental Tyres Cup - 
Quarter-Final Results 


Blacktown City Demons .2 
(Adam Kwasnik 35/117m) 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
(Daniel Macor 44m) 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles .1 
(Vuko Tomasevic 57m) 

A.P.LA. ichhardt Tigers 1 
(Norman Tome 9m) 


Penrith Panthers 
(Danny Hinton 75m) 


Sydney Crescent Star . . 
(Tolgay Ozbey 24m, Orhan Dincer 62m, 
Hakan Sevgin 88m) 

Rockdale City Suns ....0 


Canterbury Marrickville 0 


Semi-Finals Fixtures 


28-04-04 Blacktown City Demons 
28-04-04 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Sydney Crescent Star 
AP.1.A. Leichhardt Tigers 


a goal from Kwasnik denied for offside, 
the pleas of the Blacktown players turned 
down by referee Alex Spiroyski when 
Pau! Karbon had his header cleared off 
the line by what seemed like a hand. 

Fighting their way back into the con- 
test the Panthers hopes faded in the 101st 
minute when midfielder Peter Bennett 
was given his second yellow card for 
backchat and with him went all hope for a 
Panthers’ win, 

“Having been beaten by Crescent Star 
last week I was exceptionally happy with 
the way in which the boys bounced 
back,” Rasmussen said, “we showed 
some good character out there tonight and 
that performance should give us some 
good momentum going into the last five 
games before the semi-finals.” 

“The second-half and the extra-time 
periods were just terrific, and speaking 
purely as a spectator it was a game that 
had everything,” Brown said, “we took a 
risk bringing on Simon Catanzaro efter a 
long lay-off with injury, but he proved 
tonight just what a class player he is, by 
setting up Adam Kwasnik for the win- 


Brown was also impressed with the 
starting debut of 16-year-old defender 
Steven Kayes who did a solid job at right- 
back. 

Alongside Paul Karbon and Damien 
Foxe the youngster enjoyed a solid game 
as they held the Panthers to just one goal. 


GOALKEEPER: 
John Crawley (Blacktown City) - Showed his class to 
deny the Panthers on a number of occasions, a Danny Hinton 
goal from a low-cross at the back post his only blemish 


DEFENDERS: 

Steven Kayes (Blacktown City) — Pencil this 16-year-old 
into your book. Another talented defender from the junior pro- 
duction line at Gabbie Stadium made his first grade debut and 
bad an exceptional game 

Daniel Wells (Penrith Panthers) — Exceilent job in 
defence for the Panthers 

George Souris (Canterbury-Marrickville) - Solid for 
Canterbury producing many timely tackles to keep the APIA. 
defence down to just the one goal 

Andrew Clark (A.P.L.A.-Leichhardt) - Clark back to his 
best at the back for A.PI.A. over the weekend 


MIDFIELDERS: 

Vuko Tomasevic (Bonnyrigg White Eagles) — Not since 
Zlatko Nastevski retired have we seen a deadball specialist 
who can literally break a game open with a freekick from any- 
where just outside the penalty box 

Allan Picken (Canterbury-Marrickville) - while moving 
up front later in his Canterbury side's narrow loss at A.PI.A., 


Trick up Adam’s sleeve: Adam Kwasnik was the ‘difference between 
the two teams’ 


he never stopped working all evening and was always the man 
to put himself about for his side as they hung in there without 
much luck 

Filip Marzec (Sydney Crescent Star) — He showed the 
quality we have come to expect from the Crescent Star side in 
their very well-drilled formation that has taken them to new 
heights in recent weeks, Marzec gave the midfield plenty of 
extra punch against strong rivals Belconnen in Canberra 

Anthony Galliozzi (Belconnen Blue Devils) - playing 
from deep for Belconnen he did his utmost to set things up for 
his strikers 


STRIKERS: 

Adam Kwasnik (Blacktown City) - An exceptional game 
against Penrith in which he scored two goals including the 
winner. Penrith coach Tony Rasmussen describing his perfor- 
mance as the difference between the two teams 

Tolgay Ozbey (Sydney Crescent Star) — once again was 
a menace he led the Belconnen defence a merry chase and 
scored yet again 


COACH: 
” Yasin Ozdenak (Sydney Crescent Star) — Any coach who 
can have his side go down to Canberra and come away with a 
3-0 win over Belconnen must be doing something right 
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FIRST GRADE RESULTS & TABLES 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles . 
(T Devrimol 32’, J Aschner 41’, V Tomasevic 
A Canak 77) 


Central Coast United 

(D Surridge 37’, P Haynes 93’ pen) 

Rockdale City Suns . . 

(D Alilovic 43 pen, N Orlic 83') 
A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers .......0 


Sydney Crescent Star 
(T Ozbey 9", 60’, F Marzec 80") 


Bankstown City Lions . . . - 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 
(A Dizdaric 25’, D Drea 45’, D Malenica 72’, 

M Sartoretto 77’) 

Central Coast United 

(B Murrell 74’) 


Rockdale City Suns ...... 
A.P.1.A.-Lelchhardt Tigers 


Sydney Crescent Star 
(8 Yilmaz 12) 


Bankstown City Lions 


NEXT ROUND 
FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 

Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 

Belconnen Blue Devils 


AWAY TEAM 
A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Central Coast United 


Canterbury-Marrickville 
(S Banks 35, M Cawley 59’) 


St George Saints 
(D Watkins 2’, R Bove 27’, D Watkins 58’) 


Blacktown City Demons 

(L Roodenburg 40’, N Orlic 62 og) 
Parramatta Eagles ...... 
(M Clowes 14’, N Rivera 45’, R Cardozo 77’) 


Penrith Panthers .............0 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
(A Castro 1’, | Prenzoski 51') 


Canterbury-Marrickville 
(D DiMento 8') 


St George Saints .. 
(L Gikas 27’) 


Blacktown City Demons 


Parramatta Eagles 
(M Debono 84) 


Penrith Panthers .............0 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
(M Valar’ 27, D Lest 54, 67) 


DATE 
Sat. 10th April 
Sat. 10th April 


KICK-OFF 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 


GROUND 

Gabbie Stadium 

Cook Park (St Marys) 
McKellar Soccer Centre 


St George Saints 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Bankstown City Lions 
Penrith Panthers 
Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Parramatta Eagles 
A.P.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
Central Coast United 
Canterbury Marrickville 


Parramatta Eagles 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Canterbury Marrickville 
St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 
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LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Sunday 4th April 2004 


Ilja Prenzoski (BBD) 
Matthew Borg {Be} 
Bruno Beddoni (SG) 
Jason Connolly (PP) 


Sat. 10th Aprit 
Sun. 11th April 
Sun. 11th April 
‘Sun. 11th April 


7.00pm, 
3.00pm 
3.00pm. 
3.00pm, 


Daniel Macor (BBD), Steve Karavatakis (CMO/RCS) 

Daniel Watkins (SG), Denis Alilovic (RCS) 

Anthony Galliozzi (BBD), Nathan Bym (CCU), Sean Babic (BCL), 
Aaron Burgess (BWE), Luke Roodenburg (BCD), 

Dominic McGill (BCD), Filip Marzec (SCS) 

Norman Tome (AL), Tony Ju (RCS), Sam Larocca (CMO/BWE), 
Ben Deighan (RCS), Peter Haynes (CCU), Tolgay Ozbey (SCS) 
Paul Urlovic (BCD), Ben Delicata (PE), Roger Galayini (PP), 
David Arranz (BBD), Tony Faria (BCD), George Nohra (BCL), 
Jimmy Aschner (BWE), magne Bove (SG) 

James Kovas (SG), Goce Trposki (RCS), Marc Falzon (CCU), 
Simon Catanzaro (BCD), fue Deu (SG), Marcus Phillips (BCD), 
Mark Milligan (BCD), Zlatko Arambasic (ALT), Andy Kane (PE), 
Alex Canak (BWE), Nathan Rivera (PE) 


Parramatta Eagles 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Bankstown City Lions 
GRADE 20 
HOME TEAM 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Parramatta Eagles 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Bankstown City Lions 


Sydney Crescent Star 
St George Saints 
Rockdale City Suns 


Melita Stadium 
Henson Park 
Jensen Park 


AWAY TEAM DATE 

A.P.|.A-Leichhardt Tigers Sat. 10th April 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Sat. 10th April 
Central Coast United Sat. 10th April 
Sydney Crescent Star Sun. 41th April 
St George Saints Sun. 11th April 
Rockdale City Suns Sun. 11th April 


KICK-OFF 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
4.30pm 
1.00pm 
1.00pm 
1.00pm 


GROUND 

Gabbie Stadium 

Cook Park (St Marys) 
McKellar Soccer Centre 
Melita Stadium 

Henson Park 

Jensen Park 


PAUL GOODWIN 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BLACKTOWN 
BONNYRIGG 
BELCONNEN 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 
ST GEORGE 

DRAW 


Points = 36 
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TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 

DRAW 

ST GEORGE 
BANKSTOWN 


Points = 41 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 

ST GEORGE 
BANKSTOWN 


Points = 44 


GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 
ST GEORGE 
ROCKDALE 


Points = 45 


‘PEANUTS’ 

THE MONKEY 
BLACKTOWN 
PENRITH 
BELCONNEN 
SYDNEY CRESCENT 
ST GEORGE 

DRAW 


Points = 42 © 


OCCER NSW @ 


NSw www. soccernsw.com.au 


Blacktown City Demons — 
vs 


BLACHTONN cary 
DEMONS: 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers | 


Penrith 


Bonnyrigg 


sOCCER 


NSW 


Panthers 
vs 
White Eagles" 


Saturday 10th April at Gabbie Stadium 
Kick-off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


hese two rivals meet in the retum game at The 

Gabbic, a ground where the Tigers have enjoyed 
success in the past and the visitors will be looking for 
the double here. 

‘They won in impressive fashion the last time the 
teams met at Lambert Park and with such poor form 
behind them recently A.PLA. will be very determined to 
get back in the winners' circle and give their season 
some credibility. 

Blacktown, fresh from a run of disappointing results 
that have seen their position in the five go from clear-cut 
to precarious, will not want to let anything slip here. 

‘The Cup last weekend was a real distraction but it's 
down to league business again now and we should 
expect some fireworks. 

On the fitness front APIA. may be still without 


skipper Damon Langan who has been out for a week or 
so and is only a fiity-fifty chance of making it for the 
showdown against his old club. 

Meanwhile Robbie Stanton who copped a nasty 
knock and aggravated a long standing groin injury is 
likely to be out for several weeks. 

ALA. coach Les De Celis is expected to give an 
extended run to young defender Nathan Moulds who, 
while conceding a penalty against Canterbury with an 
over zealous tackle, has the vote of confidence from his 
coach. 

Blacktown may be a little nervous going into this 
game as they have been slow starters in some recent 
games and have not had the best of fortunes at home to 
ALA. lately. 


Parramatta Eagles 
vs 
Sydney Crescent Star 


Saturday 10th April at Cook Park (St Marys) 
Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


{ Bonnyrigg were a racehorse they should be swabbed. 

Such has been their indifferent form in recent weeks, 
they have the capacity to score goals and notch excep- 
tional wins (such as their 4-2 victory over Canterbury) or 
play poorly and get whipped (their 2-0 loss to a 10-man 
St George outfit a case in point). 

Having got themselves through to the semi-finals of 
the Continental Cup the confidence should be flowing 
again, with nothing but the three points on offer enough 
good enough to keep their slim semi-final hopes alive. 

By contrast, Penrith are in sixth spot and are also des- 
perate for three points to jump back into the top five. 
Coach Tony Rasmussen is expected to reshuffle his side 
to account for injuries to key defender Malcolm Meilak, 
Daniel McCann and Chad Lewis. 

Expected to also come into calculations for a start is 


former Eagles striker Adam Anderson whose form in 
second-grade has been exceptional. 

“Every game for us is a must-win,” Rasmussen said, 
“we have five games to go and we can’t afford anymore 
slip-ups like what happened against Crescent Star. We 
need to make sure we tum up this week ready to play as 
Bonnyrigg have enough class there to make any team 


Be Rasmussen’s positive outlook in regards to 
his team’s future, they have yet to convince critics that 
they have staying power to create a finals berth. 

Tt may well be the team that manages to make the 
least amount of errors over the 90 minutes that will 
emerge victorious, 

‘Whatever the result we can be assured of an interest- 
ing match. 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
vs 


Central C 


Oast United 


Sunday 11th April at Melita Stadium 
Kick-Off 3.00pm First Grade / 1.00pm Grade 20 


Eagles shock 3-0 win over A.PLA.-Leicbhardt 
has seen them move from tenth to ninth and just a 
little further away from the threat of relegation. 

After enjoying the week off coach Trevor Morgan is 
expected to have a full-strength line-up on hand for the 
visit of Sydney Crescent Star, who are currently the 
form team of the League after their away-cup victory 
over Belconnen. 

Yasin Ozdenak as taken a youthful inexperience 
Super League team and tumed them into a Premier 
League powerhouse. 

The focus of their attack, Tolgay Ozbey, the flashy 
young striker who netted his sides first goal against 
Belconnen last Saturday night, is the key to this game. 
If he fires, Crescent Star should roll right over the top of 
the Eagles after posting five wins in their last six games. 


Saturday Foth April at McKellar Soccer Centre 
Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


“Our confidence is sky high at present, and regard- 
less of the situation we still believe we can win games,” 
said Crescent Star midfielder Joe Bruni, “Our defence 
has conceded just three goals in our last seven league 
games and goalkeeper Vaneja Ivesa hasn't conceded a 
goal in four games, including the cup game against 
Belconnen. 

‘When you have a good defence like ours it makes the 
job of scoring goals easier and if we can get some 
momentum early we'll be backing ourselves for another 
strong performance against Parramatta.” 

Despite the Eagles 3-0 drubbing of A.PL.A. it is 
doubtful whether they have what it takes to match it 
with such a formidable Crescent Star team. 

For a team fighting against possible relegation, a 
match up with Crescent Star is a big ask. 


Marrickville 


vs 


Sunday 11th April at Henson Park 
Kick-Off 3.00pm First Grade / 1.00pm Grade 20 


elconnen continue to throw down the gauntlet to St 
George and will not want any slip-ups here at the 
McKellar Soccer Centre. 

‘The first meeting between the sides at Mingara 
Centre was a pretty convincing 3-1 and even allowing 
for the Coast side's better away form than at home we 
should not expect too many surprises here. 

The Blue Devils will have both Alex Castro and 
David Arranz back from suspension and a full-strength 
squad to choose from. 

Belconnen have been strong at home, generally, but 
the Cup loss to Crescent Star may have given them some 
pause for thought. 

Daniel Macor has found the net at last in the Cup last 
weekend and would need to fire again here to get back 
in full form before the serious end of the season gets 


under way in a week ot so. 

Coast have Nathan Byrn still looking to add to his 
tally after a bright start to the season including the win- 
ner at Blacktown some weeks back now. 

Coast's problem is the lack of any really meaningful 
support for Byrn. Jamie Subat has not fulfilled his early 
season promise and has been languishing in the Grade 
20 team for some time now. 

Goals when they have come have been from other 
members of the team when least expected, such as Mare 
Falzon's brace at Canterbury. 

‘The Blue Devils need to win all of their remaining 
games if they are to catch St George and this could 
prove to be a dangerous game. 

Central Coast has nothing to lose and love nothing 
better than to cause the odd upset, 


Bankstown City Lio Ee 


Rockdale City Suns 


Sunday 1 ith Ap 


ick-Off 3.00pm First Crade / 1.00pm Grade 20 


at Jensen Park 


ke top side versus the bottom side has a lot of inter- 
est going for it, given the result of this match could 
determine the fate for both sides. 

Fresh off a 1-0 loss to a dismal A-PIA. side, 
Canterbury would have trouble convincing critics that 
they are going to present St George with anything more 
than an open goal-mouth. 

Canterbury are still two points adrift of second last 
spot and desperately need to start accumulating points if 
they are to leap-frog Central Coast and away from the 
relegation zone, 

As one of the traditional clubs in the league, the 
Berries are no stranger to relegation having taken the 
drop three times in state league - 1964, 1971 and 1974, 
and from the NSL after their only season in 1986, 

Ttwould be a sad day to see them go, but unless they 


can start winning games they're days in the Premier 
League do appear numbered. 

In sharp contrast their local rivals St. George 
Continue to go from strength to strength and sit two 
points clear at the top of the Premier League competition 
table, with a game in hand against Rockdale, 

This is due to be played on Wednesday night at 
Seymour Shaw Park, so the Saints will be looking to 
their full 17-man squad to get them through a couple of 
tough games that could well decide the outcome of their 
season.” 

‘The player to watch in this game is Berries striker 
Steve Karavatakis, Having struggled with a calf injury 
in recent weeks, which has slowed his efforts, he is 
expected to bounce back strongly this week and should 
haye a major hand in deciding the outcome of this game, 


We oe eee Both sides 
‘meet on Easter Monday evening with a place in 
the top five very much at stake. Neither team can afford 
to falter. 

Bankstowa cling to the five like a limpet and won't 
‘want to let. go; even if their grip is only tenuous, 

We would expect Rockdale to give this their best 
shot, no matter what else was at stake in this derby 
match, but the odds are even tougher now with a loss for 
the Suns more or less spelling the end of their finals 
hope, the result of the club's mid-week deferred game 
not being known at press-time (this game is being 
played tomorrow, Wednesday 7th, at 8.30. pm at 
Seymour Shaw Park and will have a huge bearing on the 
outcome of the title and the top-five contestants). 

‘We can sec a very attacking game here. The last time 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER 


these sides met it was here at Jensen Park but it was the 
Rockdale side's home game and they just squeezed 
home that day, 3-1. 

Ttislikely-to be very tight again but a better front line 
for the Lions may give the home team a slight edge. 

‘The defence of the Suns does look stronger, however, 
and that could also be a factor. No doubt Matt Borg will 
be hungry for more goals to reclaim his spot at the top 
of the scorers list and the race for the Golden Boot is 
well and truly in full cry now. 

Rockdale had the Continental Cup gamé to consider 
while the Lions had a trial against Parramatta Power the 
Monday prior and it was one of many such games the 
two sides have shared during the current season. 

Rockdale was unlucky in the Cup game but had sev- 
eral key players missing, 
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‘uper League carried over from the pre- 
vious weekend at Henson Park on 
Monday last week, 

At was a popular venue with Dulwich Hill still 
using it for their game with Ryde City on the 
Sunday morning, 

‘The Monday game saw the 'Hill Men' back 
for more after their 2-1 triumph the previous 
week against Northem Tigers, 

‘They were less fortunate this time as the 
Sydney University side had their measure. 

Sydney University recorded their first win of 
the new Super League season on a very mild 
evening at Henson Park. 

‘There was little between the two sides, as the 
score would suggest, but the tremendous work 
rate of the students and the lack of a hungry fin- 
isher for the home side probably were the decid- 
ing factors in the Uni side's win. 

“The winning coach, Stewart Porter, admitted 
after the game how relieved he was after getting 
the first three point haul of the season, 

"We were unbeaten in seven pre-season 
games but we have had no luck up to now," he 
said. 

‘The only goal of the game came in the fifth 
minute when former New Zealand youth inter- 
national, Peter Satos, who trialled earlier with 
both Bonnyrigg and Stanmore before settling for 
the City university side, struck from 20-yards 
out, 


‘Satos dummied past his marker nicely before 
sending a low shot crashing past Michael Xuereb 
and into the Dulwich Hill net. 

‘Tyrone Lara had a looping header that rocked 
the crossbar in the 40th minute for the students. 
who attacked with enthusiasm throughout, 
though the game was mostly a midfield struggle 
with neither side able to keep possession for any 
serious amount of time. 

Dulwich Hill's best chance came on the hour 
when Steve Kalamvokis saw his shot come back 
off the right hand upright, while Tim Wilson, for 
the visitors, also went close in the 66th, 

‘There was also,a handball appeal in the box, 
tumed down by referee Alex Spiroski, towards 
the end, that could have made things more clear 
cut; but shots on target were few and far between 
during a game that was watched by coaches from 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: RD 5: 
FIRST GRADE: His United 1 (J. Miler, 50m) 
Wollongong United 0, Bathurst 75 0 Tha Wanderers 0, 
Belmore Hercules 0 Mt Pritchard 1 (D Severino tm), 
Faitield City Lions 1 (A Zmire 60m pen) Llverpool 
Bossy 4 (S Matayalo 25m), Camden Tigers 1 (S 
Matthews 89m) Nepean Association 4 (S Mort 18/61m 
G McPherson 12/82m), Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 
(Bekim Ahmadi 41m) Westem Rage 4 (A Vieano 10m 
G Wakim 50109/38m), White City 4 (A Asanovi 982m 
Own Goal 60m A Sydavong 81m) Schofields 
‘Scorpions 4 (P Ethalabi 51m). 

GRADE 20: His United 9 Wollongong United 1, 
Bathurst 75 2 The Wanderers 5, Belmore Hercules 2 
Mt Pritchard 4, Fairiold City Lions 1 Liverpoot Bossy 
4, Camden Tigers 1 Nepean Association 2, Mt Drutt 
‘Town Rangers 1 Western Rage 1, While City 0 
‘Schofields Scorpions 0. 


85m pen), Springwood 3 (C Johnson 18m K Davis 
48m M Haberman 82m) UNSW 1 (Fi Dalenogarl 85m), 


Postponed, 
2 Southem Star Sharks 2, Springwood SC 3 UNSW 2, 
Inter Lions ve Greenisland SC Postponed. 

GRADE 19: Hawkesbury City 3 Prospect Unitad 1, 
‘Aubum Stars vs Greystanes SC Postponed, Hakoah 
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many of the other clubs and was really good 
entertainment only for the purists. 

‘The win lifted the University side to seventh 
place on the ladder, Before this game they had 
been Jast of 14 and they still have a game in 
band, as their coach was quick to point out after 
the game, 

Fairfield played the mighty Hurstville City 
Minotaurs on Sunday morning at Mount 
Pritchard's Cook Park ground. 

‘They were untroubled to win 4-0, with all of 
their goals coming in the first-half and featuring 
a hat trick by the elusive Nenos Bobo. 

The Bulls did well to win so convincingly 
since they had Lisandro Berbis sent off in the 
39th minute and managed to score two more 
goals before the break, having already led froma 
sixth-minute strike from Javier Mancino. 

‘Well led by skipper Johnny-Ghisso the 
Fairfield side appears to have settled down nice- 
ly now after a shaky start and has tightened up 
the defence well to keep a couple of clean sheets, 

Dulwich Hill met Ryde the same day and at 
the same time, at Henson Park and their's was a 
very one-sided contest indeed. 

While Ryde began well-cnough and showed 
plenty of early drive forward they were very vul- 
nerable at the back and it did not really surprise 
when a new-look Dulwich Hill took a 15th 
minute lead. 

This came once they bad already seen a sixth 
minute penalty saved by Ryde keeper, Tony 
Petrovski, after Daniel Nero had upended new 
Hill recruit, former Football Kingz. prospect, 
Tallan Martin inside the box. 

“Martin took the spot kick himself but was out 
of luck as his low effort was easily read by the 
keeper, 

‘Dulwich Hill hit the front when Jason Lal was 
well tackled by Ryde defender Jamie Jackson, 
whose clearance fell nicely for John Chavez who 
then drove the ball past the keeper from 20 yards 
out, 

Martin, who led the line well, having been 
signed by coach Jim Patikas only the previous 
‘Thursday, notched the second goal when he cley- 
erly chipped the keeper after receiving a nice 
ball from behind and timing his run well to draw 
the keeper and finish cleverly. 

‘This was the 33rd minute and made it 2-0 at 
which stage the home team had become totally 


1 Southem Star Sharks 1, Springwood SC 0 UNSW 2, 
Inter Lions 1 Gresnisland SC 2. 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: 
ROUND 3: 
FIRST GRADE: Balmain SC 3 Gazy Lansvale 2, 
Trasandinos 3 Earlwood Wanderers 2, Lithgow 
Workmen 2 Gladesville United 2, East Coast Magic 5 


RESERVE: Balmain SC 18 Gazy Lansvale 2, 
Trasandinos 3 Earlwood Wanderers 1, Uthgow 
Workmen 0 Gladesville United 4, East Coast Magic 0 
Colo Colo 0, Sydney Cedars SC 4 Sporting SCC 1, 
Roosters FC 1 Kellyvile Kolts 2. 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5: 
GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 1 Sydney Olympic 2, 


Gladesville Spit SC 1, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 
‘Suthertand Stwre Sharks 0, Central Coast 1 A.P.LA. 
Leichhardt Tigers 0. 

GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams 0 Sydney Olympic 2, 
Newcastle Unlted 0 Parramatta Eagles 1, Marcon} 
Stallions 6 Sydney United 0, Wollongong Wolves 
Blacktown City Demons Posiponed, Bankstown City 
Cubs 1 Gladesvite Spirt SC 2, Hajduk Wanderers 
United 2 Suthertand Shire Sharks 2, Central Coast 2 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigars 4. 

GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 2 Sydney Olympic 3, 
Newcastle United 0 Parramatta Eagles 8, Marconi 
Stallions 0 Sydney United 0, Wollongong Wolves 1 


dominant and looking to go on and win by a big 
margin, 

“Tey made it 3-0 in the 36th when Lal was 
able to scramble the ball over the line, after some 
sustained pressure and a defence that could not 
clear their lines, the ball from Lal being helped 
into his own net by Ryde defender Alex 
Wilkinson. 

Dulwich Hill had made four changes from the 
team that had fallen to the students on the 
Monday night, including Martin. But also 
Patikas promoted 17-year-old Daniel Toscano 
for his debut in defence, Ryan Jones got his first 
start on the flank and Lal was included in the 
starting line up in what Patikas descrited as a 
‘new system’, 

Ryde meanwhile left an indisposed Damien 
Pisano out as well as Glen Murray and Craig 
Pendlebury, with English youngster, Callum 
Brown, coming off the bench in the second half 
for his debut alongside fellow substitutes 
‘Murray and Pendlebury. 

Ryde looked more competitive after the break 
but could do nothing to stop a fourth geal from 
Dulwich Hill in the 63rd minute. 

Jones got away down the left and after a 
great effort to give his marker the slip, the for- 
mer A.PLA. and Penrith man sent over a won- 
derful cross that allowed Martin to head home 
his second of the game. 

‘There had also been a great one-hanced save 
by Petrovski from Mohammed Mansaray in the 
58th, while Ryde's best chance came late, from 
Pendlebury whose shot was pushed around the 
post by Michael Xuereb in the Dulwich Hill 


Dulwich on this form should win more than 
they lose but Ryde do look a little down on 
power for the Super League at this stage. 

Highly fancied Manly-Warringah Dolphins 
met the Stanmore Hawks on Saturday after- 
noon, at Cromer Park, going down 1 to the 
Hawks in only the fifth minute. 

A free Kick from outside the box weat in off 
the left hand post, perhaps aided by a defensive 
wall that appeared to give a clear view of the 
goal for the visitors. 

‘The ball from Maurice Soler was well struck 
and went in off the left-hand upright. 

The Stanmore side played a clever counter- 
attacking game, had some nice touches in their 


Blacktown City Demons 2, Bankstown City Cubs 0 
Giadesvile Spirit SC 0, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 1, Central Coast 1 A.PLLA, 
Leichhardt Tigers 0. 

‘GRADE 16: Macarthur Rams 2 Sydney Olympic 1, 


Blacktown City Demons 2, Bankstown ‘City Cubs 2 
Gladesvile Spint SC 1, Hajduk Wanderers United 1 
Sutherland Shire Sharks 3, Central Coast 0 AP.LA. 
Lekchharct Tigers 3. 

GRADE 18: Macarthur Rams 4 Sydney Olympic 5, 
Neweastle United 4 Parramatta Eagles 4, Marcort 
Stallions 2 Sydney United 2, Bankstown Gity Cubs 1 
Gladesvile Spirit SC 1, Hajduk Wanderers United 0 
‘Sutherland Shire Sharks 5, Centiral Coast 0 APA, 
Leichhardt Tigers 0. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5: 
GRADE 13: Faileld Buts 0 Manly Waringah 
Dolphins 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Penrith 

United 2, Fraser Park - Canterbury 0 St 
George 3, Northern Tigers { Southem Brench 3, His 
United 0 Granville Rage 1, Parramatta Star 2 
Schofields Scorpions 0. 
GRADE 14: Fifield Buls 1 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins’ 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Penrith 
United 1, Fraser Park - Canterbury 0 St 
George 3, Northern Tigers 1 Southem Branch 1, ils 
United 2 Grenville Rage 3, Parramatta Star 0 
Scholes Scorpions 3. 
GRADE 15: Fairfield Bulls 2 Manly Warringah 
Doiphins 8, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1. Penrith 
Nepean United , Fraser Park - Canterbury 0 St 


Jead up work and did well to nullify the Manly 
moves out wide that involved diagonal crosses 
from player-coach, Phil Moss. 

‘The Manly side was thwarted by two superb 
saves, one in each half, by the Hawks keeper 
that kept the score unchanged. 

Manly looked a good, solid team, but they 
played as expected by their Stanmore opponents 
who appeared to have their measure on the day, 
at least in a tactical sense. 

George Skoulos stood out as sweeper for 
Stanmore, as did stopper Perry Moustakos, 
with utility man, David James, thrust into the 
role of makeshift striker as well as sometime 
midfield worker, 

Moustakos made one really good run from 
deep in the 75th minute, having been set up by 
Scott Baillie, only for the Manly keeper to just 
claim the ball before the Stanmore man could 
finish the move off. 

Manly were probably the better side overall, 
but Stanmore fought hard all the way, played 
cleverly once they had hit the lead and kept the 
luck on their side and showed strong commit- 
ment throughout to claim all the points. 

Hajduk Wanderers United played Fraser 
Park, the same day, this time in a night game at 
Hajduk Stadium, 


Tt proved to be a great win by Hajduk over 
big spenders Fraser Park. 

Although both clubs had their fair share of 
play, Fraser Park did not create a lot of clear-cut 
chances during the game. 

Hajduk youngster, Mark Orofino, did a great 
defensive job on Tanju Balabanel, Fraser Park's 
danger man up front, marking him out of the 
game, 

‘The opening minutes saw both teams trying 
to take control and Hajduk starting to puta Lot of 
pressure on the Dragons, 

In the 14th minute Paul Crisp combined well 
with Tim Gledhill for the Wanderers, but 
Gledhill's effort eventually went over the bar. 

Two minutes later it was Brendan Salameh's 
tum to goclose for the Wanderers, but he head- 
ed the ball wide, 

As Hajduk began to put on more pressure it 
looked as if it might not be too long before the 
hhome side could put one away and they did just 
that in the 22nd, 

Brendan Salameh did well to win the ball out- 
side the 18-yard box and passed the ball to Tim 
Gledhill, who very cleverly curled the ball 
around Fraser keeper Jason Holmes and into 
the back of the net. 


- 
SUPER LEAGUE 2004 GOALSCORERS: 
‘Sunday 4 2004 


6 Tanju Balabanel (FP), 
4.Nenos Bobo (FB), Eddie Adam (HZSC), Tim 
Gledhill (HWU), 

3 Richard Harrison (MR), Paul Wither (MR), 
Male Vukosa (MA), 

2 Dean Hefleman (SS), Brent Fisher (MWD), 
Navid Varess (HWU), Matt Hucter (NT), Zia 
Younan (FP), Michael Wiliams (MWD), Spyro 
Kaci (FP), Scott Bailie (SH), lain MacDonald 
(SS), Demetri Zakilas (HCM), Maurice Soler 
(SH), Eric Willams (MSC), Chris Hunt (SS), 
John Chavez (DH), Taian Martin (OH), 

4 Ben Evans (MA), Gary Seymour (MR), Ante 
Jusic (HZSC), Neil Philippou (SH), Sam Daud 
(SH), Jason Mesit (NT), Fob Smithies (SU) 
Anthony Oppedisano (NT), Leigh Gunn (FB), 
sJoe Simic (HZSC), Rob Porteli (MWD), 
Damian Pisano (RC), Mohammad Mansaray 
(OH), Brendan Mitrovich (FB), Steve Baveas 
(RC), Adam Wither (MR), Claudio Oriochio 
(MSG), Manuel Sarikakis (HCM), Peter Satos 
(SU), Anthony Sarmonikas (SS), Danny 
Georges (MSC), Ben Realph (MSC), Jason Lal 
(DH), Javier Mancino (FE) 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 5: 

FIRST GRADE: Hurstvile ZSC 1 (E Adam 64m) 
Macarthur Rams 1 (N Vukosa &9m), Maniy 
Warringah Dolphins 0 Stanmore Hawks 1 (M Soler 
5m), Haiduk Wanderers United 1 (T Gledhill 22m) 
Fraser Park Dragons 0, Sutherland Shire Sharks 3 
(A Sarmonikas 30m C Hunt 87/91m) MSC 
Liverpool 3 (6 Realph 47m D Gaorgas 64m E 
‘Wilams 83m), Dulwich Hill 4 (J Chavez 15m T 
Martin 323m J Lal 36m) Ryde City 0, Northam 
Tigers 0 Sydney University 0, Fairfield Bulls 4 (J 
Mancina 6m N Bobo 23/42/43) Hurstvile City 
Minotaurs 0. 

GRADE 20: Hajduk Wanderers United 2 Fraser 
Park Dragons 0, Hurstvile ZSC 2 Macarthur Rams 
4, Sutherland Shire Sharks 3 MSC Lverpoo! 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 7 Stanmore Hawks 0, 
Dulwich Hill 4 Ryde City 0, Northem Tigers 1 
‘Sydney University 0, Fairfield Bulls 3 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 0, 


RESCHEDULED FIXTURES: ROUND 4: 
FIRST GRADE: Dulwich Hill 0 Sydney 
University 1 (P Satos 5m). 
GRADE 20; Dulwich Hill 3 Sydney University 0. 


George 2, Northem Tigars 1 Southem Branch 0, Hils 
United 3 Granville Rage 2, Parramatta Star 0 
‘Schofiakis Scorpions 1, 

GRADE 16: Fairfield Bulls 0 Manly 
Dolphins 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Penrith 
Nepean United 0, Fraser Park - Canterbury 0 St 
‘Georgs 5, Northem Tigars 8 Souther Branch 1, His 
Ups) Get ESS Strat 
Schofields Scorpions. 

GRADE 18 Parild Ble 0 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 Penrith 
Nepean United 1, Fraser Pak - Canterbury 1 St 
George 2, Northen Tigers 1 Southem Branch 3, Hits 
United $ Granvile Rage 1, Parramatta Star 3 
‘Schofields Scorpions 2, 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: RD 5: 

GRADE 13: Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Camden 
Tigers 5, Dulwich Hil 6 Hursivile City Minotaurs 2, 
Wollongong United 0 Mt Dru Town Rangers 1, Ryde 
City 0 Belmore Hercules 3, Rockdale Clly Suns 2 
Stanmore Hawks 0. 

GRADE 14: Bathurst 75 Westem 3 Camden 
Tigers 1, Outwich Hill Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Postponed, ng. United 0 Mt Druitt Town 
Renae Ie Chy 2 ores erie, 


Tigers 0, Dulwich Hill Hursivil City Minotaurs 

United 3-Mt Druitt Town 

Rangers 2, Ryde Cily 2 Balmore Hercules 3, 
Rockdale City Suns 3 Stanmore Hawks 1, 

GRADE 16: Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Camden 

Tigers 0, Dubwich Hill Hurstville City Minotaurs 


a ea a 2 et doe eel ced 
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Postponed, Wollongong United 2 Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 0, Ryde City 0 Belmore Hercules 1, 
Rockdale City Suns 2 Stanmore Hawks 0. 

GRADE 18: Bathurst 75 Westen 0 Camden 
Tigers 3, Dulwich Hilt Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Postponed, Wollongong United 0 Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 5, Fyde City 6 Belmore Hercules 0, 
Rockdale City Suns 0 Stanmore Hawks 6. 


attack UNDER 11 METROPOLITAN 
LEAGUE - = 

GRADE 11: Eastem Suburbs Association 1 
Canterbury Associaton 2, Manly - Warringah 
Assoclation 3 Central Coast Association 0, 
Gladesville Homsby Association 2 Nepean 
Association 1, Ku-Ring-Gai Associaton 1 Granvitle 
‘Association 1, Souther Districts Association 4 


‘Associaton 1, 

GRADE 12: Easter Suburbs Association 1 
Canterbury Association 2, Manly Warringah 
Association 4 Central Coast Association 0, 
Gladesvile Hornsby Association 0 Nepean 


George Association 1, Sutherland Association 4 
lawarra Association 2, 


For all your Soccer accessories Including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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Wolves washed-out as wet 
weekend takes it toll 


By Aimee Brown 
Super League 


) Poe a tough weekend for everyone as 
as the weather was concerned, with 
moderate rain to torrential downpours 
beleaguering every game. 

‘The rain was so heavy in Wollongong 
that the game between the Wollongong 
Wolves and NSW Academy was washed 
out, and many of the other teams found 
themselves playing in puddles. 

Tt was a big day for the North West 
Sydney Koalas, who before their match 
celebrated the grand opening of the 
recently renovated Field 5 at Morrison 
Bay Park. The opening was attended by 
the Mayor of Ryde, Councilfor Edna 
Wilde, and was put on by the North West 
Sydney Women’s Soccer Club. 

Many life members were present, such 
as Annette Ussher, Gayle Hannan and 
Lee Owens. The club has been running 
for 24 years and in that time has grown 
from 24 teams to the 200 teams it has 
today, 

The rain refused to abate, but that did 
not dampen the positive atmosphere 
around the newly christened ground. 
Dedicated spectators hid under umbrel- 
las, fining the fence of the new field to 
watch an enthralling fixture. 

The game was ceremoniously kicked 
off by the Koalas, youngest player, 
Danielle Calvi, who at 14 years is 
already a strong and dominant member 
of the team. From the first whistle, the 
play was evenly matched, moving 
quickly between each team’s scoring 
third. 

Tt had been raining so heavily all day 
that puddles had formed in areas on the 
field, which obstructed the flow of the 
game at times. Despite this challenge 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
‘SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 3: 


FIRST GRADE: Manly Warringah Dolphins (A 
Neilson 52m) Macarthur Rams 6 (T Rockall 29m & 
Kfiamis 70m M Carey 82/85/88m H Kerrigan 0m), 
North West Sydney Koaias 1 (E Schiller G6m) 
Sutherland Association 0, NSW Academy vs 
Wollongong Wolves Washed Out, UNSW 1 (N 
itzkowic 82m) Nepean Association 0, Marconi 2 (A, 
Cavanagh x 2) Bathurst City Panthers 1 (L 
MoCiymont) 


GRADE 21: Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 
Macathur Rams 0, North West Sydney Koalas 3 
Sutherland Association 2, NSW Academy vs 
Wollongong Wolves Washed Out, UNSW 1 Nepean 
Association 4, Marconi 7 Bathurst City Panthers 0. 


both teams fought well for possession. 

Many good chances were created by 
both teams, but no goals were scored in 
the first half. Sutherland’s Leanne Wood 
caused many problems for the Koalas up 
the left-hand side along with Katie 
Hilder who threatened the Koalas goal 
on occasion, but keeper, Cassie Kell, 
responded with some spectacular saves, 

New Koalas recruit, Jo Burgess, had 
another brilliant game, and repeatedly 
brought the ball into the Koalas, final 
third with effortless grace, executing 
some powerful crosses and shots at goal. 
Haley Todd also chimed in with a good 
performance, and was rewarded for her 
efforts with the Koalas match winning 
goal in the 66th minute of play. The goal 
‘was set up by Jo Burgess, who took the 
ball down to the right baseline and 
passed it back to Hayley Todd, who 
kicked it in from the right side of the goal 
into the left corner out of reach of the 
Keeper. 

Sutherland responded by fighting 
harder, but could not get the ball past the 
Koalas, defence. 

Sutherland’s coach, Chris Bradley, 
said that he was pleased with how his 
team played. “It was a very good match 
despite the conditions, and both teams 
had some strong chances,” he. said. 

The Koalas, coaches, Leigh Wardell 
and Michael Beckett, were thrilled with 
another success. “I’m very impressed 
that we,ve had such a good start to the 
season,” said Beckett. 

“J don’t think there was a noticeably 
dominant team out there today, but we 
didn’t give up on possession.” He was 
also not too concerned about the weather 
conditions. “Rain is a great leveller, 
because it balances both teams.” 

UNSW had a home game this week- 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
STATE LEAGUE - ROUND 3: 


FIRST GRADE: Rosolands Raptors 0 Sydney 
University 10 (C Watt 25m P Kelly 30/40/50/55m L 
Hudson 45m M 60/70/85m), Central 
Coast FC 2 (J Ling 12m V Dashwood 34m) 
Hawkesbury City 0, Granvile Rage 1 (G Atallah) 
Gladesvilo Ravens 3 (M Corderoy Ri Helper A 
Burden), St George Association 2 (F Forster 34m B 
Starrett 32m) Souther Branch 1 (A Hudson 60m). 


GRADE 21: Roselands Rartors 0 Sydney 
University 2, Central Coast FC 5 Hewiesbury City 0, 
Granvile Rage 2 Gladesvillo Ravens 5, St George 
Association 4 Souther Branch 0, 


end and came away with a 1-0 win over 
Nepean Association. It was a tough 
game and both teams fought well. 
Nepean created a few chances, but 
couldn’t get past the strong defence and 
the sharp form of UNSW keeper, Ruth 
Jago. Natalie Itzkowic scored for Uni in 
the final minutes of the game after get~ 
ting a clean run with the ball and finding 
herself facing Nepean’s keeper one-on- 
one. Weather conditions were not ideal, 
but UNSW followed through with one of 
their many chances and were the victors 
on the day. 

Marconi hosted the Bathurst City in 
the midst of some very heavy rain and 
managed to defeat the Panthers 2-1. It 
was a long day for the Panthers, butthey 
put up a good fight. They are playing 
extremely well for such a young team at 
this level of competition, and will be a 
team to look out for in the next few 
years. The Stallions had the majority of 
ball possession in the first half, and man- 
aged to put two goals away courtesy of 
Alicia Cavanagh. 

‘The Panthers came back with a goal 
from Lynda McClymont, which made for 
an exciting second half. It could easily 
have been a draw, but the Stallions man- 
aged to hang on to their lead and take the 
points, 

The Macarthur Rams and Manly 
Warringah Dolphins were lucky to avoid 
the rain by playing on Saturday at 
Cromer Park. The Rams had a-huge 6-1 
win, but despite this large margin, the 
Dolphins played a strong game. 

After an even start, the Rams made the 
most of every opportunity and after the 
first goal by captain Taryn Rockall in the 
29th minute, they placed themselves on 
top, where they remained for the rest of 
the game. 


$.$.1. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE - RD 5: 

GRADE 12: BlacMtown Districts 1 Marconi 2, 
‘North West Sydney Koalas 4 Wollongong Wolves 0, 
Central Coast FC 0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 1, 
UNSW 2 Macarthur Rams 2, Northem Tigars 1 
Nepean Association 6, St George Association 1 
Southem Branch 0 

GRADE 14: Blacktown Disticts 0 Marconi 0, 
North West Sydney Koalas 3 Wollongong Wolves 0, 
Central Coast FO 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 3, 
UNSW 0 Macarthur Rams 8, Northem Tigers 0 
Nepean Association 6, St George Association 5 
Souther Branch 1. 

GRADE 16: Blacktown Districts 4 Marconi 2, 
North West Sydney Koalas 7 Wollongong Wolves 0, 
Gentral Coast FC 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, 
UNSW 0 Macarthur Rams 8, Northem Tigers 0 
Nepean Association 7, St George Association 1 
Southem Branch 9, 


OUSE 


The Dolphins came back to the sec- 
ond half with a determined and fiery 
approach, which resulted in Aimee 
Neilsoa scoring in the 52nd minute, 
bringing the score to one-all. However, 
the Rams really came together and 
stormed home by scoring 5 more goals, 4 
of which were in the final 10 minutes. 


State League 
most significant win over the 
weekend was for Sydney University, 
who had an unbelievable 10-0 victory 
over Roselands Raptors. Despite the 
unrelenting downpour, Sydney Uni 
played to their full potential and ham- 
mered home 5 goals in the first half of 
the game and continued on their rampage 
with a further 5 goals in the second half. 
4 of these goals went to Sydney’s Paula 
Kelly, who played a fantastic game. In 
this game, the Raptors found themselves 
dominated by both the rain and the visit- 
ing team. 

At their home ground, Central Coast 
had a 2-0 win over Hawkesbury. After 
last year’s relegation from the Super 
‘League, Central Coast has gained a few 
new players from the local clubs and the 
results are starting to come. 

Hawkesbury played a strong first half, 
but the Central Coast followed through 
with their opportunities and scored 2 
goals before half time. Both sides played 


a strong game and created chances for 
goals, but the Central Coast held on to 
take the points. 

The Gladesville Ravens defeated 
Granville Rage at Garside Park with an 
empahtic 3-1 result. The Ravens played 
an excellent game and made the most of 
their chances. Granville Rage put up a 
good fight, but had troubles finishing the 
opportunities they created. A fantastic 
game was played by Granville’s goal 
keeper, Trudy Bartlett, who was quick 
and hard-working, making some excep- 
tional saves. In the second half, the 
Ravens began to dominate as they wore 
Granville down, and came away with a 
win despite the persistent rain. 

‘St George utilised their home ground 
advantage to secure a 2-1 win over 
Southern Branch. 

Both teams haye been at the top of the 
table so it was guaranteed to be an inter- 
esting game despite the less than appeal- 
ing weather conditions. Both teams 
played an even first half, but St George 
paved the way for their lead by scoring a 
goal in the 35th minute. Analese Baker 
Kicked a comer to Fiona Forster, who 
shot a smooth header into the top of the 
goal, Another goal was scored shortly 
after by Brooke Starrett, who kicked it in 
from the right side. In the second half, 
Sothem Branch fought back with Amy 
Hudson scoring in the 60th minute, 


GIRLS RISING IN THE EAST 


ydney’s eastern suburbs are 
ready for a boom in 
female participation 
following a Gala day pro- aes 
motion last week. Z 
More than 200 primary 
school girls from age seven 
to twelve played in the Gala 
day matches, a seven-a- 
side format with 21 
school teams, 
‘The event run by the Eastern 
Suburbs Soccer Association is 
set to open new pathways for 
young girls in Sydney’s 
east. 
Firstly, the University of 
NSW soccer club was 
involved in the day, hoping fo inspire 


some of the young players to join 
the club and bolster its female 
numbers. 
Currently, University of NSW 
soccer club has three female 
youth teams, at grade 12, 14 & 
16. 
The host of the Gala day, 
Matraville Sports High, was 
> using the event to gauge inter- 
"\ est in a female soccer pro- 
gram as part of the school 


“Many of the 200-plus partici- 
pants were given a tour of the school 
facilities. 
‘Topping off a great promotion for the 
world game, the NSW Arrive Alive 
Sapphires were referees for the day. 


= Re eC 


With 2004 Winter SSbaeeT approaching contact _ 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special — 
{ Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, — 


Covo and Mitre soccer bails. 
eee number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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he reigning European champion 
France uses it. The world’s most 
popular club Manchester 
United uses it, Even the samba soccer 
king Brazil uses it, And in the coming 
April school holidays lots of youngsters 
across NSW will use it. 

What is it? 

Coerver Coaching, the world’s best 
| method for teaching soccer’s technical 
skills to young players, 

At 55 venues across Sydney over 2000 
youngsters from seven to 14 years of age 
will take part in school holiday camps, 
learning the intricate ball skills that make 
soccer such a beautiful game. 

For some talented players, a school 
holiday camp will be the first step on a 
pathway to a professional career in the 
world game. 
| — Expert Coeryer coaches will spot play- 

ers, who will be offered a trial in 
September for a place at the Coerver 


Daniel Miller 2, Ben Vidaic 


finishes. 


was a satisfactory start to the tour. 


tion for youth development. 


complex last year. 


half-time 2-0. 


van de Sande, 


NSWIS found their rhythm early, and could have led 2-0 
after 2 minutes, with Ben Vidaic squandering two good 
chances, but reward came in 9th minute, when Vidaic finished 
coolly after Daniel Miller's run and cut-back. 

Miller scored the second after 17 minutes. A long pass from 
Wade Oostendorp was nodded on by Vidaic and Miller timed 
his run from just inside our half and ran 40m to beat the keep- 
er. 


The opposition began to get physical, but NSWIS showed 
excellent restraint and kept on with the job. 

‘Will Thom at the back and Brendan Maroney in midfield 
were standing out, but it was a solid all-round 

Miller got the third before half-time after Vidaic punished 
keeper’s error and provided his team-mate with the easiest of 


The second half was more even, with Den Haag coming 
into the game more, and with all NSWIS boys getting a run, it 


Game 2; NSWIS v PSV EINDHOVEN 4-2 
Daniel Miller 2, Ben Vidaic, Nathan Burns 


This was a hard-fought game, between two good teams. 
PSV are one of Holland’s strongest clubs with a great reputa- 


‘The fact that they fielded 6 players one year older than our 
oldest players may be testament to our2-0 victory at the same 


PSV were a well-drilled, technically sound side, but it was 
NSWIS who found the cutting edge. A 24th minute penalty 
from Daniel Miller after Ben Vidaic was fouled put NSWIS in 
front, and an excellent second goal saw the Aussies go in at 


Brilliant lead-up work from Brendan Maroney was fol- 
lowed by a probing ball to the far post, where Vidaic headed 
the ball back across goal for Miller to nod in from six yards. 

PSV picked up in the second pericd and pegged NSWIS 
back with a superb direct free-kick from their best player, Roel 


Just as PSV piled on some pressure, NSWIS restored their 
2 goal lead with a well-worked set play; Wade Oostendorp 


Sees few [a 


NSW 


Academy, based at the Soccer NSW 
headquarters at Valentine Sports Park at 
Glenwood. 

Sixty preselected players will vie for 
16 places. The Coerver Academy squad 
will have 100 intensive training sessions 
each year, as well as playing with their 
regular club team. 

‘This opens to the door to the Coerver 
Oceania selection camp in January. From 
this intensive live-in camp 16 players 
from around Australasia travel overseas 


NSW Institute of Sport - Men’s popes] Tour 


Game 1: NSWIS v Den Haag (The Hague) 3-0 


minute, 


The game went through a period where tempers started to 
fray and PSV were showing NSWIS how to play possession 


Last night lost 3-2 to a very good Anderlecht side. This was 
our 3rd game in 3 days. Our rotation policy meant we started 
with 8 of our first years (1989s), against a team of 1988s. They 
found it tough going in the first half and went 1-0 down in the 
5th minute to a freak goal. 

A mishit volley from outside the box went a mile in the air 
and somehow dropped behind Andrew Redmayne into the net. 

However, the youngsters kept trying and equalised through 
Daniel Comet, a sharp first-time finish at the nearpost after 
Daniel Miller beat his man and crossed low and hard. 

Some changes at half-time made it a more even match-up in 
ages, and NSWIS started very brightly. Two good chances 
were missed before'some good lead-up and a great cross from 
Nathan Bums led to a goal for Jason Naidovski in the 50th 


Anderlecht drew level 12 minutes later, when a quickly 
taken free-kick caught out the Aussies. 

A good even battle ensued, with Anderlecht edging it in 
terms of controlled possession, and they got what they 
deserved in fairness, with a winner 2 minutes from time, when 
a shot rebounded off the crossbar and the Belgians were first 
to react, finishing well. 


Tomorrow’s Stars Today 


to play Coerver squads from around the 
globe. 

Coerver Coaching Oceania Director 
Paul Bentvelsen says the school holiday 
camp is an experience that can shape a 
young player’s destiny. 

“The Coerver motto is, Dream- 
Believe-Achieve,” says Bentveslen, 

“This philosophy is reflected in our 
player pathway, where players set their 
personal goals which are measurable and 
attainable. 

“Then they work hard towards achiev- 
ing them. 

“The opportunity for a player to attend 
a Coerver camp, be identified and then 
work towards final selection into an 
Oceania squad to tour overseas is experi- 


ence that will shape the players profes- Squad will tour Melbourne, Canberra and 


onallcareer inthe future.” Adelaide. In October a under 11 & 12 
This year marks the 10th anniversary  $uad will tour Japan and an under 13 & 
of Coerver Coaching in Australia. In cel- 14 squad will tour Spain. 


ebration, a NSW Coerver under 9 & 19 Enrolments for the Coerver Coaching 


(from page 24) 

In the second-half the game was pret- 
ty even with Hajduk putting more pres- 
sure on the Dragons to increase the score 
line, with Fraser Park looking for an 
equaliser. 

But Daniel Schwarzer had a brilliant 
game in goal for United and was not 
going to let anything past him. 


It was a big win by the strong Hajduk 
United side who are always hard to beat, 

delivered a deep free-kick for Vidaic to nod down and Nathan especially on their own home turf. 
Burns finished it off. Hurstville ZSC met Macarthur 


Rams earlier in the day at the Croatian 
Sports Centre, 


football, but another set play made it 4-1. Vidaic finally got The home team was in front but 
one for himself, heading in a comer. unable to put away more than one goal 
A tense finish ensued after PSV got back to 4-2 with an and were punished with a late equaliser 
excellent goal. An unstoppable shot from Rob van Boekel from the Rams. 
topped off a fine passage of play by the Dutch. Eddie Adam helped himself to 
another goal when he put away a chance 
Game 3: NSWIS v Anderlecht 2-3 at the second attempt. 
Daniel Comett, Jason Naidovski With ZSC looking the fitter of the two 


sides it was surprising to see Macarthur 
draw level in the dying seconds when 
Male Vukosa took advantage of some 
sloppy defending to make it 1-1. 

Sutherland escaped with a point 
thanks to two late goals at home to MSC 
Liverpool on Saturday night. 

The Sharks were well on top for the 
first 15 minutes but MSC came back into 
the game well and managed to lead 3-1 
until the 87th minute. 

Sutherland had led from a fine goal 
by former Stanmore striker, Anthony 
Sarmonikas, on the half-hour, but the 
game by that stage was beginning to 
swing the way of the visitors. 

‘Then madness in the form of a pro- 
longed period of extra-time and a lack of 
concentration at the heart of the 
Liverpool defence allowed the 
Sutherland men to come back late and 
pick up an unlikely point. 

Ben Realph was the man who netted 
the equaliser for MSC when he made the. 


Coerver Coaching Oceania Director Paul Bentvelsen Instructing pupils 


school holiday camp in are open now. 
Please see the advertisement in this 

newspaper or call 8814 4436 or visit the 

website www.coerveraustralia.com.au | 


most of a cross that was not cleared in 
the 47th minute. 

Then former Shark, Eric Williams, 
began to make his presence felt for 
MSC. 

He had already had a hand in the first 
goal and was also brought down very 
clumsily on the edge of the box in the 
72nd by Matt Dihm, who got a caution 
for his trouble and was probably fortu- 
nate not to see red as Williams was 
through and had young Claudio 
Oricchio free beside him. 

Acracking shot from Danny Georges, 
in the 64th minute and from outside the 
box, was followed by a Williams strike 
into the top comer in the 83rd to have 
the visitors looking well in control. 

Then came the mad finish that saw 
the Sharks break the hearts of the 
Moorebank men. 

‘Twice in the last few minutes another 
former Hawks man, Chris Hunt, struck 
and that meant that two of MSC 
Liverpool’s three points had gone for 
good. 

Tthad been a big effort by both sides 
to make such an exciting game of it, 
with Sutherland's new recruits bringing 
home the bacon at the finish. 

Tonight at 8:30 pm at Seymour Shaw 
Sutherland play their catch-up game 
against Sydney University. 

University maintained the solid form 
they had shown against Dulwich Hill to 
keep Northern Tigers scoreless on a 
soggy Parklands Oval pitch on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The conditions did not allow for 
much good football to be played, but it 
was the students who had the better 
share of the chances on the wet after- 
noon. 

Good saves from the Tigers’ keeper 
Chris Sharp denied Rob Smithies on a 
couple of occasions. 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact 

” Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 

"Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 

Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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taly had a good 2-1 victory away in Braga over Portugal last 
week thanks to goals from Christian Vieri and Fabbrizio 
Miccoli with this latter one coming directly from a comer. 

‘The Azzurri on the whole put in a positive display even though 
in the second half they seemed to play better when many fresh 
faces came on at half time, 

A lot of the players that Italy coach Giovanni Trapattoni used in 
the second half are not regular players for Italy and perhaps they 
had a point to prove to the national coach. 

One of those that came on in the second half was veteran 32- 
year-old Lazio defender Giuseppe Favalli who came on for his fel- 
low 32-year-old defender and club team-mate Giuseppe Pancaro. 

Favalli, currently in his twelfth straight season at Lazio, has 
now played on three occasions for Italy. However, these three 
appearances have been spread over ten years. 

He made his debut for Italy in 1994 when Arrigo Sacchi was the 
national coach. His second appearance for Italy was four years 
later in 1998 when Dino Zoff was in charge of the team. And last 
week he wore the Azzurri shirt for a third time. 

Tt must surely be some sort of record. It is hard to imagine a 
player playing for the national team on three occasions only over 
ten years under three different coaches. 

Nevertheless well done to Favalli for not giving up and one 
hopes to see him again in Portugal in a few months time at Euro 
2004. 

kkk 
he Lazio-Roma derby will be replayed after it was called off 
prematurely two weeks ago in what can only be described as 
some of the most disgraceful scenes witnessed in recent times at 
an Italian football match. 

However, the surprising bit about this decision is that the game 
will not be played behind closed doors. It would appear to reward 
hooligans who sabotaged this game with the disgraceful rumour 
that a child had been run over by a police car. 

Not only was this false rumour a disgrace but so too was the 
behaviour of certain so-called supporters inside and outside the 
stadium. In the end AC Milan Vice President and Serie A 

‘League Chairman, Adriano Galliani, made the decision to call 
off the game via telephone from Milan. 

Roma will have to play their next home game at a neutral venue 
but their fine was only approximately $A 5,000. Lazio were fined 
approximately $A 80,000. It hardly seems enough for both sides. 

‘The overriding basis for the decision was referee Rossetti,s 
report in which he writes that both captains expressed a desire to 
call off the game fearing a pitch invasion. 

Rossetti states that he twice tried to restart the game but it was 
the players and the officials who were adamant that the game be 
called off. He also notes the presence of some supporters, the lead- 
ers of the troublemakers, on the sidelines talking to both captains. 

Tt was later confirmed that these supporters were not season 
ticket holders of either Lazio or Roma and hence the leniency of 
the decision because it was deemed unfair to punish both clubs, 

It should be noted that several times over the stadium's public 
address system it was stated that the rumour about the death of a 
child was false. Despite all of this the game was still called off. 
One hopes that there is never is repeat of this fiasco in Italian foot- 
ball. 

Ke Kray ok 
he IFFHS is not a body that is easily recognised but it calls 
itself the Institute of Football History and Statistics and for 
the year ending March 30, 2004 they have declared AC Milan to 
be the best team in the world, 

AC Milan on 327 points have overtaken Real Madrid on 309 
but don’t ask how they worked the points for each team. In third 
place is Pele’s old club, Santos of Brazil, on 284 points, 

‘The rankings do leave you wondering a bit especially since 
Celtic finishes fourth and Arsenal is fifth. Surely the Gunners 
would be ahead of both Santos and Celtic but that is a story for 
another time, 

Juventus is the next best Ttalian club in seventh place followed 
by Inter in 16th place, Lazio is 20th, Roma is 23rd and Parma is 
35th. 

Boca Juniors won the title for the (club of the month, for the 
month of March and their coach, Carlos Bianchi, is the coach of 
the year ahead of AC Milan’s Carlo Ancelotti and Juyentus's 
Marcello Lippi. These rankings are only a bit of fun and games 
because on the football field anything can happen on any given 


day. 
xkKKK 
‘SW readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 
10.00pm for all the latest soccer news locally and abroad 
with myself, Joseph Carlucci, Mark Stavroulakis, Robert 
Scarselletta and Stuart Jones. 


MODENA 


AC MILAN ........1 
goal from Nicola Amoruso helped relega- 
tion strugglers Modena salvage a precious 
draw against league leaders AC Milan. 

‘The European champions, held in check early on 
finally broke the deadiock four minutes from the 
break when Jon Dahl Tomasson slotted home a 
Clarence Seedorf blast that keeper Adriano 
Zancope could only parry. 

Modena regrouped and restored parity seven 
minutes after the restart when Diomansy Kamara 
crossed for a wide open Amoruso who slammed 
home the equaliser. 


INTER MILAN ......3 


JUVENTUS .......2 

ny hopes Juve had of holding on to their 

A were dashed in a 3-2 defeat to Inter 
lan at the San Siro. 

Nigerian youngster Obafemi Martins gave Inter 
the lead after six minutes, finishing off some good 
build-up play by Dejan Stankovic and Christian 
Vieri. 

Inter's Kily Gonzalez then tumed a Mauro 
Camoranesi cross into his own net to bring 
Juventus level after 26 minutes before Vieri put 
Alberto Zaccheroni’s side back in front on the 
stroke of halftime from the penalty spot after a foul 
on Stankovic, 

‘Two minutes after the break Stankovic tapped in 
a Francisco Farinos corner to give Inter a 3-1 lead 
before Marco Di Vaio pulled one back in injury 
time. 


Sea | 


came from behind to beat relegation- 
plagued Siena. 

Cesar blasted home from just inside the box after 
three minutes of play. Six minutes later battling 
Siena equalised thanks to Gianni Guigou's low 
angled drive and took a shock lead on 24 minutes 
with Brazilian Taddei's sixth goal of the season. 

Stefano Fiore restored parity four minutes after a 
goalmouth scramble and one minute into first half 
stoppage time Cesar put Lazio ahead tapping home 
a rebound from a Sinisa Mihjalovic free kick. 

Three minutes after the break Cesar completed 
his hat-trick before Bernardo Corradi's 78th minute 
goal completed the rout, . 


SERIE B 


Cagliari 3 Como 2, Fiorentina 1 Ternana 0, 
Genoa 2 Vicenza 0, Livorno 5 Pescara 1, 
Messina 1 Bari 0, Piacenza 0 Albinoleffe 0, 
Torino 0 Venezia 0, Triestina 1 Treviso 0, 
Salernitana 0 Napoli 0, Palermo 5 Catania 0, 
(Atalanta ys Ascoli, Ayellino vs Verona — 
Tuesday AET). 


PWODL FE A Ps 
1, Palermo 36 17 55-2964 
2.Messina 36 16 52-3461 
3.Livorno 36 15 55-3660 
4.Cagliari 36 14 57 -3856 
5.Atalanta 35 13 41 -3056 
6Piacenza 3S i 34 -2656 


7Fiorentina 36 14 42 -3956 
8.Ternana 36 14 47-3854 
9Triestina 36 13 43-3954 
10.Torino 36 12 45-3750 


1LVicenza 36 12 37-3450 
12.Catania 36 13 40 ~4050 
13.Napoli 36 9 26 -3346 
14.Genoa 36 10 36 4143 
15.Treviso 9 32 -3542 
16.Venezia 9 28 -3841 
17 Albinoleffe 10 31 4341 
18.Ascoli 9 36 4040 
19.Salernitana 10 3840 
20.Verona 9 4739 
21 Pescara 9 48 38, 
22.Bari 8 -5034 
23.Como 7 48:32 


LECCE 
ROMA ......+:+++3 


‘oma scored three second half goals to beat 
‘Strugglers Leece and close the gap on AC 
to nine points, 

Five minutes after the restart Brazilian Emerson 
headed home a Gaetano D'Agostino comer break- 
ing the deadlock. Four minutes later defender 
Cesare Bovo deflected a D'Agostino free kick into 
his own net for a two-goal cushion. Four minutes 
into injury time captain Francesco Totti completed 
the rout from the penalty spot for his 16th goal of 
the season. 


ANCONA .........0 
SAMPDORIA .......1 


io Barzani’s 12th goal of the season helped 
Sampdoria record a vital win and condemned 
Ancona to second division football next sea- 


son. 

Winless Ancona are relegated from the top flight 
with six games remaining, after their 21st loss in 28 
matches left them stranded on seven points at the 
foot of the table. Sampdoria remain in the eighth 
spot and in contention for a UEFA Cup berth. 


BOLOGNA ........2 
REGGINA .........2 


‘n-form Bologna came from two goals down to 
cam a draw against relegation-threatened 


Reggina 

David Di Michele beat the offside trap and 
chipped keeper Gianluca Pagliuca for a seventh 
minute Reggina lead. Roberto Stellone doubled the 
score on the half hour mark with brilliant left foot 
volley from 30 yards out. Just before the break 
‘Tomas Locatelli pulled a goal back slotting home a 
rebound from a parried Cesare Natali blast. 

After the restart Bologna poured forward finally 
equalising from Claudio Bellucci's 67th minute 
close range effort after some fine work by Igli Tare. 


CHIEVO 
PARMA ...ces eee ed 


scored an important away win against 
‘Chievo Verona pulling the cash-strapped club 
Jevel on points with Lazio for the fourth and 
final Champions League spot. 

Midfielder Marco Marchionni opened the scor- 
ing on the half hour mark blasting home from just 
inside the box after receiving a delightful through 
ball from Alberto Gilardino. 

After the restart Chievo pressed forward but on 
70 minutes Marchionni returned the fayour passing 
to Gilardino who finished off from close range for 
his 15th goal of the season. 


EMPOLI 
PERUGIA 


Sees | 


second half strike from forward Tommaso 

Rocchi lifted Empoli to a precious victory 

over unlucky Perugia in this relegation 
clash. 


: me 
AC Milan striker Filippo Inzaghi (right) 
and Modena midfielder Paolo Ponzo 
challenge for the ball. 


Lazio's Brazilian defender Rodriguez 
Aparecido Cesar celebrates after scoring 
against Siena. 

With the win, Empoli climb up to third from bot- 
tom on 26 points, level with Modena while Perugia 
remain second from bottom on 22 points and slip 
further into the danger zone. 


UDINESE 
BRESCIA .... 


‘dinese almost blew a three-gi 
fought back to beat Brescia 4-3 and keep 
their UEFA Cup hopes alive. 

Vincenzo laquinta's fifth minute strike and Dino 
Fava’s 15th minute header gave Udinese and early 
lead. The home side added a third on 30 minutes 
when Jaquinta beautifully curled his shot past 
keeper Federico Agliardi. On the stroke of halftime 
a magnificent Roberto Baggio free kick, his 10th 
goal of the season reduced the deficit, = | 

Luigi Di Biagio's free kick one minute after the 
restart made it 3-2 and soon after a volley from 
Filippo Maniero silenced the crowd restoring pari- 
ty. Just as the match seemed headed for a draw 
Fava latched on to a David Pizarro long ball and 
slotted past the outstretched A gliardi for the win. 


Udinese 4 Brescia 3, Inter 3 Juventus 2, 
Modena 1 AC Milan 1, Chievo 0 Parma 2, 
Empoli 1 Perugia 0, Bologna 2 Reggina 2, 
Lecce 0 Roma 3, Ancona 0 Sampdoria 1, 
Lazio 5 Siena 2, 


= 
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1 Milan 

2 Roma 

3 Juventus 

4 Lazio 

5 Parma 

6 Inter Milan 

7 Udinese 

8 Sampdoria 
-9 Bologna 

10 Chievo 

Ti Brescia 

12 Siena 

13 Lecce 

14 Regpina 

15 Modena 

16 Empoli 

17 Perugia 

18 Ancona 
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BE yur a rarqure trac 


ARSENAL ...........0 


MANCHESTER UTD ....1 
‘anchester United shattered Arsenal's 
hopes of a third successive FA Cup tri- 
umph with a 1-0 victory over the hold- 

ers ina ferocious semi-final at Villa Park. 

Paul Scholes's well taken 32nd-minute strike 
put United through to a final in Cardiff on May 
22. 

Gary Neville played Ryan Giggs into a gaping 
hole and his cross was slammed in by the 
England midfielder from 10 metres. 


SUNDERLAND .......0 


MILLWALL ..........1 
ustralian striker Tim Cahill completed an 
extraordinary week by scoring the goal 
that sent first division Millwall through 

to an FA Cup final showdown with his "heroes" 

Manchester United. 

‘The 24-year-old converted a loose ball after 26 
minutes to give Millwall a 1-0 win dver 
Sunderland at Old Trafford and a place in the FA 
Cup final for the first time, as well as a berth in 
next season's UEFA Cup. 


Paul Scholes (left) is congratulated by 
Roy Keane after scoring Manchester 
United's FA Cup winner against 
Arsenal. 


TOTTENHAM .........0 MIDDLESBROUGH . 


CHELSEA .... ++++-1 BOLTON ....... 
Jee Hasselbaink continued his rich B olton went to Middlesbrough looking for 


vein of form to give second-placed Chelsea a revenge after defeat in the Carling Cup final 
hard-fought 1-0 win over Tottenham at White - but were once again left disappointed. 


Hart Lane to close the gap at the top. 

The Dutchman, who bagged a hat-trick against 
Wolves last week, notched his 18th for the season 
from chose range following good work from 
Damien Duff after 38 minutes. 

Chelsea closed the gap on leaders Arsenal to 
four points, but have played an extra game, 


NEWCASTLE UTD ......4 


EVERTON .......2202.2 
‘eweastle picked up maximum points after a 
4-2 win over Everton at St James' Park. 
Craig Bellamy put the home side in front 
after just five minutes however the lead lasted only 
seven minutes as the Toffees equalised through 
Thomas Gravesen. 

‘The home side were back in front after 21 min- 
utes when Kieron Dyer headed home Darren 
Ambrose's cross before Shearer gave Newcastle a 
two-goal cushion when he grabbed his 25th goal of 
the seascn. 

Joseph Yobo reduced the deficit after heading in 
Gary Naysmith's comer before Shearer reclaimed 
the host’s two goal margin with a goal in stoppage 
time, 


The visitors found themselves 1-0 down in 
bizarre fashion when Kevin Nolan hook a clear- 
ance over his shoulder und past a hapless Jussi 
Jaaskelainen. 

Sam Allardyce's men started the second half 
brightly, but were hit on the counter attack. 

Massimo Maccarone did well down on the right 
and when the bal! broke to Jonathan Greening in 
the area, he made no mistake to put Boro 2-0 ahead 
on 51 minutes and wrap up the points. 


WOLVERHAMPTON .....1 
SOUTHAMPTON .......4 


ottom club Wolves’ troubles continued as 
they went down 4-1 at home to 
Southampton. 

James Beattie fired the Saints into the lead with 
a clinical finish after 25 minutes before Claus 
Lundekvam (58) doubled the lead from close 
range. 

Henri Camara gave the Molineux faithful some 
hope with 18 minutes left and despite a late rally, 
Dave Jones’ men could not find an equaliser and 
were twice hit on the break by Phillips (89 & 90). 


Liverpool's Michael Owen was the Reds hero with two goals In their four-nil victory over 
Blackburn 
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FULHAM .....2002052 0 

BIRMINGHAM .........0 

i¢ match between European hopefuls 

| Fulham and Birmingham at Loftus Road 
ended goalless. 

Blues’ midfielder Robbie Savage hit the crossbar 
after just four minutes, but visiting ‘keeper ‘Maik 
Taylor later pulled off three top-draw stops to keep 
the scores level at the break. 

Fulham upped the tempo during the second half, 
but could not find a way past Birmingham's 
resolute backline. 


ASTON VILLA .........1 
MANCHESTER CITY ....1 
ity secured a useful point but had to wait 
( until the 82nd-minute before French defend- 
er Sylvain Distin headed home a comer to 
cancel out Juan Pablo Angel's close-range strike for 
Villa after 26 minutes, 

A point gained in City's fight to avoid getting 
sucked into the relegation battle was a case of two, 
lost for Villa who are now five points adrift of the 
last Champions League place. 


Woiverhampton’s Paul Butler (left) tussles 
with Southampton’s James Beattie. 


LIVERPOOL ..........4 


BLACKBURN .........0 
‘t was ao contest at a soggy Anfield as Liverpool 

[oe struggling Rovers to reclaim fourth 
place from Newcastle, 

Michael Owen opened the scoring after only 
seven minutes with a low shot and Rovers defend- 
er Andy Todd handed Liverpool their second goal 
when he volleyed a cross by Et Hadji Diouf past his 
own keeper Brad Friedel in the 22nd-minute. 

Owen made the points safe with a fine finish for 
Liverpool's third goal two minutes later. Emile 
Heskey completed the rout 11 minutes from time 
and Liverpool could easily have had more. 


FIXTURES. 
marrerecrrre 


Arsenal 0 Manchester Utd 1, Sunderland 0 Millwall 1. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Falham 0 Birmingham City 0, Middlesbrough 2 Bolton 0, 
Newcastle Utd 4 Everton 2, Tottenham 0 Chelsea 1, 
Wolverhampton 1 Southampton 4, Aston Villa 1 Manchester 
City 1, Liverpool 4 Blackburn 0, (Leeds Utd vs Leicester — 


Wolverhampton 


FIRST DIVISION 


Burnley 3 Norwich 5, Crewe 0 Rotherham 0, Derby 0 
Walsall 1, Gillingham 1 Cardiff 2, Preston 1 Bradford 0, 
Reading 2 West Ham 0, Sheffield Utd 1 Notts Forest 2, Stoke 
1 Coventry 0, Wigan 0 Wimbledon 1, Ipswich 2 West 
Bromwich 3. 


Norwich 
‘West Brom 
Sunderland 


55 
55 
4 
48 
48 
48 
46 
“4 
At 
“4 
42 

3. 


pe 


386 3 30 


SECOND DIVISION 


Barnsley 1 Plymouth 0, Bournemouth 1 Colchester 1, 
Brentford 1 Chesterfield 1, Brighton 2 Hartlepool 0, Bristol 
City 1 QPR 0, Grimsby 2 Sheffield Wed 0, Luton 1 Oldham 
1, Notts County 4 Blackpool 1, Peterborough 4 Swindon 2, 

2 Rushden & Diamonds 1, Wrexham 0 Tranmere 
1, Wycombe 2 Port Vale 1. 


Plymouth 
QPR 

Bristol City 
Brighton 
Swindon 
Bournemouth 
Port Vale 
Luton 
Hartlepool 
Barnsley 
Wrexham 
Colchester 
‘Tranmere 
Sheff Wed 
Blackpool 
Rushden & Diamonds 
Oldham 
Peterborough 
Grimsby 
Stockport 
Chesterfield 
Brentford 
Notts County 
Wycombe 
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helped Real Madrid to an unconyincing 2- 
1 win over Albacete. 

His first, 19 minutes in, clipped off of a defender 
breaking from the wall and wrong-footed Albacete 
keeper Manuel Almunia. 

Then, 21 minutes from time, the confident left- 
back blasted a shot goalwards from long distance 
which struck team-mate Luis Figo and went in. 

Valencia kept the pressure on Real Madrid but 
they left it late to see off battling Murcia 2-0. 

‘The league's bottom club held Valencia goalless 
for 73 minutes before Manricio Pellegrino rose to 
head home the game's opening goal. 

‘That eased the fears which must have been grow- 
ing at the Mestalla and Miguel Mista's 82nd-minute 
second for the hosts will have banished them com- 
pletely. ° 

‘The victory trims Real’s lead at the top of the table 

| back to one point. 

| Villarreal held Barcelona to a goalless draw at the 
Nou Camp, ending the home side's bid to equal a 
club record 10 match winning run. 

‘The nearest a below-par Barca came to scoring 


T= deflected Roberto Carlos free-kicks 


Barcelona's Javier Saviola (right) controls 
the ball during their Villareal clash 


was when Javier Saviola hit the upright in the first 
half while Roger Garcia repeated the feat for 
Villarreal from a free-kick before the break. 

Deportivo La Coruna's title chances were dealt 
what is likely to prove a terminal blow after Javier 
Trureta's side lost a two-goal lead and were held to a 
2-2 draw by Real Betis at the Riazor. 

Albert Luque and Victor put Depor ahead within 
16 minutes, but Marcos Assuncao pulled a goal back 


before half-time, and Daniel Dani equalised in the 
‘70th minute to grab a point for a Betis side who fin- 
ished with 10 men following the late dismissal of 
Washington Tais. 

Sevilla dealt another blow to Espanyol's prospects 
of survival as Ramiro Antonito scored the only goal 
of a game of scant few chances. 

Sevilla were on top for much of the game howev- 
et, and they almost took the lead after 20 minutes 
when Julio Baptista's long-range strike was tipped 
wide by goalkeeper Erwin Lemmens, 

The game’s only goal arrived in the 51st minute, 
when Dario Silva got a touch to a cross from the left 
and Antonito smashed the ball into the top corner at 
the far post. 

Atletico Madrid moved a step closer toa return to 
Europe with an enthralling 2-1 win over Real 
Valladolid at the Vicente Calderon. 

Fernando Torres and Veljko Paunovic scored first- 
half goals for Aletico as they appeared to be cruis- 
ing towards a comfortable victory. 

But a spitited fightback from Valladolid, started 
by Pablo Ricchetti's header early in the second half, 
almost earned a draw for the visitors as the game fin- 
ished at a frenetic pace. 

Struggling Celta Vigo held Athletic Bilbao to a 
goalless draw away from home. 

It was a positive result for second-bottom Celta, 
who needed to bounce back following a 2-0 loss to 
Real Zaragoza last week and the resignation of coach 
Raddy Antic. 

In-form Real Zaragoza missed out on the chance 
to secure three vital points after letting a 2-0 lead slip 
against Racing Santander. 

Zaragoza could only draw 2-2 with Racing despite 
leading with goals from Dani and David Villa in the 
first half. Racing had Pablo Casar and Fernando 
Moran to thank for saving their side a point. 

Real Mallorca and Real Sociedad cancelled each 
other out in Palma in a largely uneventful 1-1 draw. 


Bayern Munich striker Roque Santa Cruz 
(left) gets his head to the ball ahead of 
Kaiserslautern’s Vratislav Lokvenc. 


goal from Ailton helped fitle favourites 
Werder Bremen secure a point against 
Freiburg in the Weserstadion. 

Freiburg led after 20 seconds as Dennis Kruppke 
fired home from 15 yards after build-up play from 
Wilfried Sanou and Sasha Riether. 

‘The home side soon lost momentum though and 
Bremen drew level in the 19th minute when Ivan 
Klasnic's cross fell to super star Ailton and the 
Bundesliga top scorer turned the ball home from six 


Ailton has been in terrife form for Bremen this 


year, the stocky Brazilian has caught the eye of many 
high profile clubs from across Europe with many 
experts saying a summer move to either Spain or 
Ttaly is expected to happen. 

Roy Makaay struck his 20th league goal of a pro- 
lific first season in Germany to help reigning cham- 
pions Bayern Munich keep the pressure on leaders 
Werder Bremen. 

The Dutchman scored one of two second-half 
goals as Bayern claimed a 2-0 win over 10-man 
Kaiserslautern. 

Roque Santa Cruz grabbed the other goal 14 min- 
utes from time to break the stubborn resistance of a 
Lautern side who had midfielder Stefan Malz sent off 
midway through the first half. 

Stuttgart showed that they are not giving their title 
ambitions up without a fight after humbling 
Wolfsburg 5-1. 

‘The victory was achieved thanks to goals from 
Heiko Gerber, Marco Streller, Philip Lahm, Kevin 
Kuranyi and Imre Szabics. 

Bottom club Cologne are still odds-on to be play- 
ing second division football next season but they will 
haye set a few pulses races at rival clubs following 
their 2-0 win over Kintracht Frankfurt, 

Cologne were handed a flying start when Ingo 
Hertzsch put through his own goal after just five 
minutes before Lukas Podolski completed the scor- 
ing in the 35th minute. 

‘The result sees Cologne move to within five points 
of second-bottom Hertha Berlin, who drew 1-1 with 
Hansa Rostock, while Eintracht slip into the bottom 
three courtesy of Hannover's surprise 2-0 victory at 
1860 Munich. 

The game was settled by two goals in three sec- 
ond-half minutes with Dariusz Zuraw giving 
Hannover the lead after 71 minutes and Thomas 
Brdaric doubling the advantage almost immediately. 

The three points leap-frogged Hannover out of the 
relegation zone and above Kaiserslautern and 
Borussia Moenchengladbach, who played out a goal- 


Ina tight game, with both sides close to the rele- 
gation zone, Igor Gabilondo put the away side ahead 
in the first half following good work by Darko 
Kovacevic. 

Mallorca levelled on the hour mark thanks to a 
Jesus Perera strike, to ensure the Basques returned 
home with only a point. 


less draw with high-flying Bayer Leverkusen. 

Schalke's crusade for a UEFA Cup place was 
given a boost after a facile 4-1 win over Hamburg. 

Tomasz Waldoch put Schalke ahead after 10 min- 
utes before Ebbe Sand doubled the lead in the 29th 
minute, 

Mehdi Mahdavikia pulled a goal back for 
Hamburg from the penalty spot after 35 minutes but 
Schalke had restored their two-goal lead by the break 
when Fabian Lamotte scored to make it 3-1. 

Michael Delura completed the scoring 10 minutes 
into the second half, 


SAe sels pon ease 
- BEY mas OOD ODS NO ODN 
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Scottish Premier 
League 


( “st te mitt 
last three minutes to 
deny Hearts a famous 

victory and save their incredi- 

ble unbeaten record at 

Parkhead. 

Hearts looked like ending 
Celtic's seemingly unstoppable 
surge towards the championship 
after goals in each half from 
Kevin McKenna and Mark de 
Vries. 

But Chris Sutton set up a dra- 
matic grandstand finish which 
was completed by a last-gasp 
Didier Agathe equaliser. 

Stephen Hughes grabbed his 
third goal of the season to secure 
all three points for Rangers 
against Motherwell at Fir Park. 

Both sides had plenty of 
chances to find the back of the 
net but Hughes gave them all a 
lesson in finishing when he net- 
ted shortly before half-time. 

Much of the pressure on the 
shoulders of Rangers had been 
removed before the game 
kicked-off following Celtic's 
draw with Hearts. 

Three first-half goals from 
Leigh Hinds, Phil McGuire and 
Paul Sheerin handed Aberdeen a 
well-deserved victory over a 
dispirited Dundee United. 

‘The Tannadice side had trav- 
elled to Pittodrie in search of the 
three points which would have 
cemented their place in the top 


half of the Bank of Scotland 
Premier League but instead con- 
tributed to their own downfall 
with some woeful defending, 

A winner from Steven 
Crawford gave Dunfermline a 2- 
1 victory against Kilmamock 
and proved the perfect tonic 
ahead of their vital Tennent's 
Scottish Cup semi-final clash 
with Inverness this weekend. 

Kilmarnock took the lead 
through Australian Danny 
Tnvincibile but the home side 
took the points through goals 
from Barry Nicholson and 
Crawford. 

A Derek Riordan double 
helped Hibernian secured a 3-1 
win against Livingston at Easter 
Road, 

‘The home side took the lead 
through Tom McManus shortly 
before half-time only to be 
pegged back again by a Derek 
Lilley strike but Riordan 
weighed in with two goals to 
ensure the win for Hibs. 

Finally, a late strike from 
Nacho Novo gave Dundee a 
barely-deserved three points 
against Partick at Dens Park. 

Andy Thomson equalised on 
13 minutes after Steven Milne 
had given Dundee an early lead. 

After that, it was the visitors 
who had the best of the match, 
but never really did enough in 
attack to merit a winner. 


o 
all:spon Aaa 


Celtic defender Didler Agathe (left) Is tackled by Hearts 
skipper Steven Pressley. 


Dundee2 
‘Hibernian 1 


Deine wooe dE 


Greek Ethinki 
Katigoria 


thens giants 
Panathinaikos and 
Olympiakos continued 


the charge at the top of the 
Hellenic National League, con- 
demning Aris Thessaloniki and 
Traklis to respective defeats. 

Panathinaikos won 2-0 away 
from home to retain their two- 
point lead ahead of the potential 
title decider against second- 
placed Olympiakos on 18 April. 

A header from top goalscorer 
Dimitris Papadopoulos and a 
powerful long-range effort from 
Jan Michaelsen clinched the vic- 
tory. 

Papadopoulos has been linked 
with a possible move to England 
in the European summer, his 
form with the Greens has been 
terrific. 

Olympiakos, as has been the 
case for the majority of the sea- 
son, were not to be outdone and 
proceeded to dispatch Iraklis 3-0. 
‘The prolific Brazilian Giovanni 
struck either side of a Spyros 
Yallas goal and Kennedy 
Bakircioglii missed a penalty. 

Speculation ran riot when 
Brazilian super-star and former 
AC Milan player Rivaldo was in 
the stands watching good friend 
Giovanni. 

Greek journalists have penned 
down that Rivaldo will be at 
Olympiakos next season, a true 
sign that the Reds want to do well 
in the Champions League. 

Apart from Rivaldo, Celtic 
striker Henrik Larsson has also 
been linked with Olympiakos. 

The duo will certainly put 
Olympiakos on the map and 
could gain the recognition it 
deserves in Europe as one of the 
most feared sides. 

Third-placed PAOK 
‘Thessaloniki stayed in contention 
thanks to a 2-0 defeat of Ionikos 
with young Greek International 
Dimitris Salpingidis scoring 
twice while Egaleo edged out 
Xanthi 2-1 thanks to a penalty 
from Giorgos Barkoglou and a 
68th-minute strike from Costas 
Papoutsis. 

Halkidona, in fifth, overcame a 
two-goal deficit to salvage a 2-2 
draw against Panionios N and 


were indebted to Anderson Lima 
for the point as the Brazilian 
slammed in twice in the final 
stages. AEK Athens slipped fur- 
ther off the pace following a 1-1 
draw with Akraitos. 

In the weekend's other games, 
Giorgos Kazantzis' goal and a 
double from Fanis Gekas helped 
Kallithea to a 3-1 defeat of fel- 
low relegation candidates 
Proodeftiki . OFI Crete and 
Paniliakos produced a goalless 
draw. 

Away from the domestic com- 
petition, its been a terrific year to 
date for Greek football. 

Domestic hasn’t been the best 
but on the international scale, the 
National squad has done really 
well. 

Greece were one of the first 
teams that qualified for Euro 
2004 in Portugal and last week, 
continuted their 15-matca 
unbeaten run with a friendly win 
over Switzerland. 

German coach Otto Rehagel 
has transformed a team that was 
always frustrated with intemal 
politics to a power house 
European side. 

Many talented stars are cur 
rently making a big name for 
themselves from Greece in vari- 
‘ous countries across Europe. 

Stylianos Giannakopoulos has 
been one of Bolton Wanderers 
most consistent players. 

Nikos Dabizas has resurrected 
his career at Leicester City while 
Demis Nikolaidis has been a 
dream signing for Atheltico 
Madrid. 

Angelos Charisteas has been a 
tower of strength up front for 
Werder Bremen, Zysis Bryzas 
bas been in great form with 
Fiorentina while  Giorgios 
Karagounis has finally cracked 
Inter Milan’s first team squad. 

This could be the start of the 
golden greek era, something that 
has yet to be scene from any 
Greek for some time. 

Change of coach, a non-Greek 
has been what the national side 
needed for quite some time now. 

Tagged as under-dogs for Euro 
2004, rival European nations take 
note - Beware of the Greeks! 
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Dutch Eredivisie 


jax retained their 12- 
point lead at the top of 
the Eredivisie following 
a tense 2-1 win over Groningen. 

They need just two more wins 
to be sure of the title after Johnny 
Heitinga’s dubious goal five min- 
utes from time maintained 
Ronald Koeman's side's perfect 
record at the Amsterdam ArenA 
this season. 

That incredible record lodked 
in doubt after Glen Salmon's 
75th-minute goal levelled the 
scores for Groningen. Salmon 
hammered the ball home after he 
was left unattended at a free-kick, 

The home side took the lead 
initially through captain Rafael 
van der Vaart, 

Defending Dutch champions 
PSV Eindhoven proved that they 
can still tum on the style after 
their 4-0 thrashing of RKC 
Waalwijk. 

Mateja Kezman scored twice 
in the romp, with PSV's other 
goals coming from Jan 
Yennegoor of Hesselink and Ji- 
Sung Park. 

Ten-man Feyenoord moved to 
within a point of second placed 
PSV following a comprehensive 
0-3 win over NAC Breda. 

But Feyenoord had to wait 
until the second half to get on the 
scoresheet, Peter van den Berg 
giving them the lead on 51 min- 
utes, before Thomas Buffel and 
then Adnan Barakat's own goal 
made sure of the points, while 
Chong-Gug Song was sent off for 
two bookable offences. 

Utrecht won an incident- 
packed game with ADO Den 
Haag 5-3 whose battle against 
telegation will not be helped by 
this result. 

ADO took the lead through 
Youssef El Akchaoui after three 
minutes but Patrick Zwaanswijk 
quickly replied only for Roy 
Stroeve to put the visitors back in 
front. 


This time their lead lasted just 
a minute before Dave van den 
Bergh equalised. Zwaanswijk 
then put Utrecht ahead with his 
second goal only for Romeo 
Castelan to bring ADO level at 3- 
3. After the break, Utrecht 
wrapped up the points when Van 
den Bergh and Donny de Groot 
tucked away. 

Volendam moved off the bot- 
tom after fighting back from a 
goal down to beat mid-table 
Twente 2-1. 

The win, which was secured 
by a last-minute strike from sub- 
stitute Dion Esajas, takes 
Volendam above Zwolle and on 
to 20 points. 

Zwolle sunk to bottom spot 
after drawing 1-1 at RBC 
Roosendaal. 

It could have been worse for 
them, but opponents RBC failed 
to build on their first-minute 
opener from Edwin De Graaf. 

Instead they allowed Zwolle 
back into the game and paid an 
expensive price when Bert 
Zuurman levelled up for the visi- 
tors in the 27th minute. 

Vitesse Armhem remain deep 
in trouble near the foot of the 
Eredivisie after slipping to defeat 
at high-flying AZ Alkmaar, a 
result that further strengthens the 
European ambitions of Co 
Adriaanse's side. 

Martijn Meerdink opened the 
scoring in the 53rd minute and 
that advantage was quickly dou- 
bled when Robin Nelisse nodded 
home, 

Matthew Amoah pulled a goal 
back for Vitesse but it wasn't 
enough and the Amhem club 
remain in deep trouble near the 


. foot of the table, 


NEC Nijmegen eased their lin- 
gering relegation fears with a 
comprehensive 4-0 victory over 
Willem I. 


“NEC Nijmegen 4 Willem Il 0, RKC Waalwijk 0 PSV 
ae ‘Roda JC 0 Heerenveen 1, 


Belgian First 
Division 


nderlecht coach 

Hugo Broos said 

his players were 
tired out after the leagne 
leaders were held 0-0 by 
fourth-placed Excelsior 
Mouscron in the Belgian 
first division. 

Anderlecht, who remain 
11 points clear of second- 
placed Club Bruges with 
six games remaining, have 
won only three of their last 
seven league games and 
were also knocked out of 
the Belgian FA Cup semi- 
finals by Beveren last 
week, 

‘The leaders created good 
chances, with Aruna 
Dindane, Oleg Fachtchouk 
and Walter Baseggio going 
close, but they were thwart- 
ed by some fine saves from 
goalkeeper Francky 
Vandendressche, 

Club Brugge reduced 
Anderlecht's lead at the top 
thanks to a 2-1 defeat of 
Lokeren. 

The hosts took an carly 
lead when defender Olivier 
De Cock scored from close’ 
range in the sixth minute. 
Gert Verheyen doubled the 
tally midway through the 
half when he headed in 
from Jonathan Blondel's 


cross. 

Lokeren pulled one back 
in the second half when 
Victor deflected a comer 


into his own net. 

The visitors piled on the 
pressure and only some 
good saves from Croatian 
Tomislav Butina prevented 
them from getting an 
equaliser. 

Third-placed Standard de 
Liege kept in touch with 
Brugge, who are just four 
points in front, defeating 
Beveren 2-0 on their travels. 


Standard played most of 
their game at Beveren 
against 10 men when for- 
ward Mohammed Diallo 
was sent off in the 36th 
minute for punching Liege 
defender Gonzague 
Vandoren. 

A minute earlier 
Jonathan Walasiak had 
beaten the offside trap to 
put the visitors ahead. 
Uruguayan midfielder Juan 
Ramon Curbello made it 2- 
0 in the second half with a 
lob over the head of goal- 
keeper Boubacar Copa. 

Royal Antwerp moved 
closer to safety with their 
second win in a row when 
they beat Racing Genk 3-1. 

On-loan _ Manchester 
United striker Eddie 
Johnson, Tony Sergeant 
and Darko Pivaljevic were 
in the goals with only 
Bernd Thijs replying for 
the hosts. 

The second from bottom 
club now have 23 points 
and are only two behind 
Charleroi who occupy the 
safe~16th~ place; but» who 
lost 3-1 at basement club 
Heusden-Zolder. 

Westerlo, in __ fifth, 
impressed in a 3-1 defeat of 
KFC Germinal Beerschot, 
Chris Janssens and Jef 
Delen both slamming in 
Tate goals after Toni 
Brogno drew the home side 
level following a surprise 
24th-minute opener from 
Steve Cooreman. 

Elsewhere, Gent and 
Lierse battled out a 1-1 
draw at the Jules 
Ottenstadion while Carlo 
Cardiasco and Wamberto 
struck before the interval to 
secure Mons a 2-1 away 
victory against Sint- 
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Roma, Lazio avoid point docking 


oma and Lazio have avoided the 
Re of being docked points for 

the disturbances that caused the 
Rome derby to be suspended on March 21. 

But both clubs have been punished - Roma 
were handed.a one-match ban from the Stadio 
Olimpico and fined 3,000 euros (£2,005) while 
Lazio were hit with a financial penalty of 
51,000 euros (£34,088). 

The match was called to a halt three minutes 
into the second half when three fans walked 
onto the pitch and told Roma skipper Francesco 
Totti that the game had to be stopped because a 
child had been killed outside the stadium - 
reports which were subsequently discovered to 
be false. 

‘The Disciplinary Committee for Italian sport 
imposed the punishments, and it now falls to La 
Lega Calcio (the Italian League) to set a date for 
the match to be replayed. 

But the committee did not insist that the 
game take place behind closed doors, a measure 
that many had anticipated. 

“What happened in the derby game was an 


Capello hints at Italy exit 


extremely unusual situation, something that had 


never taken place before,’ Disciplinary _ 


Committee chief Maurizio Laudi told Italian 
newspaper La Gazzetta dello Sport. 

*So the refusal of the players to continue the 
game is not a measure that, on its own, merits 
disciplinary action.” 

Roma and Lazio will be relieved to have 
avoided a points penalty, which would have 
harmed Roma's chances of qualifying automat- 
ically for next season’s Champions League and 
Lazio’s of earning a place in the competition at 
all. 

But there are those in Italy who believe the 
punishment is insufficient. 

“Tt is a yery lenient decision,’ said welfare 
minister Roberto Maroni on Italian television 
programme “Porta a Porta.’ 

Economics expert Enrico Letta concurred 
with Maroni’s view. 

“The decision is very, very soft,’ he said. 

“The proper measure would have been to 
have the game replayed behind closed doors. 


oma boss Fabio 

Capello has put 

urope’s major 

clubs, including big-spend- 

ing Chelsea, on alert that he 
is ready for a move. 

‘The former Real Madrid 
boss, linked with the Stamford 
Bridge job now Sven-Goran 
Eriksson has signed a new 
contract to coach England, has 
openly admitted his interest in 
moving abroad. 

‘T would like to have anoth- 
er opportunity to coach 
abroad, especially in 
England,’ Capello, who has 
one year left on his current 
contract, told Spanish national 
newspaper El Pais. 

Capello is clearly disen- 
chanted with the current state 


from all competitions after 
failing to have their finances 
in order. 

‘The club's books were so 
bad that they reportedly kept 
Roma from falling into the 
hands of Russian company 
Nafta Moskva whose execu- 
tives were put off by the debts. 

Capello and captain 
Francesco Totti, aware that 
Russian billionaire Roman 
Abramovich’s purchase of 
Chelsea had seen him spend 
millions of pounds to lure 
great players to Stamford 
Bridge, openly welcomed the 
bid. 

Since talk of the Russian 
bid has faded to all but a whis- 
per, Roma’s empire has started 
to crumble. 


Before the Rome derby 
with Lazio on March 21, 
Roman-born Totti said he 
would leave the door open for 
a move away from the club 
where he has spent his entire 
career. 

“I'm not ruling out this 
derby as being my last one,’ 
said the Italian international, 

“I don’t want to stay in a 
small Roma but in a competi- 
tive Roma.” 

Totti’s comments clearly 
unsettled Capello. 

“Totti is like Zidane for 
Real Madrid or Kaka for 
Milan,’ said Capello, before 
admitting: “However, a team 
cannot depend solely on a 
player.” 


of affairs atRoma, and in Italy 
in general. P International Friendlies 
The club is in avery deli- | ovand 0 France 0 + Macedonia 1 Ukraine 0 
cate period, in both the sport | scottand 1 Romania 2 Slovenia 0 Latvia 1 
ing and financial arena. Sweden 4 England 0 Serbia &Mont 0 Norway 4 
Just four months ago the | Germany 3 Belgium 0 Croatia 2 Turkey 2 
Giallorossi were prime candi- | Portugal 1 Italy 2  Lbourg 1 Bosnia 2 
dates to clinch the Scudetto | spain 2 Denmark 0 Poland 0 USA 1 
and the UEFA Cup. Tunisia 0 \WvoryCoast2 Slovakia 1 Austria 1 
‘The on-field success was | Morocco 3 Angola 1 Hungary 1 Wales 2 
helping divert the fans’ atten- Moldova 2 Azerbaijan’ Greece 1 Siland to) 
tion away from the club’s | Malta 1 Finland 2 Albania 2 Iceland 1 
ongoing financial problems. Bulgaria 2 Russia 2 Egypt 2 Trinidad & Tobago 4 
Only last summer, Roma Estonia 0 Nthire 4 Repof ireland 2 Czech Rep 1 


came close to being excluded 


Airlines consider Euro boycott 


UROPEAN airline body IACA said it 

may ask its members not to fly to 

Portugal during the European soccer 
finals because it disagrees with airline securi- 
ty measures planned for the event. 

*We are just contemplating a boycott, we are 
thinking aboutit, nothing has been decided yet,” 
said [ACA spokesman Koen Vermeir, 

“We could do it in reaction to some local 
rules for Portugal planned for the European 
football finals which are completely unwork- 
able.” 

The International Air Cartier Association 
represents 37 scheduled and unscheduled 
European airlines, which last year flew 118 mil- 
lion passengers to mosily European destifia- 
tions. 

Vermeir said [ACA objects to a requirement 
by Portugal’s civil aviation authority, that all 


airlines flying to the country during the tourna- 
ment supply a complete list of passengers to 
Portuguese officials 48 hours before their planes 
land. 

‘The list must provide the passenger’s full 
name, as Well as age, nationality and passport or 
identity card number. 

TACA is also concerned over plans by Lisbon 
to use three military airports during the June 12 
to July 4 championship to cope with the expect- 
ed surge in arrivals, he added. 

Portuguese officials predict an extra 500,000 
people will travel to the country during the tour- 
nament, which will be played in eight cities. 

The country usually receives 4.4 million 
tourists in June. 

Portuguese: civil aviation officials said the 
requirement to provide a detailed passenger list 
is just a suggestion and will not be mandatory. 


French 
Ligue | 


‘onaco roared 
back from 3-0 
.down to salvage a 


point against Ajaccio. 

Ajaccio raced into a 3-0 
Tead within 41 minutes before 
Monaco started a comeback 
which, culminated in Dado 
Prso's last-gasp equaliser. 

‘The fightback started after 
50 minutes when Shabani 
Nonda pulled one back 
before the hosts reduced the 
deficit further with 23 min- 
utes to go - Jaroslav Plasil 
finding the top comer from 
the edge of the area. Deep 
into injury time Prso struck 
after good work by Nonda, 

Lyon failed to take advan- 
tage of Monaco’s slip up as 
Marseille ended their poor 
tun with a deserved 1-2 vic- 
tory at the Gerland stadion. 

Didier Drogba gave the 
Mediterranean outfit the per- 
fect start by grabbing his 18th 
goal of the season four min- 
utes in, 

Lyon levelled in the 17th 
minute, Sidney Goyou's 
volleyed cross was miscon- 
trolled by Brahim Hemdani, 
allowing Peguy Luyindula to 
pick up the pieces and blast 
past Fabien Barthez. 

Marseille were not to be 
denied and clinched the 
points six minutes from time. 
as Came] Meriem controlled 
a long pass forward on the 
edge of the area, and drilled a 
low shot past Coupet from 14 
yards. 
Substitute Olivier Kapo 
netted a 90th-minute equalis- 
er as 10-man Auxerre denied 
Guingamp another impres- 
sive victory with a 2-2 draw. 

Guingamp looked set to 
record another three-point 
haul when Fabrice Colleau 
put them 2-1 ahead in the 
75th minute against an 
Auxerte side who had 
already lost Francois Sirieix 
toa red card. 

But right at the death 
Auxerre managed to force a 
corner which resulted in 
Kapo stabbing the ball home 


after Djibril Cisse had headed 
on Yann Lachuer's flag-kick. 

Paris St Germain dragged 
themselves back into the 
Ligue 1 title race with a less 
than convincing 3-2 victory 
over Nantes at the Parc des 
Princes. 

Nantes opened the scoring 
after 16 minutes through 
Gregory Pujol but PSG 
responded well, and were 
gifted an equaliser by a 
Sylvain Armand’s own goal. 

‘The hosts moved ahead 15 
minutes later when Branko 
Boskovic poked home 
Bemard Mendy's deflected 
cross before Pauleta sealed 
the points in the 75th minute. 

Nantes pulled a goal back 
in stoppage time through 
Stephane Ziani. 

Metz pushed Le Mans a 
step closer to second division 
football with a crushing 5-0 
home victory thanks to an 
inspired display from 
Toifilou Maoulida. 

Metz on the other hand are 
ina much healthy state after a 
morale-boosting triumph 
which keeps them just clear 
of the relegation scrap. 

Montpellier boosted their 
hopes of survival with ahard- 
fought 1-0 victory over 
inconsistent Lens. 

They were by far the better 
the team —_ throughout, 
although in the end had only 
Habib Bamogo's first half 
goal to show for their domi- 
nation. 

Lille bounced back from 
their shock defeat by 
Guingamp last week with a 
narrow 1-0 win over Rennes 
in a scrappy mid-table battle. 

Strasbourg’s relegation 
fears deepened after 
Bordeaux sneaked a late 
point against the Ligue 1 
strugglers. 

Finally, Toulouse slipped 
into the relegation zone 
despite holding UEFA Cup- 
chasing Sochaux to a goalless 
draw, 


—- 


Auxerre 2, 


Monaco 


_ Monaco 3 Ajaccio 3, Bastia 2 Nice 1, Bordeaux 1 
Strasbourg 1, Lille } Rennes 0), Lyon 1 Marseille 2, 
Metz 5 Le Mans 0, Montpellier 1 Lens 0, PSG 3 
‘Nantes 2, Toulouse 0 Sochaux @, Guingamp 2 
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